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By Stephen Smith. 


Ifaiah 26. 21, .- 
ord, when thy baud ir lifted up, they will 18s 
ſee : but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed for 
their Envy at the People. 
| Verſe 12. | 
Lord, thou wilt ordain Peace for us 3\for thaw 
( bit wrought all owr works in us. 
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Fu vhs Friends of Trurh in_the 
Counities'of Surrey, Suſſex, and 


Hampfbire 


, Friends: 


| Ow greatly bath the Lord apht4- 
red in this day, in raiſing K | 
" Many l nſtrument; to ſound 
his "ghor 019 Truth E yet Many are Lol fo 1X 
fibk of it, mor of the great Work rag _ 
doing, who is 4 ſetting 8 ap his Spiritual 
Kingdom, and is eftabliſhing Righteon 4 
zeſs in the Farth : 3 and af thoſe that op- 
Poſe this W, ork, , ſhall in Bmibe hands 
ard the Lord will go on with bis W, ork, 
who ; 785 cone to reffors Man into the þ . 52 
mitiue p parity he was' firit cre died ins 
Man that bath been drove Go i hin into 
| the F arth, by reaſon of a 
and ten a Ser 
ex of Sa =, and TA ignorant gi he 
Life.of God, and of the ſweet refreſhments 
of hg I livint per Aredl not knowing the © 
| a 2 vofINNs 
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_ notions and leadings of the Father, nej- 

ther hath his ear been opers to. hear the 
voice of God, but hath been without any 
ſenſible: feeling of the Life and Tower of 
God, and had no ſavonr of the things of 
God. In this condition is Man, that is 
_ drove from God in the Fall : But now 
#s the Lord come to reſtore hims again by 
his beloved Son Chriſt Jeſus, who re- 
deems Man again from his loſt eſtate, 
and brings him ont of the Earth, and 
ont of all ſuch things which had ſepa- 
Fated him from God, to delight in the 
| Lord his Maker again, and from being 
4 Servant of fin, to be a Servant of God, 
end of Righteoufneſs and Holineſs, and 
to bring him again into Innoceacy, int 
which he was yfirit created. And this 
hath been the Work, of the ſecond Adam, 
the Lord from Fleaven, in all that did 
receive him, and it is his Work at this 
lay: The Father of Mercy and great Com- 
Paſſion, he hath conſidered Mankind who 
had corrupted his way, and he ſent his 


Meſſengers to foretell the coming of the - > \ 


acceptable day of the Lord, and the day 
of Salvation of God, who invited all the 
COT, bungry 
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hungry a deb f0 come WT rink. at 
the Fountain of Life. And this was the 
free Love of God, to help Man out of the 
Pit wherein there was no Water, and to 
offer him the Wells of Salvation to drink, 
at, that ſo he might be waſhed from fin 
and from pollution into which he - was 
fallen, and could ſee no deliverer, till the 
"Lord was pleaſed to oyen a door of Hope, 
and to ſet him free by his Sou Chriſt Je- 
ſas, and to ſave that which was loſt, and 
to bring Peace and Salvation; whoſe 
power is indeed as able to cleanſe jrom 
fir, as ever the Devils was to defile and 
corrupt. This is true, and witneſſed by 
ome, though Many Cannot believe that 
ever any car be free from fin in this life. 
Now he that is in the firſt birth, and ſees 
20 further, but is overcome with ſin daily, 
and his mind is earthly and corrupt, and 
= has wever. known the. power of God to 
| work in bim the New birth, and a change 
Il from his fiuful Eſtate, be judges he can 
M7 be 10 otherwiſe while he is here, and. ſo 
is like a blind man, who though the Sure . + 
A ſhines, becauſe he cannot ſee it, he will not 
5 helieve that it ſhines, or that others ſee it. 
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But this muſt not make the Faith of ſome ll 
e+e. PRE \ FOR Mz . RR 12 ll ET AS 
0id, who have known the ſecond Adain Nl 
ko be « quickning Spirit, and have found | 
bin able _ to the utmoſt all that 
rome unto God by him; and the” bloud 
of Chriſt is to'them of full efe®, and they | 
witneſs: him to be a perfe@ Saviour and 


mo 


indeed | ” thi "1 end: was '< briſt given p f ' 
the Father, 'and for this end tame be jnto- | 


the World, and was trade manifeſt, to de- 
ftroy the works of the Devil, and to ſavy 
his People 'from their ſins; and until 
Chri$t hath broiight Man out of the Tranſ- 
greſſion he hath fallen into, he hath not 
finifhed the Work'that the Father hath 
given hinz to do. : for as fin bath reigned 
unto death, ſo muſs Righteouſneſs reign 
wunte Life Eternal 5 and as throtyh the 
power of * Luft man hath” bten' defi'el | 
'ehroughout in Body, Soul, and' SS, pirat, o 
by the poiver of Chriſt is man to be” ſan@j- 
fied throughout in Body, Soul, an1 WIE 
1ates ' and being 'once cleanſed by tis | 
power, tobe ſaved from thoſe flns which | 
formerly have defiled him : and by this | 
Max doth witneſs the Reftoration by | 

'Ehriſt, and the renewing by the He 1 
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Ch? 4s x : 


Ghoſt ito the Image of God again, which 
be had loſt whilſt in the Tranſgreſſion 3 
and ſo Man comes again into unity with 
God, and to know bis voice, bis motions 
aud the leadings of his Holy Spirit, which 
while be was in darkgeſs, and ſerved ſin, 
he was wholly ignargnt of. Ret) 
| This makes Man fruitful again unto 
\ God, who before was as a barren Wilder- 
weſe 3 and whereas he was before filled 
with Darkneſs, he now comes to be filled 
with Light and Life and now be hath 
Vifons and Revelations of Heavenly 


1. Se > wy *%. x dQ 


2 
: 
; || things: before he was crying, There was 
; | 70 Revelation nor Viſion, they are ceaſed; 
/ YN whilſt right was upon him be ſaw na 
Viſion, and becauſe be ſaw no Viſion, nor 
had i anſwer from. God , therefore be 
/ Wl thought it was ſo with all others, and that 
| Revelation and Viſion was ceaſed; and 
he meaſured all men by his dark rule, 
darkneſs being over bim , and his eye 
{ blinded. Oe : Wes 
my Vbilſt be was inthe firſt birth he was 
WY Eartbly, bis mind Earthly, delighting in 
By Earthly things ; he canld not then believe 
"I. there was any immediate Teachivgs of 
=— a 4 Ihe 


___ _ The PpiſtleDedicatory. 
the Father by his Poly Spirit, nor any en- 

Joyment of Heavenly things 3 neither was 
his eye inward, but to an outward Tea- 
cher, and outward Books and Writings: 
but when the inward ear came to be 
opened, and the day of the Lord appea- 
red unto him, then he heard the words of 
Cod, and ſaw theViſtons of the Almighty, 
- and then he began to praiſe the Lord for 
bis goodneſs, and for his mercies which 

ene Jor-ever. oO 2 In 
 . And now being come to tafle of the 
loving kindneſs of -the Lord , and his 
heart being filled with Heavenly bleſſungs, 
be miniſters forth the. ſame to others ; 
. "and thefe are the true Miniſters indeed, 
who are moved by this bleſſed power « 
God'to ſeek the Salvation of Soulut An 
of this number was our. dear Brothes 
| Stephen Smith, ( ow deceaſed) a man 
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"ho laboured in faithfulneſs and conſtan-. 


' Ey, according to the ability God” has. 
given him, to beget others to the Truth: 
und was conſtant in Sufferings, in Tra- 
wels and Labours, and had a good eſlee 

in the hearts of many for his Hritbfulnef 
to the Lord, as you well know, and there 


fore 


i 


The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 
v-Ifore I need not write much concerning 
&5|him , eſpecially ſince ſome others have 
2-| written ſo largely of hin, but ſhall re- 
Slee, = 


be EM ti 

a- Your Friend and Brother 

0 » eo | 
'y, In the Everlaſting Truth,.: 
or A 

ch] London 28th. % a 
| day, 3 mo: : 48 
bel 1679: Ellis Hookes, 
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Teſtimony f the Wor ew Morey 
p, God \ particularly in rel tion 

0 6ur the Friend Stephen Smith 
lately deceaſed. | 


"? He moſt holy a wiſe God, | 
wha hath hace pleaſed tO make | 
choice of fooliſh, weak and 

oontemptible things, to confound the 
wiſe, and the things that are mighty, 
to the intent that no fleſh (with its 
wiſdom and ſtrength) might glory in 
his preſence, but that his Power might 
appear in 'what way, manner, or Inſtru- 
ment ſoever' he pleaſeth, How mean 
and deſpicable ſvever they may ſeem 
40 that fleſhly'eye and mind that takes 
Its meaſures from outward appearances, 
and not from an inward ſolid principle 
of ſound Judgment : : 1 certifie from a 
living experience, that this moſt holy 
Led bath appeared and raiſed up many 

itneſſes of his bleſſed Power and 


Work 1 in our day; even perſons of va- 

rious degrees, qualities and capacities, 

hot on! J ſome few endowed. with 
Learns 


on 


h 


carning , natural acquirements and 
arts, but more eſpecially many of the 
lain, fimple and unlearned, tothe end 
bhat' not only his Power gught the 
more appear, and {hit in its glory 
over all fleſh and the glory of man, 
put alſo that Gad in bis wiſdomis gra- 
ciuſly pleaſed 'ro condeſcend to the 


F16weſt and meaneſt capacities, in moſt 
J familiar'ways, to dire& his ſpeech and 


J peoples ſeveral capacitics and conſct- 
FJ ences, ſo as to turn them to that prin- 
A} ciple of” Light and' Truth, which 
through Chriſt Jeſus he has placed In . 
'F them: God hath inour day, as in for». 
7 mer ages, raiſed up Plowmen, Herdl(- 


men, Fiſhermen, Husbandmen, and 
ſuch like, to be experimental and more 
effeCtual Preachers to men of ſuch ca- 
pacities, then Academical or School- 
men with all their Learning, acquired 
parts, and School craft; and with'a 


W plain Teſtimony in the ſimplicity of the 
WH Goſpel; condeſcended to accommodate 
$ and anſwer low and mean capacities, 
p With that truth and ſimplicity that is in 


Chriſt 


Chrift Jefus, which has been to the; con-Mir 
founding of the wiſdom of the wiſe 3 Wcil 
ſo that it may be truly ſaid, where is 
the wiſe? where is the Scribe ? where 
is the diſputer of this World 2? hath not 
God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this 
World? and not many wiſe men after in 
the fleſh, not many mighty, nat many | of 
noble are called, but God hath choſen | h: 
the fooliſh things of the World to con: || i 
WE found the wiſe. And although the fol- | þ 
| lowing Writings and Diſcourſes of this || h 
| our dear and honeſt-hearted Friend || 1 
.Stepherr Smith , now deceaſed and at | 
reſt with the Lord, do not beſpeak him || v 
a man educated in artificial Learning, t 
Oratory and Eloquence, yet he was a | r 

. ſimple, plain-hearted and ſincere man, \ 
to what the Lord made manifeſt in | « 
: 

{ 


him, and one that eyed the power and 
preſence of God in his Life and Teſti- 
mony, fince the God of all our mercies 
was graciouſly pleaſed to open his 'un- 
1] derſtanding , with the. knowledge of 
M' his Divine Light and Truth, as it is in 

K - Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; he prized i itas # 
his great mercy from the moſt gracious 
God, 


God, that after his long and weariſong 
Wiravels in many Countries, and exer- 
ciſes in the troubleſom and tofling Sea 

of the World, he at length arrived at 
his defired Haven of. ſafety, being 
brought to know a true ſtay to his 
mind, and a quiet habitation of repoſe 

* Fin the Sanftuary and holy Tabernacle 
' | of him who dwells in the Light, and 
| © hath Immortality dwelling in the Light. 
- $1 knew this man from'the firſt time of - 
his being convinced and receiving Gods i 
holy Truth, ( which was in the year 
1665.) whoin mercy to him made me 
inſtrumental therein ; and when his 
underſtanding and heart was opened; 
through the plain evidence and Teſti- 
mony of. the Spirit of Life, concurring 
with' the witneſs, manifeſtation and 
operation*thereof in his own conſci- 
ence, (as it always doth) he received 
the Truth in the Love of it, and gave 

up to obey and walk in the ſame, and 
truly loved Gods faithful Meflengers 
and People, how deſpiſed and ſuffer- 
ing ſovever they were, and freely gave 

4 up to partake with them of their ſuk- 
kerings, | 
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Feritips, and did likewiſe ſuffer with 
"them both in Perfon and Eſtate, by 
Tmpriſonments and ſpoil of Goods, for 
His tender Conſcience and Teſtimony 
on the behalf' of Chriſt Jefus; who as 
he. gave' him a: Teſtimony” to bear a- 
gainſt all Hircling opprefling Teachers 

and Prieſts, who preach for hire, arid 
impoſe ghar great oppreſſion and Anti- 
chriſtian yoke, of Tithes, (” according 
as he ſignifies in ſore of his Writings ) 
(o' he gave vp to ſuffer, and. endure 
Spoil, rather then. in the leaſt he.could 
pay them, or gratifte the covetous 
mind or greedy appetite of ſuch Shep- 
herds as feed themſelves, and, not the 
Flock, aid make 4 prey upot people, 
and with force and cruelty rule over 
them: And laſtly, as he was a man 
fearing God, and of good report in his 
Country, being an exemplary Preacher 
_ of Righteouſneſs in his Converſation, 
and one truly kind and ready to do 
good in his day; ſo God was pleaſed 
m ſome' meaſure to endue him with a 
living Miniſtry, and experimental and | 
mtiocetit Teſtimony to tell of his oc % 
| Els, 
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heſs, and ſpeak forth bis praiſe | to 
others, from an inward fence thereof 
in bicſelf, and to the comfort and en». 


coutagettient of thany thar heard him. 
I ſpeak what I know herein, he having 
at ſundry times trayelled with me in 


the work and ſervice of God-in the 


Goſpel of his Son Chriſt Jeſus ; and we 


travelled together more particularly at 
one tine to viſit Friends ih Strrey, 
Suſſex, and Kent, in which Journey we 
were much and often comforted toge- 
ther in the Lords work, and in the 
Aſſemblies of Friends, which was neat 
upon a year before his deceaſe. Well 
I am ſatisfied in thy very Soul, that as 


he is taken away ftom the Evil to 


come, ſo he is entred into his Reſt, and 
has his portion with the Bleſſed that 


_ dye in the Lord. From a Living Re- 


membrance ' of this my dear Friend 
Stephen Smith, and a real ſence of his 
Innocent Life, Spirit and Converſation, 
and in honour and due reſpe& to that 
Divitie: power 'and work of God int 
him, I was really concerned in my Spi. 
rit to give this precedent Teſtimony 5 
| truly 


truly deſiring and praying to God, thai 
all Frierids profeſling the ſame Truth, 
may concur in the ſame Spirit and ex- 
ample of Faithfulneſs to the end ; eyen 
ſo as to obtain the ſame bleſſed end of 
the Righteous, that will crown all our 
Labours, Travels and Sufferings which 
in this World we partake of, and en- 
dure for the Teſtimony of Jeſus and of 
Aa good Conlcience. * 


T ax 4 Friend to the Truth, 
end the Souls of all men, 


Enfield, the 20th. G mhitebead 
_ dayofthe iſt, 6 White eag. 
month, r673. 
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Suſanna Smichs Teſtimony o concern- 
ing ber a 


Y Teſtimony for iy FRE Hufſ- 

z band 1s, That he was a man of 
” | an z upright heart towards God and 
h man, and hated deceit 3 he was diligent 
and faithful in the ſervice of the Lord ; 
he did ſpend and was ſpent for the 
Everlaſting Goſpel, and is entred into 
Reſt and Peace with the Lord for ever. - 


$ vans Smith, 


The 5 Ti eoony ths s Ives 7 my Fe 
 - concerning the Life and Death of that . 
holy and worthy Servant of the ds 


Nene Smith, 


The remembrance of the holy 
; -and worthy Servant of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, by whoſe Heaven- 
ly power he was made a holy Femple 
for- the Lord to walk in, whoſe Ear- 
then Veſfe] was filled with Gods 'Hea- 


venly Treaſure, by whict the Eife of 


Jeſus was made gmanifeſt in his mortal 


Fleſh, ſo that the excellency was of 
God, and riot of man; ſo that by Gods 
boly power he was made a perfe& and 
upright man, one that feared God, and 


hated all manner of Evil whereſoever 


it did appear : And indeed can never 
forget him, whoſe blameleſs and inno- 
cent Life, and ho! y Converſation, when 
he was amongſt us, it wasa good pat- 
tern unto us; for he was a man of a 
meek and gentle, and of a tender Spi- 
'Tit, in which he was very careful and 
tender to all in whom the leaſt appea- 


rance of Truth did manifcſt it ſelf, for 


which his Travels and his Labours' 


Wer) 


-—"” 
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were very great for the Truth and 


+ 


Chriſts ſake, in whom he was made 
very inſtrumental, as in the hand of the 
Lord, that he thereby mizht beget a 
People unto the Lord; being not ſatiſ- 
fied to eat his Bread alone, as many yet 
tiving can truly teſtifie. to the truth 
hereof; knowing that he was a true 
and Faithful Labourer in the glorious 
Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Chriſt 
Jeſus, for whoſe ſake: he was made 
willing to ſuffer , for he'accounted 1t 
all joy that he was counted of the Lord 
worthy to ſuffer for his Name ſake ; 
who truly trampled upon Az ypts Glo- 
ry, and choſe rather to ſuffer afflictions 
with the People of God, then to enjoy 
the pleaſures of Sin far a ſeaſon ; who 
often ſaid, he accounted nothing the 


Lo:d had blefi=t him withall, too deat 


to part withall for Chriſts and his Goſ+ 


1s ſake : : concluding that it was but 
a reaſonable Sacrifice tO part with Life, 
and all that a man hath, for Chriſts 
ſake; and he that could not part with 
all for Chriſts ſake, was not worthy of 
him. And he was a man of a tender 
and of a broken Spirit, and always 


Conttant | in his Love to all his Brethren 


b 2 n 


_ the Fruth, and 4 tkiog a great icoficnt 1 
of them therein ; and whoſe care was 
very great over all the Flock of God, 
who was filled with the Spirit of wiſe 
dom and underitanding, in which he 
truly Jaboured to prevent all manner 
of differences or diſcord that might 
happen among Breihrenz and if any 
_ did happen, he was always willing to 
compoſe and 'reconcile all manner. of 
differences, which would have been to 
_ the great diſhonour of the Lord and 
his Truth, which was prevented by 
him, ſo that he was atrue Peace-maker ; N* 
and' he was as a Father to the Father- 
leſs, and as a Husband to the Widow 
and as a Child, T have been often a par- 
taker of his Fatherly kindneſs, and li- 
ving {till in the end: of the 
ſame, I hope ſhall never forget but to 
return the honour and glory to God, 
who 1s the Fountain of all our bleſſings 
and mercies, from whence floweth all 
our freſh Springs, in and through Chriſt 
Jeſus the Son of Gods Love, in whom 
Was the Spring of Life flowing i in and 
through him, even to the great ſatil- 
faction of my '$oul, as one that did but 
partake of the overflowings of that 
_ Lite, 


— "aaa. 0 -* a8 Ment 


m | FRE in which his Soul v was Ws 149 con- þ 
xs Þ ſolated and wrapt up. in the Heavenly. | 
> © Joy of the Lord God : fo that in the 
preateſt extremity of his weakneſs, he 
would be very often declaring of. the 
great and mighty loving kindneſs of 
' the Lord God, by which he was lifted 
up above the fear of death : Nor was 
he afraid of the terrors thereof, fo that 
of | a little before his departure, 1 being 
to | preſent with him, he being filled with 
id | Gods heavenly Spirit, by which he was 
y | enabled to pray and ſupplicate the 
"3 [*Lord God of his Life, in which he was 
B prailing and magnifyi ing that'holy and 
'5 || innocentLiteof Jeſus, iaying, / ord and 
> deareſt God, O aſſiſt in this Feavenly 
[- paſſage from death to life : ; who being | 
e | ſabje& to the will of his Heavenly Fa- 
0 | ther, ſaid further to me, Now ] am go- 
| ing into my ſweet ſleep 3 © that he imme- 
s; diately and innocently laid down his 


$ 
| | head in perfe& peace with the Lord, 
c and lives for evermore. 

I  O the heavenly and the blefſed Te- 
| | ftimony of the Lord God, that ſprung 
- | inand through him, by a heavenly Ex- 
hortation to them that came to viſit 
him, ſaying, That it was ablefied and a 
heavenly 


and holy, free from all troubles ani cum- 
bers of this evil World, as he truly faid 

his was , having all given up to thewilt 
_ of the Loyd, that it might truly b2 done 
in Fatth as it js in Heaves. O what a 
bleed and a hexvenly Habitation is this 


' for the Soul: of man to reit in, which T 


heve a fell aſſurance of ! And a little 
after there cams in one to ſee him, and 
he exhorted him, to dread and fear the 
Lord God, and to repent of all his wicked- 
meſs, whatſoever that holy and pure wit- 
2ſt in bis conſcience makers manifeſt to be 
evil : So if happily he may find mercy 
With the Lord, which will be better to 

thee, ſaid he, then all 'the World be- 
fides: Andalittle after came in another 
to ſez him '; ſo that the mighty power 
of the Lord God was (cen and felt, 
whereby he was refreſhed again, and 
defired her to ſear the Lord, that thereby 
ſhe might be preferucd out of all evit; 
and dzlired hec to love the Truth above 
all, far the Truth 1s 4 very precious thing 3 
and to be ſure to keep low and humble to it, 
and not to be high-minded, nor exalted 
above the pure of God in her conſcience, 
for that would he very hurtſul to her. 
| Abouk 


| heavenly thing to have the mind clear 
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blefſed he 


heavenly power of the Lord Utd 
ariſe in him, from which did fpring a 
living and a heavenly Teſtimony in a 


holy remembrance of the tender deal- 


ings of the Lord with him, from his 
Childhood to this very. day 3 who ſaid 

to his Sons, That his days were very negr 
drawing to an end; and'declared, how 
that his Father and Mother caſt him off 
when he was but a little Lad : But the 


Lord had always. preſerved him, and "mv 


his Bleſſings did always attend him, in 
raiſing him up by multiplying bis Bleſ- 
fings upon him, having been. often in 
many. great dangers and perils by Sea 
and Land: 8, ſaid he, having my mind - 
chaſt and ſober to God, and having the 
fear of the [ ord placed in my heart, by 
which I was preſerved out ofevil, and do- 
ing the thing that was right in the fight 
of the. Lord ;, ſo that I found favour of the 
Lord, aud gained the love and ſavour of 
all people, in dealing juſtly and truly with 
all people, not wronging any man.. SO this 
in charge. he gave to his Sons, That they 
might always be kept chaſt and ſober in 
their minds, having always their minds 
to the fear of the Lord placed in their 


hearts, 
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that is juit and right; aud to be ſure to 
be conrteons and kind to all, loving the 
good in all, and bearing their. Teſtimony 
againſt the evil in all whereſoever it doth 
appear. And whenſoever ( laid he) you 
go about that which is weighty, take coun- 
ſel of good and'ſound Friends , ſothat all 
things may be done to the honour and glo- 
ry ofthe Lord and his bleſſed Truth in 
- which your bleſſings are all zea and Amen. 
And adviſed them , 20t- to runinto the 
' Cumbers of the World, but to wait upon the 
Lord, and he will find out a way for them 
#1 his time: For the Lord ((aid he) 5 
 acalling and taking me out and from all 
Troubles and Cumbers, from the evil that 
#s acoming upon this wicked World, in 
a good time wherein I am aſſured of that 
ſound and. perfe® peace , wherein my 
Soul reſteth with the Lord for evermore ; 
ſo that I have no more to do now, but de- 
fire the Lord to make my paſſage eaſie to 
his Heavenly Reſt. 
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Willam Lickfold. 
He was born the 19th. of He departed this Life 
-the 5th, Month 1623. the 224 day of the 

Vn os oh On, 7th, Month 1698; 
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a .and againſt Deceit and De- | 
' ceivers, with a Reproof unto | 
X thoſe who are not faithſul to . | 
7 the Truth which they are Con« 


n. vinced of, 


he Ex as much as it bath pleaſed the 


'm | Lord in his great loveand ten- 
7s, der mercy to viſit many who - 
{ll have been long covered with Dark- 
at neſs, and drawn by the Subtilty of the 
7H Serpent, working in a Myſtery within, 
ar | and without in his Inſtruments, from 
ny enjoying that Love and great Riches 
e5 which is declared of in the Scriptures 


le- of Truth, which ſhould be revealed in 
'j the latter dayes, in his Everlaſting and 
Unchangeable Covenant 3 which Pro- 
miſe of the Lord many. who had true 
breathing after him, and could not be 
Z ſatisfied with feeding with Swine upon 

| A”2 _ _ Husks, 
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ed þ but waly breathed afiet Fiving 

Refreſhment, and after that Bread 
which nouriſheth that Birth which 1s 
| Exrernal, and .have delighted in the 
ii righteous JWgments of the Lord, over 
- the Enemy and Oppreſſor ofmans ; Soul, 
' through which Judgments the Love 
of God hath greatly been manifeſt, ha- 
i ving thereby brought. to the knows- 
| ledge of his Everlaſting and Unchang- 
ll able Truth, to the exceeding great re- 
_ freſhment and ſatisfaction of the ' Souls 
- of many thouſands, who hive earneſtly 
deſired the ſame before the World and 
all its g'ory 3 and having received the 


 _ theſame, inthe Loveof it, and known 


Freedom by it, in the Injoyment of 
ſame do meet together, as the man- 


1M - ner and prattice was of thoſe who lived 


in the Fear and Dread of the Lord in 
the Primitive times ſo now in the 
pure Fear and Obedience to the juſt 
and equal requirings of this Creator, 
(whoſe Wayes are Equal, Right and 
Juſt) meets together to wait on him; 
to the end they may be refreſhed and 
fed with the ſame Bread of Life , that 


ſo 
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_- A Teſffmony f2 the Tritth. 3 
(0 the Plant which the Lord hath plan- 
ted may grow, that ſo they may be 
changed from glory to glory , till ax 
length they may come to bear the 
Image of the Rcavenly, whereas fot- 
merly they have born the Image of the 
Farthly ; and thoſe who (o meet the 
Spirit of Truth , can truely fay they 
never waited on the Lord in vain, 


but do witneſs true refreſhment from 
the God of Love, whether a word be 
ſpoken in their Vicetings or no; ſo - 


that they can truly fing in their Spirits 
of Mercy with Judgments, and hath 
not executed Judgment without Vier- 
cy, in which hath greatly app:zrzd 
his wonderful Love to loſt, Mankind, 
of which great and unſpeakable Love, 
there are to this day (to the Glory and4 
Praiſe of his great Name , even from 
his own Works ) thouſands of Livinz 
Witneſſes, and hundreds have Jaid 
down their Lives in Naſty Holes, and 
Stinking Prifons, and many have been 


Baniſhed, and many have ſuffered cruel. 


Mockings , and many thonſands the 


Spoiling of their Goods, whoſe Righte-_ 
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4 ATeftimonyfo2 the Truth. 
_ ous' Teſtimony through the Eternal 
Spirit of Love and Truth they have 
ohdly bornin this Day of Gods Power, 
to theexceeding Comfort and Refreſh- 
ment of all that are faithful Followers 
_ of the Lamb, but is, and ſhall be to. 
the aſtoniſhment of all who perſiſt in 

their Diſobedience againſt the Spirit 
of Truth, and continue in their Rebel- 
lion againſt it, and this righteous Teſti- 
mony, through all who are true Wor- 
ſhippers in the Spirit and Truth , who 
are led and guided in alltheir ways by 
the Spirit of Truth, being Sons and 
Daughters of the Living God,ſo great- 
ly beloved by him ; ſo thoſe that touch 
them in a wrongful manner do touch | 
the Apple of his Eye, who created all 
things for his Glory ; and though his 
Mercy \s great in riot executing Judg- 
ment ſpeedily , but* gives ſpace and 
' time of Repentance; yet if they mind 
itnot, but let the Day of Gods Love 
paſs over their heads, that Terrible 
Voice they hall hear , My Spirit ſhall 
ſtrive no more, let F ir phus that it's 
but Grafs, and when the Spirit of the. 
| Lord 


* ACeffimonyf for the Truth, 4 os 
Lord bloweth upon it,- it ſhall fade as 


a Flower, and that in a moment when 


his Anger is kindled, which may be 
when the Worker of Iniquity 3 1s in the. 
height of his rain glory, and greateſt 


boaſting : ſo as that righteous Teſt'- 


mony ( through all who are in the 
true Innocent Seed, unto which all the 


Bleflings and the Promiſes of the Lord 


are.) doth ſtand as a true Witneſs of 
the Lords great Love in this day 
wherein he is making known his great 
Power againſt all Workers of Iniqui- 
ty, and unrighteous Aﬀions, and de- 
ceitful Workers, who can feign and - 
flatter with all forts of debauched 
Perſons, and all diſſembling Hypo- . 
crites, Perſons of unſtable minds, joyn-- 
ng with the cunning, twiſting , twi- 
ning Serpent, 1n all 1ts appearances, in 
their earthly, ſenſual, and devillifh 
wiflom, being in the Adultrous who- 
nh ſpirit degenerated from the Spirit 
of Truth, holding a Profeſſion of the 
Fajth of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt with re- 
ſpe& of Perſons , recgiving honour, 
and giving honour, according to the 

A 4 . Cuſtoms 
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eff ffimony fo the Truth. 
| nf on pe2e vain Traditions of She 
World, by which means they have no 
knowledge of that Honour which is 
from Above: Yet notwithſtanding 
theſe great, Abominations which they 
commit in the ſight of the Lord, and 
all them which' live in their faithful 
Teſtimony againſt them, yet they lean 
upon the: Lord, and think there ſhall 
come no evilupon them 3 but except 
ſuch doſpeedily repear, and turn from 
their Abominations, and bow to the 
righteous Teſtimony of God in them, 
which ſhews them the deceitfulneſs of 
their hearts,to the end they may above, 
and before all, deſire a clean heart, 
.and a right Spirit, that ſo they may 
be fingle hearted toward their Crea- 
tor, and all men ; which, except that 
be known, the Lerd will. ſend a day 
upon them, wherein ſhall be weeping, 
and howling, and bitter Lamentations 
and their 'Torment ſhall be fo: great, 
that'1n the Morning they ſhall wiſh 1t 
were Night, and at Night they ſhall 
wiſh for Morning, and my ſhall (deſire 
Death rather then Life + So I greatly 


dchire 


coolneſs, how it ſtands between them 


and their Creator, and deal impartial- 
ly with themſelyes, for - ot: a certain, 
Cod will not be mocked; but ſuch as 
they ſow, ſuch they muſt reap: So all 
mind the. Fear of the Lord is to depart 


from Evil , that ſo the Carſe of the 


Lord may be done away, and his 
Bleſſing known and received. 

And thoſe that come amongſt the 
Poſſeflors of the Truth , who have - 
heard the ſound of it, and ſo a belief 
is raiſed in their hearts, that God is 
found by them that diligently ſeek him 
in the Way of Truth ; many there be 
that are thus perſwaded, and (6 fre- 
quent Meetings ( togerher with them 
that are inthe work of Truth ) in # 
bareProfeſſion of Trath,never through» 
ly given up to the end that Truth may 
be their Gzide 1n all their wayes, but 
come and fits down with ſome reſerve 


-jn their Hearts, which they covet to 


keep, a# Achan did -the goodly Baby- 
loniſh Garment, which was appointed 
for the Fire; but for ſo doing the 
Curſe 


Curſe as the Lord followed 4 HR 
his covetouſneſs was a trouble to the 
Children-of Tjrael for a time, yet at ' 
length God made it manifeſt; and (o 
will the Eofrd do thoſe who comes a- 
moneſt Friends with a reſerye in their 
hearts 3 that which 1s appointed for 
the Fire, they that covet to keep, not- 

withſtanding the many Precious Meet- 
ings they come to, and hear their con- 
ditions plainly Jaid open to them, yet 
fill conſulting with Fleſh and Blood, 
. which will never yield that true obe- 
dience ſhould be: given to the Lord, 
fo cannot amend, but continue in the 
fame courſe of Life for not taking heed 
to the Councel of the Lord, nor giv- 
ing wholly up to be guided by the 
Spirit of Truth; ſuch are not in the 
the Way of Tuth , but ſit down as 
Branches by thoſe of the Vine ; but 
their Fruit doth manifeſt them: for 
thoſe -that deals ſo deceitfully with 
their own Hearts, how can it be ex- 
pected they ſhould be true t# others? 
ſo fuch becomes an ill ſayour to-Truth, 
as longlas they continue fo, and a bur- 
"ul then 
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e way of growing in the Truth; bur 
t them know who harden their hearts 
zainſt Reproof, and though they do' 
ome amongſt them thar live in the 


ontinual ſupply of the Bread of Life, 
ind enjoy the preſence of the Lord 
yet their ſo coming with a reſerve in 


and fo by degrees the Ehemy draws 


out the mind, and then gets room for ' 


his conſultations, and fo perſwades 


them to wait no longer , bur that all 


Places are alike : and ſv at length ſome 
get into the Maſs-Houſe, with other 
filly People laden with fins, ever learn- 


ing, and never able to come tothe Truth , 


and\ begin to perſivade themſelves, 
( or, the Enemy of their Souls j per- 
ſwades them ) that ' there 1s a little dif- 


rence in the Declaration of the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt and Antichriſt; their _ 
8 Eon 0 eo” 


Sag 
en and a trouble to them that 'are in” | 


Fear and Dread of the Lord, and ſo 
Weet together that they may receive a 


their heart, they cannot profit by it: 
Þo at length, ſeeing they cannot bring 
flthe Way of the Lord to their way, 
they begin to grow cold in meeting, . 
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O's to build Babel z7ain. ' bavin 
rejeted that Love which did appear 


for their Everlaſting good , having 
choſen to pleaſe themſelves in ſome 
ſmall thing , which they could not 
part with, though no better then 


Meſs of Pottage , for which many 


have ſold an Eternal Inheritance ; fo 
with Cain they are in the Curſe, wan- 


_ dering up and down in that which is 


curſed of the Lord, and not beloved 
of good men; (© the Lord hath dealt 


_ juſtly in making them manifeſt , They 
went out jrom ws, becauſe they were not 
of ws, but their reward will follow 


them, And many others there be that 
come to Meetings , and hear Truth 


_ declared often, and confeſſeth its the 


Truth , but when they lee, if they 


come to obey, they muſt take up a 
Croſs to Fleſh, either in denying to 


fear man, or elſe hazard of loſing 
Goods, and ſome their Companions 
and Acquaintance, (though it may be 
'n iniquity) and ſuch like Baits the 
Enemy of mans Soul hath ready, for 

that 
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it mind which is will 


oWhem, to fave that alive. which is 
"M the Curſe ; ſo ſometimes they come, 
At | 


d ſometimes they ſtay away , and 
en come again, and the Enemy of 
eir Souls gets a wound now and 
en; but for want of giving up, at 


"Weth the Enemy begins to be whole 
1) Wain,- and ſo the Spirit of the Lord 
orieved and: quenched by degrees, 
J 


d the Enemy grows ſtronger and 


C onger ; and at length he gets theſe . 
2 eaſons 1n the Creature, becauſe rhe - 
Alt 


emy knows many - will not be ſa- 
fied without ſome plauſible Reaſon 3 
he tells many , why thou art but a 
dot Creature , ,or you are but poor 
rcatures, and what can you do with- 
t power 2 ſo here the willing mind _ . 
adily catches at this bait : and then. 
hen they are asked , why they give 
"t up, O faythey , we want power, 
tO WF that Thad but power to do fo: and 
> |, how joyful {nould T be; and ſuch 


"5 We ſtuff the Enemy furniſheth them 
be ithall, who are willing to receive it, 
be d in the mean time flight the ap- 


pearance 


1at IT 


W- EYE > : T2. © ATeftimony-fo tHe/Wruth. 
es. rance "If Chriſt, Fthe Light, 
whom Power is received) by grievin 
and quenching his Holy Spirit of Trut 
in which is the greateſt manifeſtati 
of Love that God could beſtow on lc 
Mankind, in making ryanifeſt his $ 
in their hearrs,for the redeeming the 
up unto himſelf, out of their Joſt ca 
dition, in the nature of Adam in t 
fall, up into the Nature of the Secon 
Adam, which never fell: but how 
this Love of God {lighted by tho 
who thus wilfully yield -to the En 
my of their Souls, and rejeing t 
Lord, who ſearcheth the Heart at 
tryeth the Reins, and then ſay th 
want power 3 and its true, when pe 
ple have given themſelves up to 
power of the Enemy, whoſe nature 
to do all the hurt he can, they mi 
well fay then they want power to 
good, FO being diſeſteemed and a 
counted of as a thing of nought, ha 
 Ingcaſt behind them the great Love 
God, in his Son, and embraced ſon 
thing which, the Enemy hath (et b 
fore them, as ſoge gtory inthe Wor 
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. and the like ; but” as, he was alwayes 
- a Lyar,* (the Devil.) ſo will he be - 
found in this 3 for inſtead of giving 
them the glory of the World, he 1s 
fitting them for Gods Wrath and In. 
dignation, that ſo when he. is caſt out 
of thoſe: more upright. hearts, and 
more thankful, that he may poſſeſs. 
thoſe Swiniſh natures, and ſo throw 
them headlong into a Sea of DeſtruRi- 
on, whith others of the like bad na- 
tures, of whom [ ſhall ſay ſomething. 
Thoſe are they which have Ed 
and feen ſomething of Truth, by read- 
ing Books, or ſpeaking with ſome itt 
the Truth, whoſe words being ac- 
companied with power, proceeding 
from the Spirit of Truth, they not hav- 
ing been able to refiſt, but ſtanding 
J over them , queſtionings and reaſon- 
ing have been raiſed in them concer- 
hing their buildings , whether or no 
they be upon the right Fpundation 
but that being catch'd too, which ſhews 
them their conditions ſo plain, that 
they have. no aſſurance ef their well- 
being, but in doubting , and reaſon- 
| | ings, 
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Wy - ings, En. FE h » which Peter. 
[IF ly torment doth ariſe ; but their minds 
being fron-him that ſhews them their 
conditions ,, which, . though it be the 
. greatelt Love that God could beſtow 
on Joſt Mankind, yet in that it brings a 
WH 'Crofs to fleſh, ſceing plainly that if 
FIN they hearkento it, they muſt forſake 
I all their vain Cuſtoms and” Traditions 
of the World, with all its Luſts and 
 HHI0k.  Vanitics 3 theſe things, not agreeing 
[IF with Fleſh and Blood, which they are 

WW . conſujring, the mind being drawn from 
the” Witneſs for God in their hearts, 
by their wilful yielding te the Enemy 
-. of their Souls, who is alwayes ready 
WW - with his Baits to betray them who de- 
_  fire-caleintheFleſh, and whoſe minds 

are out in ſtudying Arguments t& to keep 
them in the (ſame, the ſubtle Serpent 

. being here at work, to the end that 
the 24M may partake of his Table, 

| for he knows that then they cannot 
partake of Gods Table, as the Scrip- 
tures of Truth declares; ſo at his 
Table he hands out curious words, in 


Prayers, _ hanging down the ws 
like 


4,208 
«oh 


fimony fo2 the Trut 


Us . 


like a por and with —_— and 


Wfattering words to all ſorts of Deceit- 


ful Workers, and doth help to turn 
and wind all ſorts of Worſhip, which 
the Bealtly Nature (ets up, and.ſo tells 
them there is Fleſh as well as Spirit to 
be ſatisfied, and that they muſt live 
n ſin, as long as they have a being 
here 3 and to others, whoſe natures 
be inclined to Luſt, he provides plen- 
tiful Diſhes for them: : and ethers, who 
are diſpoſed to Drunkennelſs , he di- 
rects them to Companions, and op- 
portunity 3 and at his Table are va- 


riety of Diſhes for the Covetous man, 


or Proud, High, Heady, Boaſter, Cur- 
ſer, Ranter, for all ſorts that will come 
to his Table, he hath curious Diſhes 
in a plentcous manner, and 1nall theſe 
he promiſes content and ſatisfation 3 ; 
but as he ever was, ſo he 1s, and ever. 
will be a Lyar; for let thoſe (| peak who 
hath fed moſt plentiful at his Table, 
if ever they were ſatisfied, but that 
the more they fed the more hungry 


they were ; let all theſe foremention»: 


cd, and Gamſters ſpeak for themſelves, 
B and 


« - ah 


\s 


and Thieves, a Mircherets a th 
like. But in ſome he wotks more ina 
Myſtery, and furniſheth his Table with 
curious words, and ſo feeds them, and 
decks them 3 but alwayes at his Table 
he hath this Diſh for all ſorts of Pro- 
fellors and Prophane, that they muſt 
live in Sin, in this Life; this is, as it 
were a Chain, by which he holds al 
(that will believe {o,) faſt to his Table; 
and then tet them be as rich as they 
will, in comprehending , and getting 
into: the Brain-knowledge the Scrip- 
tures,and outward Learning,ſo though 
the work grows {0 high in the My- 
ſtery of Iniquity , that the Enemy of 
the Soul hath exalted himſelf above all 
that 1s called God, and fo makes a 
{hew in fine words, and in long Prayers, 
and in curious Arts : 3 yet whilſt he can 
keep them in his Chain to his Table, if 
they cannot have eaſe in profeſling in 
_ one Se, he will give them leave to 
profeſs in another Seq; and if that 
will not ſerve he will give them leave 
to $0 into the profeſſion of Truth it 
(elf; and further,to meet together my 
them 


| 


i 


- A Teffimony for the Truth, 
ther in the Truth; any thing but 
hearing the Voice of the Son of God, 
and obeying, which brings to the 
Table of God, and (o overthrows his 
Table; to any thing but this his Chain 
will reach : Now, as to what 1s before, 
thoſe that have ſeen ſomething of 
Truth, and ſome trouble hath by rea- 
ſon thereof riſen in them, but for love 
of a little eaſe to the fleſh, ſuch their 
minds being 'out, willingly goes 1nto 
the Devils Chain, and ſo feeds at his 
Table, where they are furniſhed with 
Arguments againſt the Spirit of Truth 
manifeſted to lead and to guide into 
all truth, and ſo out of Sin, which is 
the Devils Chain; but being thus fur- 
niſhed according to their hearts Juſt, 
being in the Adulterous Spirit, rakes 
all occaſion to ſpeak evil of Truth, 
and them that are1n-it, who are true 
Worſhippers of the Lord, according to 
bs Will; in Spirit and Truth ; ſo the 
zod of the World having blinded their 


minds, an evil eye gets out , 


arein Truth ; and when the juſt hand 
B 2 of 
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138 ATeftimony fo? the Truth. 

of God is gone out, in making mani- 
feſt ſome who have been in the- pro- 
feſtion of Truth , who have hardned 
their hearts againſt reproof, 111! at 
length their hypocrific and guile is 
made manifeſt ; on which, they here- 
by take occaſion to ſpeak evil of the 
Way of the Lord, and them that are 
init, the Enemy of their Souls giving 
them thereby ſome eaſe for the preſent; 
but 1t laſts not long , but the Fame of 
Truth 1s ſounded 1n their ears again, 
by the Witneſs of God within, or elſe 
from thoſe in whom 1t dwells without 
them ; then the Lamb riſeth, and gives 
torment again, and their Coverings be 
toonarrow, and will not ſerve them, 
neither ſhall they ; Wo to the Rebelliows 
C hildren , ſaith the Lord , that take 
Connſel, but not of me, and that cover 
with a covering, but not with my Spirit : 
So all unrighteous Coverings which 
people of unſtable minds- are under, 
the Wo of the Lord 1s againſt, ſo what 
will become of them that are under 
them ? O that men would in coolneſs 
_ confider, whoſe day of Gods Viſita- 


tion 


- A Teſtimony fo? the Truth. 19 
cion in Love is not paſt, leaſt'by their 
often provocations, he viſits in his 
great diſpleaſure, andſays, My Spirit 
is weary with ſtriving, it ſhall ſtrive no 


more : now for the ſakes of many who 
have yet true Breathings after Living 


Refreſhment, and are willing to take 


up Chriſts Yoke and Burthen, and to 
follow him that is meek and lowly 1n 


| heart, that ſo- they may reſt for their 


Souls ; for their ſakes I ſhall give a brief 
Relation of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
of the Miniſters of Antichriſt : Firlt, 
The Miniſters of Chriſt muſt know 
Chriſt, and ſee him, and believe on 
him, Joh. 6: 40. But ſome will ſay, 
Who is there that knows not Chriſt? 
Doth not all that can read fee what 1s 
writ ofhimin the Scriptures of Truth ? 
And is not the Chriſt which you mean, 
who ſuffered without the Gates of 
Jeruſalem, andthe like? Yes, we do 
own the ſame Chriſt, and that which 
the Scriptures do declare of him 1s 
true, and we do expect no other 3 but 
to know him no further then the re- 
port of him, (though that be true) 

B 3 this 
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20 ATe kimony fo1 the euth. * 
this is. but a poor knowledge, which 
the Workers of Iniquity haye, of all 
ſorts, that lives 1 vilbly in groſs and Il tl 
manifeſt Sins z and notwithſtanding || x 
that knowledge, yet live and abou q 

inthe ſame; ſo that knowledge only || ( 

(though that, as I have ſaid, be true) I 1 
1s not ſufficient to fit a man to be a || | 
Miniſter of Chriſt : Put faith the dili- 
gent Enquirer, What knowledge then 
1s neceſſary for a Miniſter of Chriſt 2 
To know him as he is the Myſtery hid 
from Ages and Generations ,' but now 
is made manifeſt to his Saints : to know 
what is the Riches of the Glory of 
this Myſtery among the Gentiles,which 
& Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory, Colloſ: 
I- 26, 27. To know him as he is a Co- 
.yyenant given to the People, and a 
Light to enlighten them , gl br 
within them, to give the knowledge 
of God ; and to know that he is the 
Light of the World, and how he hath 
enlightned every man that comes into 
the World: to know him to be os 
Word in the Heart and Mouth : 


know | him to be the Reconciler L- 
God: 


ATeſfimony for the Trath, © 21 
h I God : to know him to be the Afioint- 
all B ing, which is true, and teacheth all 
things : to knaw him to be the Spie 
rit of Truth, which is manifeſt to lead 
and to guide into all Truth : to know 
| Chriſts Fleſh, and what it is to eat it : 
to know Chriſts Blood , and what it 1g 
to drink it : but ſome will ſay all this 
may be gead in the Scriptures : But 
n | by the way, though the words may 
2 | be read inthe Scriptures of Truth, yet 
d | the knowledge of the Myſtery which 
v | is declared of in thoſe words, is not 
V | attainable by reading them: But be- 
f E cauſe ſome are willingly ignorant, and 
> | fo defiresto be, rather then to have 
; || true wiſdom in Gods way , and fo 
ſtumbles at all ; I ſhall ſay a little cons 
cerning (ceing the Son, which 15 ne- 
ceſlary for a Miniſter of Chriſt : Firſt, 
To ſee him to be the great Love of 
God manifeſted to convince of Sin : - tg 

| ſee him to be the wonderful Power 
of God, and how that he died, to the 
end, that whether we ſleep or wake 
we (hould live together with him: to 
ſee him as he was manifeſt to- deſtroy 
B 4 the 


. 22 ' ATeltimony ko2 the Truth. 
the Works of the Devil : to fee him 
to be the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
God manifeſt in the Fleſh; and much 
more might be ſaid of the knowledge 
and (ight which a true. Miniſter of 
Chriſt hath, but what hath been ſaid 
js enough to ſatisfie the truly hungring 
and thirſting Soul ; but the ful] loath 
the Hony-Comb: But is this «Il the up- 
right-hearted ſay? Nay , they that 
thus have obtained mercy to have the 
knowledge of what is above declared, 
mult receive it in the love of it, and 
this Love of God thus manifeſted 
in them they muſt give up to obey, 
being his Everlaſting and Unchange- 
able Covenant , which is the Key of 
knowledge, manifeſted to rend the 
Vail, and to break the Chain of Dark- 
neſs, and to open the Myſteries of 
the Scriptures of Truth, and to give 
the knowledge of God, whom to 
know.1s Eternal Life ; ſo Iniquity be- |. 
ing taken away, and Sin being purged 
through the knowledge of Chriſt, 
who is the Power of God, and God 
known to walk, and to dwell in them 

through 


q Tcttimony fo? the Truth, 23 
through the Son of his Love, whois 
8, Gods Righteouſneſs, as God hath aid, 
h WW! will dwell in you, and walk in you: 
'e MW The Eye of the Underſtanding being 
ff WW thus opened , and the Revelation of 
d Chriſt being dayly witneſſed to fit and 
7 Mio furniſh them with Wiſdom from 
h Ef above, to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon un- 
- Eto all conditions; "being thus filled 
t [with the Love of God, and his Glo- 
e rious Appearence, a conſtraint Tying 
» [upon them, through the Power of 
1 E God that dwells in them, and from 
| the great. Love of God in the ſame, 
| ſuch cannot be filent , nor eat their 

Morſel alone ; but the Love of God 
” [© doth conſtrain them who have Wives, 
* [| and Children, and Eſtates, and (eve- 
ral others that have no Wives and 
Children, to leave their Callings, and 
ſcyeral Imployments , and go abroad 
as Sheep among Wolves, to declare 
this great and unſpeakable Love, to 
the end, That People may be turned 
from Darkneſs to T ight , and from Sa- 
tans power, to the Fower of God , that 
others may partake of the ſame Love 

of 


24 A Teftimonyfo2 the Truth. | 
of God in his Son Chriſt Jeſus with 
them; But for this their love , hoy 


Barbarouſly and Cruelly they have 
been uſed, many having finiſhed their 
Teſtimony in Naſty Holes, and Pri-( 
ſons, and other great Cruelties, whichc 
would be too long to relate; ſo the 
thus furniſhed with the Love and 
Power of God, *and being obedient 
to. the ſame, being Learned men in 
the Book of Life ; theſe are not to 
take with them Scrip nor Purſe, fo as 
to be careful of Earthly things, (but as 
they have received freely , do Mini- 
ſter freely) but into what houſe they 
come, where this great Love is anſwer- 
ed, in the ſame Love of God in mea- 
ſure, what things ſuch ſet before them, 
for neceſlity they eat and drink, and 
the like, ſeeing it comes from their 
Fathers Love: but when they come 
into a place and cannot ſee, in the 
Counſel of the Lord, that that Love is 
anſwered in which they come, there 
they cannot receive, though in nevet 
180 ſo much neceſlity. True,ſay ſome, theſe 
IT - arefit Qualifications for a Miniſter of 
196; | Jeſus 


jane, © jou] 


ba__ 
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A Teftimony fo2 the Truth. 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but -be there any ſuch 
ow adays? How doſt thou know 
hem ? Yes, I do teſtifie, as thouſands 
vefide my {elf are ready to give the 
ſame teſtimony, that ſuch Miniſters, 
qualified, as before-mentioned, there 
be many 1n this Day of Gods Power: 


But how do you know, may ſome ſay ? 


] anſwer, By turning us to the great 
and unſpeakable Love of Gad mani- 
feſted in oyr hearts, which ſhews us 


Wour conditions, how it ſtood between 


us and our Creatar, as it had done 
long before,but we knew not that that 
was the appearance of the Son of Loye, 

till thoſe who had taſted, handled, ſeen 
and felt the powerful working thereof 
told us ; but told us allo, the firſt ſtep 
muſt be through Judgment : ; ſoa be- 
lief thereof being raiſed, and a clean 
and a perfect obedience Yielded to-it, 
we in time found its power in us, open- 
ing the Eye of our Underſiandings, 
and du the man of Sin; and (6 


came the knowledge of the Spirit of 


Truth to be revealed jn us, and by 
it we had a fight of the unfruitful 
Works 


25 
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56 a Teſtimony fo? the Truth: 


Works of Darkneſs without in his In: 
ſtruments, and the fight of the Spirit 
of Truth , and thoſe that were Mini-W 
ſters of it: But notwithſtanding this 
Teſtimony, if fome' ſhould be hard to 
believe, let ſuch deal ſo ingeniouſly 
with their own Souls , as tO go and 
hear, and try, with a fingle heart, and 


Hold faſt that which is good; and this 


is deſired, to the end that others may 
be partakers of the ſame Love of God, 
and of their aſſurance of their being 
reconciled unto him through his Son, 
to whom be glory for ever. Now there 
being a neceffity that the Miniſters of 
Chriſt ſhould be qualified, as is before 
mentioned, the Miniſters of Aptichriſt 
may be eaſily known ; but for the ſakes 
of ſuch afore-mentioned, I ſhall lay 
down ſome marks of them : Firſt, They 
are ſuch who never knew the Son of 


_ God in the Everlaſting and Unchang- 
. able Covenant manifeſted in them, fo 


not learned men in the Book of Life, 
but are alienated from the Life of God, 
through the ignorance that is in them, 
knowing him manifeſted in them, who 

is 


\ 
t 
| 
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; Iofallible, but in their fallible wiC 
dom, by the Art of Tongues, gets the 
Propkets, Chriſts, and the Apoſtles 
words, and ſomething out of Hea- 
then Authors, and ſo in their vain ima- 
ginations patches up anothers Dif- 
courſe ; and fo for the love they have 
for their god which 1s their Belly, 
they ſell their Art at as dear a price as 
they can, for ſeveral hundreds by the 

ear, ſome for more, and ſome for leſs, 
Us allas dear as poſhible; as I heard 

a Prieſt ſay once, if it were not for 
Tythes who as would ſhould preach 

for him : butthis being ſo well known 

to all, that its alone for their god, 
whichis their Belly, that their Mouths 
is opened, there is hittle need to ſpeak 
of that, theſe being Sayers, but not 
Doers, {o not accepted of God ; theſe 
are they which run and are not ſent, 
which {peaks a divination of their own 
Brain, ſo not like to profit the peo- 
ple, you may read of them at large 
Ezekiel the thirteentn, read the Chap- 
ter; from ſuch Prielts and Prophets as 
theſe is Profaneneſs gone forth in all 
the 
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23 4 Tefilmony fozthe Truth. | 
the Land, Tread Jeremiah the twenty 
third; ſo they are ſufficiently mark 


out in the Scriptures of Truth. But 
ſome ſay, we know all the Prieſts noy 
adays are bad enough, and the ſmooth: 
eſt of them preach for filthy lucre (ake, 
but they ſpeak good words; ſo we 
may doas they ſay , and as they do: 
O fooliſh people, 1s 1t not becauſe 
you love ſach eafie Prophets, who 
ſpeak peace to you 1n your Sins, that 
you thus ſpeak ? have you not heard 
what the Scriptures of Truth ſayes? 
Do men gather Grapes of thorns, or Figi 
of Thiſtles ? By their Fruits you may 
know them : Should we not count him 
a very Fool that ſhould go look for 
Figs on Thiſtles, or ſweet water out of 
a bitter Fountain ? What if they ſhould 
ſay the Lord lives, that 1s a true ſay- 
ing to them which know it in them- 
ſelves; butits a Lye to them who ſay 
it, and know the contrary in them; 
but theſe Prieſts which Preach for Hire, 
cry peace to men whilſt they put 1n- 
to their Mouths, to the end their god 
tray be ſupplyed , which cauſes and 

con- 


Xx 
WE. 
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conſtrains their Mouths to be openz 
but in caſe you deny te put into their 
Mouths, then Demetrizs like, prepares 
War; crying out, we. have a Law, 
and if you won't pay, we will make 
you pay: But by the way, what com- 
pulſive Law of men doth Chrifts Mini- 
ſters uſe, qr were they to uſe ? prove 
any fuch thing in the Scriptures of 
Truth, that they were to compel any 
hat man to give to them: Now, if God 
rd hath appointed no ſuch Maintenance 
5 2M by bis Righteous Covenant and Laws 
79; Is it not ſtealth in his ſight , to com- 
za) if pl and take that by mans Law, which 
im God hath not. appointed in his Law? 
or || Look about you Prieſts, for the Righ- 
of || teous Judge will fit in Judgment, and 
1d I to the Lambs Bar to give an account 
y- || you muſt come, and then the twiſting 
n- © Serpent will ſtand you in no ſtead, but 
y | all things will be laid bare before you, 
1; | what eſteem you have of your god, 
e, | which is your Belly, for the ſerving of 
- | which, how have you yielded unto the 
d I lying Spirit , and ſo like Ahabs Proe 
d | phets perſwaded and inſtigated many 
' to 


to go on in the Perſecuritn, though tq 
their-deſtrattion, Have you not told 
the Mapiſtrates' that the Quakers are 
Ring- -Leadersof Fattion , though you 
never come to' their Meetings, nor 
never examiried the catiſe why they 
difſented fron! you ; nor never heard 
that they went ' about to. diſturb ot 
moleſt any'of their outward enjoy: 
ments, but barely becauſe they bore 
faithful Teſtimony againſt the twiſtiny 
twining Serpent,” the great Enemy of 
mans Soul ; which Spirit of Error 
your god cannot: be ſerved wg 
ſo a great ſtir and ado you make, 
being Inſtruments of caſting into Pri 
ſon;haling and tearing away the Goods, 
and the like; from thoſe who lives 
4n the Fear and Dread-of the God Alb 
mighty, and in peace with menthough 
in meny with the Serpent, the Ene- 
y of mans Sou] + fo.-1m the Innocent 
Blood which hath been-ſhed-in- Naſty 
Holes; and Stinkiug Priſons ;.cries 4- 
 Joud unto the Rigiteous Judge of 
Heaven and Earth, who is Lord of all, 
who created all at his pleature ,- and 
: Can 


Gpirit of Truth; _: 
Cauſe to the Poronng. 4 

committed , to- be -cleq 

and ti time , who will + 


tending wor Rv red; at 
be in doubt - as cet) what . 
ſaith to the Wicked, '] was an # 
and ye gave me 10: 


and ye gave me: 

ſtranger , and-ye topkme not in's nak; 

tnd ye cloat bed 1c adt-: fieks, at, 

in priſon, aud viſited me” not. 

ſhall they alſo anf wer him;(aying, 

whe ſaw me thee an bungre or th 
ſtranger, 'or ſick, or in prof on 5 

did wot miniſter untothee # 

he anſwer them, ſaying, Kerily , 4 | 

to you, inaſmuch as ye" did it not to 

ohe of tht leaſt of theſe, ye did it not"to: 
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-b us ws Doves wire his wan and 


did they ; xpreſs their-love-ti 


-Y ariſe? Did:they-do'it in fpeakiry 

"great words of his Name'? »No, as yo 
__ ety read, they viſited his Brethra 
-  4nvtheir neceſſities: ſo 'mark by: the 


way, there were Righteous men, and 
now are, though the Miniſters of An 
tichrilt tor the gods ſake , would have 


all-erre and ſtray again from + the 


Eords way; but the Pearl for which 
they have (old all, - and bought, 1s © 


more value then ſo; but ſince Chrif 


hath®Brethren, age not they then 
which are led by the Spirivof Truth? 
and if people be given up to obey it, 
will it not lead them out of the-Spr 
ritof Error2: If (o,- then muſt they not 


depart from your wayes:, who art 


mrhe Revengeful Spirit?  Well-then, 
fincc thoſe that are led by the Spirit 
are 'Sons.. of :God , -as-the Scriptures 
of Truth deciare., ' Rox. 8. and: Hei 
with Chriſt ; for te: that: ſanQifieth, 
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rethren 
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, 
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hing, who call upon Chriſh,- yer. per- 
ſecute ſo near Relations, as his Bre- 
wen? And fince thoſe that viſited 
them not in their neceſfities, received 
ſach condemnation, what will become 
pf .you'? And you , Generation of 
wicked Doers, who have been the: 
cauſe of the. Impriſoning ſo many of 
Chrilts Relations, where (ſeveral hun- 
dreds have laid down their lives for 
their faithful Teſtimony againſt you, 
becauſe of your Adultery from the 
Lord, and his Worſhip, which 1s to 
be performed in Spirit and Truth, and 
bave ſet up worſhips according to your 
own heats Luſt: and becauſe of the 
Lords Patience, and Long-ſuffering, - 
and gr Mercy, how do you har- 

den your heatts againſt Reproofs, and 


for good return evil, and ſo go on 


ſcoffing and mocking : -well, though - 
the-Lord hath exerciſed a great deal 
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is 0 is re eel bein a 
Vain er and i = 
noReward is received, or wHen they 
ask amils, what anſwer ſhall ſuch have, 
judge ye.?- And therefore, be Admo- 
niſhed, I beſeech you, to mind that 
which gives you a Diſcerning and cer- 
_ tainKnowledgein this weighty Work: 

You. may read what the Lord ſaid by 

his Servant T/azeh, chap. 8. concerning 
Faſting. ; and what Chriſt j Jeſus aid, 
Mat. 4 but how long may people read 
_ theſe SayingsF( as well as athers) and 
yet have no certain knowledge of the 
Will of God therein ? I ſpeak of ſuch 
who are out of the way of a True Un- 
derſtanding; which a'l are who arein 
. a bare Confeſſion, with their Mouths, 
.. that God ought to be feared; but the 
_. Heart, that not being right in "his fight. 

Infidelity that taking place there 3 fromſſ* 
_., whence a .Conchufion is drawn, Th 
. Sin, whichjs Evil, can't be parted with 


this 


art. gre (py wh they : : Fr bs ; whe >) 
a Form of Words, 'and larhe C nier 
fions., concernin God and Chriſt are 
made; but, the lefſed and Effecual 
Workings of God's Spirit in Fleſh, for 
the Deſtroying of. Sin, that being: de- 
nved,; the Enemy's works ( which is 
Sin and Evil) they continue int 
\ Heart ( contrary to the Bleſſed W 
of God) by, which means the Nobi- 
lity of Man's Underſtanding that Is 
Clouded and Darken'd through Error 
Falſhood ; by which means- the 
q linds of Mankind are exerciſed in a 
il Bronft Underſtanding concerning Spi- 
40 ritual Matters 3 imagining a Perform- 
«| ing of Service to God by confeſling, 
hl That he ought to be feared, ( and yet. 
live out of what they confeſs i ina Talk) 
nf that all good Succeſs and Bleſſing comes 
q fo him, &c. So then, let ſuch be 
judged by their own words, who con- 
| feſs he ought to be feared, and yet 
k + live in Sin. and Evil , under a ſtrange. 
I Deluſion , That thoſe Works can never 
be eſo deftroyed, as to know Dominion and 
C 4 Free- 


at 
y 
* 
Wl | 
i | 


_ contrary to Sin and Evil : 


* ule things : So here Sin, the Contimg 
ance of thathath' been; pleaded for by 
them who would be called/Chriftians! 
and would'be accounted {uch who ſeal 
God, and that they are jn his Service, 
301 oh never expect to be free from 
fin; What Service 'is that in Evil? 
And what Reward ſhall Evil Works 
have? Is not fin an Evil work of the 


Evil One? And muſtnot the Warks of 


the Evil One, if continued in, _— 


Bad Reward : > 


Oh that people would Fear God in 
Deed and in Truth ! for they that fear. 
him will do no Evil : So the way of a 
Right Underſtanding, . that leads quite 
So its ſtrong 
Deluſion indeed, to expect a Right 
Underſtanding in an Evi Way ; and 
Preſumption indeed jt is, to hin for 


_ Good ont of Evil. 


Oh, be Awakened to Righteouſl-., 
neſs, in which there's no fin! and then 
will the Eye of the Underſtanding be 
opened 


F-yce; k yr # ters 1 outward vi - 


4 og we B03. 


dd to - ſs this Man-of fn; 


in-Man, \ under Confeſſions: and* 
Rrefelfions of the Name of God and- 
Chriſt, whilſt. that fignified by the 
Name, which 1s Power manifeſted | in 
Fleſh, for the revealing the Man of fin, 
and deſtroying his works , that hath 
been denyed by the Exaltation of the 
Man of fin in. man; by whom Man- 
kind hath been exalted above the Pure 
Principle of God in man, even above 
the Light of that Bleſſed and Unerring 
Spirit of Chriſt, by which that which 
Is reproveable 1 is made manifeſt : But 
through Unbeliet of God's Love there- 


in, Mankind in a great part being held 
under ſtrong Deluftons of Satan, . their 


minds being.exerciſed in a Brutiſh Un- 
derſtanding , ſome have called that 
Bleſſed Principle. of God in man, # 


Dewiliſh Licht; and others a Bewilder- 


ing Light, or a Natural [ ight ;, (0 that 
a that is of God in man that hath 
been denyed ({ whoſe Work: do you 
think this is?) Butitf it were ſo, asthe 
WIOKSG One in the wicked hath con- 
cluded 


bath exalted: him(dlf above. 5 Wo = © 


. 
. a - _ POO _ 
» 6A - D, 
> - 
- 
or Remo ab ow A CARS. _ _ 
- 


4 - . $87 CE” / a es ue. —_— , ; of, _ ye 
"PS, os 5 Y © . a — WA . dA w fr 2 S GEE EY 
_ * A Cao oo 4d tl p ya wi 3 Fa 2 loco Set OR”, , > "Wed. ; kh here 0 res IE : eres — 
— oy F: & I 2 v bad jg IE Me. 4 C4. 6 S Ly - He _ Ro SS, T4 a 5" F vel 4 vm , i” 1 TOP pe _—_ IP" : 
* old EE _—_ ICS _ SY —- - a8 Wy rs a O- he W207 > 2.5 MEN ads bo 3 4 POE 6 q 2+ ir aa _ 4 Z ag ag. ©, p 
: DE [ LIE —_—C—_— WES. k,n gr ah, EIT Re EI i en end ps "5 ab a rag a. CS __ I ps gt, ws : . FOR 0 op 5 gr 905 28 y =» 
'S A. '. «bad M8 - —_— = , a7. (44. % ; _ RO . 1 -—— - » - -2 - By” = oy as RR a" - a we CE; - wiz - _ Cut. a Re Ly es 6 MS Es 7 IF; 4" & > SS £ is ” | . 
- V7 - —_— S 0 = = b . - / c On 4 oy _ boy £ AO oi". . ah «.- - a AE” 7 =—_ - > Mage <" 3 . Xx 6 bn - 
Ix Mo RE og WOT 28; "56 -** 72 a ES $ "Won; N bt $0 ; Scls-— Bab\ >> A, at 0. 2 OS. 4 had | . — * Rant ar nr 3x | > k IF y Ie 0 g & a 
-; g Fu _ a wu x < M5 _— — p / 7 - hs ig eat? re dM ned wo 4 8 ee 
o <.. # - a DJ , $4 p 
«— .— e, —— Ok - ade Wo am 4 + oy ot, 1 4 
w—_— _ _ a = 


WW. -- 7 O oY 
og ts * 3 wh = = 3G v- <2 4 4 
EDEN < _ "x. 
»— 4 P gu. —— 
nr Ao nr 1, i 
: Cop Ont Bib ne; jr; ha RC 6s 


-- — 


PT a - Te tm 
— 
Led _ DES: br Eh Sos HURA re, DT 


£3.54 : 
£2374 I 


created Mankind upon the Earth, and 


ſtrive, &c. Then was not Deſtrudion 


| he was a Preacher according to the 


Jaded, imay it not be ſaid now, agit 
was1n the dayes of old, -after-God had 


they had corrupted their Wayeg, 
which diſpleaſed God, who in his Dif 
pleaſure ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not alwayer 


nigh ? but in that there was a time in fo 
which God's Holy Spirit did ſtrive 
with fleſh, it plainly appears, the good 
will of God was therein to have hadit 
otherwiſe 3. but Mankind reſiſting his 
Way of bringing it to paſs, the Way 
of Salvation that was removed, anda 
Way of Deſtruction letin , ſo the Way 
of Salvation then that was by the moy- 
ing and working of God's Good Spi- 
rit, the which had place in Noah, who 
was a perfe& man in his day, who 
being moved in a True Fear of God 
had a Right Underſtanding, in which 


Will of God : So that Bleſſed Spirit of 
God, by which Noah had regard and}. 
was ated by, though it was rejected} 
by Mankind in their corrupt Wayes, ſ 
yet it was not Devzliſh nor Natural, 2s 
— _ Mankind 


LY 
- fv» 
2 

. 
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Mankind in their Brutifh Underſtand- 
ng in great meaſure have concluded:: 
but the leaſt meaſure of that - pure 
principle of God in Mankind of his 
Bleſſed Spirit, 1s Unerrmg ; the which 
in meaſure, in all Ages, in God's Time 
and Seaſon did ſtrive in Mankind, and 
for the good of Mankind, that through 


. 
» 
A 


of Corrupt Wayes and Works, which 


S Corrupt Wayes and Works was and 
$I 3s the Cauſe of all Heavy and Grievous 
JE Judgments in Ages paſt, and to come-- 


"FN upon Mankind : So its plain and evi- 
T8 dent, how Gracious, Merciful and Long- 
ſuffering God hath been throughout 
all Ages through ſome meaſure of the 
ſhining of the Light of his Unerring 
Spirit, notwithſtanding the Great and 
'Grievons Provocations of Mankind 


C 


| ena 
« 
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their Underſtandings were and aare 
_ darkened, that they could not come 


bonds nlbns m—_ 


Love of God that was unto them ( as 
' it is written) How often -is the Candle 
of the Wicked put ont , Job 21. So its 

A ; | plain, 


CO Nw} 


FURET ITY 


it they might have been Preſervedout 


in their Corrupt Wayes , by which. 


'toa clear Diſcerning what manner of 
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plain, that was and is: the Love 
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Aa! 
_- 


Godin the Light of his Unerring Spilſ 6 


rit, by which the Wicked were thewn 
their Wickedneſs in all Ages; and thy 
putting that Love from them was, and 
is the Cauſe that the Wicked periſh in 
their Wickedneſs, through the Hard 
neſs of their Hearts, and Unbelief of 
the Love of God in his Bleſſed Prin- 
ciple of Light, whiclr ſhines ſometimes 
even unto the Wicked, though they 


cry, Depart, I deſire not the Knowledgt 
of thy Wayes : And though this Wicked- 


neſs of the Wicked, under many fair 
pretences of Confeſſions and Profeſ: 


fions of God, have labour'd to put 


away the way of the Lord,and through 
many Devices hath the Wicked One 


in his Agents in their Wickedneſs, ſet 
up many Corrupt Wayes ; yet the 


Way of the Lord remains Pure forever, 
and can never be Corrupted, but it 


remains a True Witneſs - againſt all 


Eviland Corrupt Wayes whatſoever. 
And this Perfe& Way of God was the 


Way of the Upright in Heart in all. 


Ages, by which they. were led out q 
Te, Evi 
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vil ( though under more Servitdde) 
\efore_ the fualne& of "time, ' when it 
eaſed God ſo to cauſe his Light to 
fine forth in Fleſh, in an abſolute per- 
et Dominion over all the Luſts of the 
ſh, where Satan could get no En- 
ermce, though Forty Dayes Chriſt 
jeſus was Tempted by him; ſo herein 

as the Son , who 1s the Heir of all, 
manifeſted. So all the true Prophets in 
ll Ages, they had their Teſtimony 
xom a meaſure of the Light of that 
Spirit 3 and there their Teſtimony end- 
d (who were Faithful) and the Law 

ritten in Tables of Stone, that was 
y the Light of that Bleſſed Spirit, by 
zbich all might ſee and learn to come 
Mo Chriſt, in whom the Law is fulfilled: 
$0 here 1s the Prophet, whom Moſes 
Woke of, that God would raiſe up, 
whom all is to hear; and every Soul 


that will not hear that Prophet, De- - 


ſtrucion attend it. 
So let none ſay in their Hearts, #ho 
hall aſcend into Heaven, that is, to bring 
this Prophet Chriſt from above ? or, Who 
hall deſcend into the deep, that is, to 


bring 
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\bring up ChriSÞ again from" the Dead! 
For the Word 15\ nigh, even 1n-the 
Heart and Mouth z which Word « 
Faith the Miniſters which were .True 
did Preach, and them which are Trie 
do Preach; and herein is the Labour 
of them whoſe Abiding is inthe Word, 
that others may be turned to the 
Word in the Heart and Mouth, that 
by it they may be reconciled unto 
God: And this Bleſſed Word was in 
the beginping, before words were; 
All things being made by hint, in whon 
is Fife, and the Life was (andis ) the 
Light of Men, who believe therein: 
And though the World did not, - not 
doth not know the Love of God here- 
in, yet he was and is in the World; 
and though his Appearance was andis 
rejeted by moſt, yet ſome did and do 
receive him, who felt and feel his 
Power. to overcome the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, which 1s Sin and Evil ; which 
Unſpeakable Love of God, ſhed abroad 
in the Hearts of the Primitive Chri- 
$:ans, by this Free Gift of .his Holy 
Spirit, which made them who.received 
| the 


Fl 


4 


he ſame; [who were truly. ſenſible of - 1:19 
od's Love therein, undergo -great 
znd grievous things, ſome' things af 
which may be read in the Scriptures-of 
Truth. - So-their Faſting and-Prayers 
xcing performed by the Movings and 
uidings of that Bleſſed Principle of 
30d, how were ſuch preſerved by the 
Power of God, in the Peace of God, 
rherein their Souls reſted in God ? 
do the Bleſfled Name, of the Lord was 
nto them a ſtrong Tower (which was 
be ſame to the Righteous in all Ages) 
put never was a more. clearer Diſcern- 
ng thereof then 1n this Age; there 
zeing a -Cloud of Witnefles of the 
yerlaſting Love of the Everlaſting 
30d herein: and fo they are Bleſitd 
ho live up to that Bleſſed Principle 
pf God in them, and continue Faith- 
ul to the End in the Teſtimony there- 
f: O the Remembrance of them wall 
de had in great Eſteem in Ages and 
enerations to come. 

So now, that which is Chiefelt of 
ll, and of greateſt Value, let that be 
rt minded , that all things may . be 
=” | done 
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| done accordingto-the Will of God, 
_ In orderto which a Right Underſtand; 
ing 1s neceſſary , the which is bertallif;, 
then Gold and S;lover; for the Wickel,, 
may poſſeſs Gold and S;lver,and thing 
viſible to their Hurt , where a Righ 
Underſtanding is wanting ; for if Knoy: 
ledge and Underſtanding be wanti 
people perifh : Therefore be adviſe 

to waitinthe Way of Uriderſtandinp 

the Fear of theLord God , who wad 
Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and 4 
things elſe according to his good Ple 
ſure; here is the beginning of Knoywſe 1 
ledge, and to attain to a Right Undern, 
ſtanding: for, in the Fear of the Lorifffeep 
there's no Evil in that Way, So-awaimd-: 
with Invention and Imaginations 0 
Fearing God, whilſt Concluſions at 

| tnade, That Sin can't be parted with 
all Wayes made up by men in Sin, anWooc 
from a Corrupt Underſtanding : 

come to the Fear of God, and he wi 
teach us his Wayes:; and all that comWere 
there come out' of Evil; for thereMenil 
no Evil in God's Wayes : ſo that thefing 
that arein God's Way, are ont of Evifve 


1 which it. plainly appears, -that all 
Vayes Where 'Conglufions are made, 
bat: Sir , is tw them 5 Or, that they 
wt Jive ont of JSin;. or, that they 
ww n0t 4 Way out .of Ot: A all fuch, 
here:ſuch Conclufions.are made, are 
it: of a«Right LiInderſtanding , and 
ieir Wayes areDeltructive, and their 
orks in them 'Wayes are Deſtructive, 
xthatiallwho-endeavour to ſave their 
ives/there, do want a Right Under- 
ding 3 'for Tranſgreſhon, which 4s 
n, is the Cauſe-of. Death ; ſo all that 
e raiſed from Death, are raiſed from 
n, the Caufe:of it: ſo then, all. that 
gepitheir:Lives:there, ſhall loſe Life ; 
l-all that loſe their lives there, {hall 
id Life « So Blefſed are they who 
rvethe Living God, they do as they 
ould doz fo that's no {Evil (but 
00g) {olet:none think in-their Per- 
re Wayes , that they ſhall be fed 
ith Knowledge :and Underſtanding 
Were (No, no) :they will Starve and 
miſh there [for want of Underſtan- 
ing: ſo let all deal clearly with them- 
Wires, in-coolneſsand._ ſtillneſs, in the 
4 DD lilerice 


43 An Erhoztation to. 
filence of flefhly wildom,” m a tr 
Examination concerning the way, 
they live in,and let that which 1s wron 
be rejected, and that which 1s rip 
received; and in that which is Rig 
will be ſeen what Faſt is Pleafipg an 
Acceptable in God's figat ;# and th 
Prayer which will be - EffeQtual a 
Prevalent for the good of the Soul! 
a Right Underſtanding will be fee 
So now, begin a Faſt; come, pitty tt 
Oppreſled ; Jet the Priſoner go fre 
have Compaſhon on the Poor ; bre: 
off Iniquities by a True Repentang 
in turning from Evil, the Cauſe of A 
gui{ſh and Trouble upon the Sou], th 
the Soul may be ſet at Liberty to pral 
the Lord ; and ſo let hard hearts! 
melted and broken down, and tt 
ſeat of Unbelief , by reaſon of whi 
the Love of God in the Light of 
Son 1s rejected , and by that met 
poor ſouls are kept in Bondage cd 
trary to the Will of God, let that(: 
of Unbelief be thrown down ; for Gt 
1s greatly difplcaled at the Preſump 
on of Mankind, who have exalt 
thet 


Faſting and Payer. 49 
\emſelves in their own wills, where 
If exerciſeth Will-worſhip in a feign- 

= Humility, whereby the Croſs is 
Wunted Foolſhneſs. So Chriſt's Ex- 
prtation, Totake up the Croſs daily, and 
W7 S:/f, God's Love therein that is 
ghted ; the Croſs that being with- 
t,Faſting that being without, Prayers 

at being without, all being done 
ithout a Right Underſtanding; for 
ant of which Ptetended Faſting 1s 
in, Prayer 1s vain, and the Con- 
ration of Mankind is vain and nn- 
ofitable, where the will of man 1s 
in Oppoſition againſt the Will of 

dd in his Heavenly Guift, even the 
ght of his Unerring Spirit, by which 

e World is reproved of Evil: and 

is is, and will be the World's Con- 
mnation, their ſleighting the many 
ftations of God's Love, in that he 
th manifeſt unto them what is re- 
ovable 1n his (ight ; but they being 
mindful of God's Love therein, by 
bch means their Souls are in great 
dndage under Sin and Corruption 
jected there under a vain Hope by 
D 2 the 
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50 An'Efhofftion'td 

the Stibtilty of the'Serpent, Thatthoy 
they tive unſeparited fro: Fin, yet th 
| fhall Bt ain Juſtification throneh 'Chri 
and ſte a good End, origgod brought for 
through S$in be never finiſhed ; this kit 
of Perſwafion 'is theough ſttons 'Del 
fions "of Satan, whole workings are| 
a deep Myſtery of 'Iniquity'in iprete 
ded Godlinels but 'his 'End 'thet 
Ie, tO make void that' Bleſſed _—_ 
of Lord and Saviour'to' finiſh Sin, 
to'putan 'End'to Unrighteouſhel, 1 
thereby to make 'way for the brin 
ing in Everlaſting Righteouſheſs, t 
ſouls | in that Blefled Principle of” G 

may reſt in Peace. 

Now where this'1s not known, 
Awakened, I beſeech you, u 
Richtcouſnel , which is God's , 
no otherwayes man's, but as 4 
comes ftript of his own'Eyes, 'and 
comes before the '*Lord with a 'Brok 
and Conttite Spirit, and Heart hu 
bled at his fight, whoſeacheth it by 
Light, and ſhc-ws to' man in the Cl 
of the Day what beaſtly ny 
are Icdgingtherein; tothe end , 


ſl 


_ Falling and:Paayer, $1 
an.might lye down at the Feet of his 
ppearance in. a;True Falt, in ab{tain- 
gs from Evil; aud: Praying in the 
zirit, that by the Exerciſe of: God's 
"Ve 1N his ſiriving: therewith, Evil 
xy. be overcome, and 1o the ſoul. (et 

liberty from Evil, the cauſe of 
rouble and Anguijih , which is upon 
ery ſoul that's in Evil. 
So let every one that names the 
ime of the Lord depart from EF vil. 
ome ( #rſer and Swearer, be per{waced 
be awakened, and: (ee what a ſad 
pndition thy ſoul is in: but if thou 
It not, but hardeneſt thy heart, what 
ll the taking the Name of the Lord 
to thy Mouth ayail thee? Or Un- 
2an Perſon who art defiled, and en- 
Aavouring to defile others, remem- 
r, That none 71 Cauclaanneſs can en- 
into Heaven; fo except thou leav- 
t thy Evil therein, thy ExpeCations 
God's Kingdom will fail thee. 
Come Idolaters, who are making 
dds of Gold, and Silver, and Wood, 
dStone, and ſo are bowing down 
the works of your own hands; that 
© Dt 1s 
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$2 An Erhoztation to 

15a great Abomination and Evil, gre 
ly to be lamented, who are ſo far bljn 
ed from the Appearance of the Lip 
of God's Spirit in your own Hear 
which being taken heed unto x 
obeyed, brings to the Knowledge 

God; but that Love of God being 
jected, what ſtrangers are you to Ge 
and the Saints of Life? and ſo areh 
come Beaſtly and Bruitiſh in your ll 
derſtandings, your Bands of Corr 

tion through ſin and iniquity bei 
made ſtrong ; and ſo under ſtrong « 
laſions are bowing to PiQtures to | 
you in mind of God and the Sai 

though they cannot hear, nor fee,n 
ſmell]: what ſavour think you to 
out of them Stocks and Stores ? | 
Awakened, I beſeech you, to Con 
deration ; and know, that it's (on 
meaſure of that Grace and Truth whi 
Jeſus of Nazareth was filled with; | 
Vertue of that all the Saints ſavd 
to God,and one unto another ; whit 
Grace hath appeared unto all, but 1 
Saints or Believers, were and are tau 
by it: ſo that which convinces of E 


| 


Faſting and Payer. $3 

; to them that believe in it and obey 
, an Inftrucer in the way of Life. So 

ave your Folly in Bowing and Cring- 
otothe Eaif, and to you know not 

hat 3 and anſwer the Love of God 

n his Principle of Light in you, which 
nakes manifeſt that which is Evil ; and 
hen will the Eye of your Underſtan- 
ng be opened, to the beholding of 
jim who fills Heaven and Earth with 
js Preſence, ſo that no Darkneſs 
an cover man from him, who is 
od of the North, South, Faſt, and 

e#f;*who will ſpoil your glorying, 
rho are boaſting your ſelves. of the 
Antiquity of your Religion, who 
irſt went from the Croſs, which 1s 
he Power of God , and ſo got up 
na form of words, and then ſet the 
roſs upon the Houſe, of Store, &c, 
Alas ! your Religion is ſeen through; 
and all who hang upon your Skirts, 
hey mult have a ſhare of the ſhame, 
hich is coming upcn that Adulte- 
ated whoriſh Spirit, which hath led 
he minds of the people out from 
ſenſe of the Royal Law of God 

D 4 ___, with- 
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53 AnExyonationts | 
within man, (6 thatthe ſtreams of God! 
Love therein to Mankind; ' that hath 
been ſtopt ; and'in the Night of Apo 
ſtacy the ſtream of Malice, and Envy 
and Hatred, that hath run in you 
Streets, where the Innocent Blood 
ſhed lyes at your doors. So it's time 
you were awakened to a true Repen- 
tance, that you may come to the 
knowledge of SalvatTon through the 
Remiſſion of your fins: for it's thefſe 
vying of your ſouls, I ſeek, and not th 
deſtruQtion of your bodies; fo Truth 
my weapon, which I deſire may reach 
to that of God which. is Truth in: you; 
that ſo the pure Language, which 
Truth, may bereſtored inall; and the 
Royal Law of Love therein-:may ſhey 
it (elf, which gives an Underſtanding, 
To love God above all, and our Neigh 
bonrs as or ſelves, and to doto all mi 

4s we would they ſhould do unto us. 
Come all you who conceive mif 
chief on your Beds in your hearts, and 
cannot reſt till you bring it forth in 
to action; now conlider what manner 
of evil this is, which though it may be 
| | | Covered 
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Fallfig'and Payer. 55 

overed for a time, if continued in, 

in and deſtruCtion is in the way 
hereof. 

Come you who live in Pride and 
lleneſs, following the luſt of the Eye, 
be luſt ofthe: Fleſh and Pride of Life, 
zho live in fulneſs of Bread and Wan- 
onneſs, Feaſting and making Merry 
yer the pure Principle of Godin you; 
hisis a great Evil: therefore be admo- 
iſhed to mind that God in you, and 
/atch and Pray-1n- the ſame, that fo 

by that which is good of God, the 
Evil may be overcome, and the root 
and ground judged from whence all 
vil ſprings. 

Come all you Drunkards and Glut- 
tenous Perſons , who' waſte and ſpoil 
the good Creatures , which are ap- 
ponted for the neceſfary uſe of Man- 
kind; read what is written in Jſz. 5. 
I1, 12. What a miſerable life are you 
m Who are attended with Wo and 
Miſery, who are (o far ſeparated from 
the love of God 1n his Son,and the Do» 
minion that is therein to uſe and order 
all things aright, according to the. 

will 
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off theſe evils by a true Repentance, 


An Erhoztation to 
will of God? For want of this knoy 
ledge how are many overcome wit 
Strong Drinks the which having Ds 
minion, how are many there 'un. 
manned of that natural ability of 
man, and ſolye lyable to other Temy 
tations, whereby the ſopllyes in bon. 
dage 2 Come now, be perſwaded ti 
mind that love of God which in th: 
Cool, when the Drink is out, ſhe 
you what a great evil this is 3 which! 
not departed from,. ruin is in that wa 
both of Soul, Body and Eſtate. 

Come you Gamefters of all ſorts 
who ſpend your time in Gaming an 
Sports, who are coveting an Increaſ: 
by ſuch unequal and unjuſt wayes, and 
many ſpending their time in ſuch Pra 
tices, How many Families are ruined 
by ſuch a Courſe of Life ? and what 
an evil example Parents thereby ſhey 
to their Children and Families > This 
15a great evil, (uch- being an 1ll [a 
vour who are living therein, both 
to God, and man who fears God, 
Therefore be admoniſhed , to break 


and 


and learn to redeem time,thata Change 
may be witneſſed (before you go from 
hence ) by vertue of the Power of 
Chriſt, which often moves againſt evil: 
ſolet not the juſt alwayes be reſiſted 
by the unjuſt ; but if the juſt principle 
of God be minded and joyned unto, 
then will the unjuſt be overcome, and 
the juſt ſet up ; in which all that dwell 
will be good ſavour 1n their day , and 
a good example to all. 


falſe Birth, where your.Ears are {topt 
and your Eyes are cloſed, ſo that you 
have neither heard, nor (een,nor hand- 
led. that which was from the beginning; 
even that word of Life ( which ever- 
laſting Life was with the Father, and 
was and is manifeſted to Believers) 
nal from whence Teſtimony is given of 
evil Gods love therein, where the true fel- 
hi lowſhip is witneſſed in the Blefled 
[WW Light of God; which all you, who 
UMM are exalting a falſe Birth, do deſpite, 
0.8 and ſpeak very evilly of, or at leaſt, 
ak very ſlightly : So the true Heir hath 
ce, been rejected, and not thought fit to 
ndll , raign Z 
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Come all you who are cxalting a 
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63 An Exhoztation to. 
raignz having been called by You Who 
are exalting the falſe and untimely 
Firth , either a Devil ( which ſome 
have called him ; and others, Natural, 
or a Fool: by which it may be ſeen, 
how the Serpent's Wiſdom hath been 
ſet by, by the Adultereſs, who would 
fain have her Baſtard to be Heir. for 
which end how ſeemingly fair hath 
the Harlot Trimmed and Decked her 
ſelf? being arrayed in Purple and Scar- 
let, and decked with Gold and Preti- 
ous Stones and Pearls; her Religion 
being in her head, from whence Abo- 
minations are let into the Heart ; 
where if the Light appear to ſearch it, 
it ismocked and ſleighted by Jſhmael: 
So that falſe Prophet he is ſet up, who 
cryes.out, No Revelation now; {o the 
deceitful heart being after the falſc 
Prophet, groſs darkneſs that covers: 
ſo the loveof God in the Bleſſed ap- 
pearance of the Light of his unerring 
Spirit, that 1s not comprehended; ſo Þ 
the Eye hath not ſeen, nor the Ear 
heard, neither hath it entred into their 
hearts, the Mercies and Goodneſs of 
God, 


Faſtſig'and Payer. 
30d, which is'to'them that fear him,and 
love his appearance in the Heart, where 
the Light of 'his Bleſſed Spirit doth 
ſhew forth'his goodneſs, from whence 
is Miniſtred forth 'life and ſtrength to 
the-poor ſou], ſtrengthning it againſt 
the appearance of evil: ſo the ſoul be- 
ing made ſenſible of the Peace of 
God, and reſt through the Revelati- 
on of his Holy Spirit, which cauſes joy 
and gladnels to the Soul; having found 
a friend mn its adverſity, it ſets a high 
value and eſteem of him , and is wil- 
ling to be guided and direCted by him: 
So the Harlot 1s feen, and. the ' falſe 
Birth 1s ſeen, and the falſe Prophet 
which ſteals the 'true'Prophets words 
is ſeen: ſo the Adultereſs may :Cry 


long enough, and Scold long enough, 


| and Peep and Mutter, all her Whines- 
ng; in ſeeming Prayers, and Teaching 
Dofrines all end infilthineſs and fin-in 
her beſt duties; and yet this Impudent 
Harlot concludes, There 3s none like 
her: and her Birth is the true-Pirth; 
and all the reſt are falſe :* But her deceit 
is manifelt, and her Sorceries and 
Witch- 
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 vour to God and man. But you Ran- 


Witchcraft is ſeen 3 and a Bed of Tor 
ment is prepared for her: ſo they area 
Bleſſed that fear the Living God, and 
ſanQifie him in their Hearts, who dy 
not commit Leudneſs with the Harlot, 
nor add any thing to the maintaining 
of her Gallantry. | 

Come all you Ranters, who have 
gotten ſome words of Truth,but do uſe 
them in an exaltec ſpirit, in which you 
are (wimming up and' down above" 
the pure ſtream, which flows from the {WC 
pure. meck principle of God , the na-W* 
ture of the Water of Life, which comes MD 
from the Fountain of all good, that be: {1 
Ing to drive away all filthineſs of Fleſh; th 
where that hath paſſage,it refreſhes and MW” 
keeps green and freſh, in a good {a- 


ters having loſt its ſavour, are exalted 
above that which 1s lowly and good, 
being under a great Imagination of a 
knowledge of good and evil, on which, 
through the ſubtilty of the Serpent 
feeding you, are become dead to any 
true ſenſe of the Vertue that flows from 
the living Power,from whence through 
| dil- 


liſobedience you being ſhut out : What 
a'do you are making? ſome crying 
ut againſt Meeting, as formal; and 
that you ſeel-not the Tower that was a+ 
mongit them : which indeed is no 
wonder when you are paſt feeling , 
and ſo being toſſed up and down mn 
Wyour minds in an exalted ſtate, ſome 
{Wappearing in a ſingular pretended Zeal, 
{Wunder a voluntary humility, asif you 
were Wiſer and Holier then 'others 
WM (the Serpent here having puft up.) ſets 
Wa judging the Body, and feeds his 
Mmcmbers who waits for hurt, as by the 
.Mlipping of ſome through weaknels, or 
,Wthe like, and fo gets all occaſions of 
| Mmaking Parties and Rents, ſtil] the Ser- 
. Mpent being covered under a pretence 
. Wot a higher Attainment 3 but ar length, 
| Waiter ſome time of exerciſe in this 
work , and through the everlaſting 
; Wlove of God in the Fody, in preſer- 


ving it ſound and intire , where his 


will 18 done, and a fight-given of the 
Enemy's working therein, and ſo not 
able to prevail: At length many go 
out in Diſtraction to Meetings, and 
there 
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there midkeiſad noiſes, 'roprevent-{(if 
poſſible) the gomg forth of the Decls 
wanonef Truth, as nach as im :then 
yes; keopingpeopleifroma Reception 
(thereof by itheir Babbling and Squal. 
Jing to Difturb Meetings, it having 
plainly appeared. But their Nouriſh 
ment being from the Vine-of :Soden 
-diſobedience'to that which they wigh 
be convinced of, 'being the cauſeafron 
-whence'the firſt poingioutwas; forth 
'Roor'being corrupt, the'Fruit Isicor 
Tupt* fo -albin-trme grow dry and'w: 
thered-, being -an ill favour therein, 
and a ſtink whilſt they iJive therein'up- 
-on'Earth+ 'ſo that both the way ant 
-end in that way iis deftructive. Thi 
which imay'iferve for a warning to q 
who 'are convinced of the Truth, 
:take heet! how they flight Gods No 
therein, -in diſobeying 'thatiPrincipk 
-of God in them , which 1s meek and 
Jowly-; and all that 'lwe in 'true Obs: 
.drence toit, they live in (ſafety, where 
evil in uncleanne(s -cannot enter , nor 
Haughtinefs'hath no place there 3 but 
they thatanſwepthat Bleſled Principle 
the) 
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jey riſe1n its nature to hate unclean- 
and haughtineſs ; ſon its nature 
meekneſs and lowlineſs,all who grow 
ere bring forth good Fruit, which is 
Blefled favour in his ſight, who is 
reator of all; and all who are grafted 
Ito this root, and abiding therein, 
) fee] ſap and nouriſhment from the 
me, whereby they ſpring, grow 
id ficariſh in a green, lively, ſenſible 
e of the exerciſe! of God's love to 
ankind 3; and ſo dare not appear 
therwiſe in the ſight of men, then 
ey ſtand approved in his fight who 
es all things: and, ſo, meeting to- 
ther to wait upon him, who hath. 
| Power '1n Heaven and Earth, all 
athering together in hisBleſſed Name, 
cling true Refreſhment in his Pre- 
nce : ſtrength there by is renewed 
love God above all, and to love 
ne another, and to watch for the 
bod 1n-one another ;, and to teſtifie 
paint the evil, which may be an oc- 
iſton of defiling or hurting any ; {till 
aiting in meekneſs and. love, to the 
dd the good may be preſerved, and. 
= E that 
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64 An Ethottation to 


that which is evil reſiſted : And thoug 
this love by many may be rejected, yt 


it is that which will carry them w 


are exerciſed therein above the head 
all oppoſition; and preſerve'them wh 


keep their Habitation therein out 


all extreams, even to finiſh their cou, 
with Joy and Peace in that Crown 
Life which is everlaſting. 

Come all you who livein Eny 
Hatred, Malice, Strife and Cement 
on, Maſters and Dames of Famil 
who are in Branglings,and evil and ri 
Speakings, and Diſcontents 3 the 
Fruits proceed froma corrupt at 
curſed ground ; and fo is an ill ſavo 
and bad example to your Familia 
Thisis a great evil. 

And all Children who areStubba 
and Heady, who do not obey ya 
Parents, as its meet inthe Lord: TI 
is a great ev1l. - 

And all Servants. who are not Su 
jet and. Obedient, in your eve 
Dl but are high-minded, and cal 
not bear Reproofsz but are ready! 
Anſwer again, and to be Diſquiet, a 

M 


Faſting any Þ2apcr. 65 
Murmur , and Whiſper, and to tell 
Taksto {tirup Anger and Strife : This 
isa great Evil, 
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Ow tothe good in every particy- 

lar 1s this writ, even that good 
Principle of God ; by which if taken 
heed©, its nature is, to make mani- 
eſt that which isevilz and it will not 
n the leaſt agree with any thing that 
evil: That 1s a Pearl indeed, which 
he Earthly mind and wiſdom hath 
kept people from the knowledge of: 
but the way of the upright, winch 
as and 1s out of evil.) And fo thefear 
f offending God, by obeying his 
pood pitt, that is good, and out of 
vil; which is a true and right way to 
clear underſtanding what to abſtain 
and Faſt from , and what to Pray mn 
and for according to the will of God. 
$0 a Teſtimony of the everlaſting lave 
f God in his way, which is perfe@, 
many have received , where the Eye 
E 3 of 


66 An Exho2tatton to 

of Underſtanding Eath been” opened, 
' from which, that 1s ſeen which wa 
from the beginning (even the word & 
life ) in which there's no Evil : ſo its 
good and juſt that this be confelled to 
before men, and great evil to deny it; 
ſo its the good which is of God, by 
which all evil 1s overcome 3 ſo Bleſſed 
are they who overcome the evil by 
the good , and fo are built and eſtab- 
liſhed throngh the good word of God; 
by which the ſoul being freed from 
bondage and corruptron in fin and 
evil, from which the (oul being (et at 
liberty, on the unſpeakable love of 
God herein in his Son , manifeſted to 
deſtroy the Devil's works, which is fin 
and evil, here is freedom through the 
the Son of God's love. in Deed and 
Truth : ſo that Scripture 1s fulfilled, 
If the Son ſets yon free, then are you free 
#:deed : whoſe Bleſſed freedom 1s out 
of fin and evil. 

So the Bleſſed end of the everlaſt- 
ing love of God, in his coming in the 
Light of his unerring Spirit of life and 
© power, to finiſh fin, and put an' end 
wa to 
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) tranſpreſſion, this is ſeen and known 
o be the richeſt and choiceſt of his 
nany mercies to mankind 3 the which 
nercy of God being rejected, or ob- 
tracted through the vain imaginations 
nd evil ways fet up by man's wiſdom 
the fallen eſtate from a right under- 
tanding 3 where concluſjons are made, 
That fin cannot be overcome: I ſay to 
| ſuch who are at eaſe under that 
oncluſion, they are fled to lying va- 
ities, where being from a ſenſe of 
od's mercies in his Son, and there 
Iwelling and abiding, their habitati- 
Nis in Darkneſs, their Faſting is in 
Darkneſs, their Prayers are in Dark- 
els, their Fellowſhip is in Darknels, 
nd their Profeſſions and Confeſſions 
f God and Chriſt are in Darkneſs, 
here they know not what they ſay, 
Yr what they do, being in Darkneſs ; 
nd there reading the Teſtimony of the 
oly men of God, they are quite blind 
o what the Will of God is therein: 
through Darkneſs the way of God 
hat being hid, how many ways have 
een (et up in the dark 2 the Eye, that . 
E 3 ſhould 
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68 An Exhottation to- 
ſhould ſee, that being ſhut ; and thy 
Ear. that ſhould hear, that being ſtopt; 
the Vu'tures eye, that being open, 
which could never ſee the way d 
God: ſo people under groſs darknek 
being led about there by the Vulterow 
eye, an evil eye, how are they a 
heaps about the words, being on heap 
in Parties?. ſo heaps in Parties be. 
ing up, one Party cryes out, L 
here; another, 7 o there : and ſo many 
Parties with their 7 o here, and Lo there, 
are ſet upz one Party crying out, 
Stand further off, my way of building and 
faſhioning in Profeſſuons ard Confeſſum 
of God and Chriſt, is better, and on 
righteous then thine: Another ' Party 
climbing up another way, cryesdown 
that faſhion , and ſets up another ſin- 
onlar way of pretend:d righteouſneſs; 
then, Stand further off 5 my way of Com 
feſſor 3s beſt of all 3 ( til another riſes 
from the ſame imaginary ground,) and 
ſo being blindin that eye which ſhould 
ſee; and 1n that wretched condition, 
having put evil for good, and good 
for evil; and light tor darkneſs , . 

ark- 


_ Faſtiigand Payer, 69 
Jarkneſs for tight ; and foin the dark- 
efs and evil, what labour and pains 
zave the heaps of Parties taken to make 
Jarkneſs Iight, ſtriving by all the Arts 
nd means imaginable to Eclipſe and 
darken the Light of the Son ; and for 
he effecting their deſigns, what Cu- 
jous Workmen in Flouriſhing, and 
ainting,and Daubing and Smoothing 
have the many Parties ſet up? being 
exein agreed, as plainly appears: That 
larkneſs muſt be light; and whoſoever 
heaks to the contrary, they all wonder 
tthat work; For ſay the ſeveral Parties 
n effet, Though indeed we do much 
lifer in our faſhions in Confeſſuons and 
Profeſſuons, and therein do many times 

marrel, and fall out, to the ſhedding of 
wich Blood, as by experience is knawn 3 
yet in this we do much agree | in ſpurning 
wainſt the light which lighteth all max- 
ind.) And though Chriſt ſaid, T ame 
the light of the World; and though God 
be called, light 3 and though it be ſaid, 
x bim is life, andthe life is the light of 
wen; and, That God, who is light, ſearch- 
ththe heart, &'c. And though thoſe 

; E 4 who 


7” Mn Exhottation to. 

who Miniſtred from Chriſt did, hy 
their Declarations, and Writings , e 
deavonr to turn fey cople to the. = 
God, who is Light) and though he 
the F, ather of Lights, and all that an 
begotten by him, are begotten by hi 
light, and brought forth into the light 
which ſhining in the heart, clears th 
underſtanding of darkneſs and crror; 
and though what is reprovable be. mad 
manifeſt by the Light (Immanuel, Got 
who. 1s light-with his people. ) Not 
withſtanding all this, and much mor 
that 1s upon. record, how ignorant 
are the many SeCts and Parties of thi 
way, by reaſon. of the eſteem the 
have of darkneſs; wherein they being 
ignorant of God sRighteouſneſs , boy 
in their blind zeal do they go about 
fo eſtabliſh their own wayes and righ- 
teouſheſs, and though no better then 
filthy Rags? So darkneſs that bein 
over people, and in the dark, 
rupt ways being. ſetup, from ey 
{in is1et into the heart, and fo the ſoul 
Isin bondage to corruption ; the Rely 
gions being in the head , how giddy 


alt 


oy tine a 0Ut , cringing and 
Wing ft EVELY LOT n, the ſting of the 
TY ans caſt that being nouriſhed 
\ ui heart by the unbeliever; con- 
udag where he takes place, That is 
a dargerons principle to hold forth ſach 
way that is out of fin, or to tell of þ 
Gio £ Which darkneſs and blin ap. 
f theirs , under many fair ſhews © 
cofefſions, what ſtrange effeRs Tod 
eN brought forth > through theſe 
any Sets and Parties, in their ways 
j which they are blinded, and can't 
d's Way, which is Truth, in 
kick there is no Error ( therefore 
erfect ) but for want of the know- 
dee of this, I ſay, what ſtrange ef- 
:&s have been brought forth by the 
any Sets and Parties? whoſe ſtrength 
ath been an Armof Fleſh, the which, 
vhilſt one Party hath been ſtrongeſt 
\ how. have they ſhown it, in ſup- 
| oe: and keeping down the c.hers?. 
ut giddineſs being through the Re- 
g10ns, . being in the head, a time of 
ning round again coming, how 
hath 
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92 An Exhoztation ro - 
hath another Party exerciſed the ſan 
power, and ſo one after another ? | 
corrupt fountain of Imaginations an 
Inventions being opened amony 
Apoſtates from the Truth : How | 
this night of darkneſs hath Envy, M 
lice and Hatred run currently , an 
drove Meekneſs, Holineſs and Tru 
quite ont of doors? ſo the way 
Triith that having been out, the Con 
mandment that was given forth in th 
way of God, To love him above dl 
aud one another, that hath been out; 
the Seqts and Parties having be 
blinded through fin, in that blind i 
domites eſtate, how have they (wh 
have had the Names of ChriStian 
been groping and feeling for the doo 
which lets. into Peace? but let then 
bring forth their experiences aft 
twenty , fourty, ſixty years Tryi, 
fome more, ſomeleſs ; and don't think 
to cover your ſelves any longer witl 
telling what you read of others ex 
periences, whilſt you are reſiſting 
the juſt pure gift of God; for a di) 
of ſearch is come, and coming 4 


| FaſlingandDhayer. 73 l 
70 tothem that cover, but not with 2 
od's Spinit. _ 


So all you Blind Guides, who are 
ading the blind, you mult needs fall 
to. the pit of deſtruction together, 
you do not repent of your evil in- 
fiſting the juſt principle of God 
you. So do not think by your 

ining and twiſting in your wiſe 
finittions or diftmGions about evyl, 
hilſt you put good for evil, that you 
ll mend the matter thereby 3 for 
jd 1s good, and that's of God, from 
hence all good comesz and ev! 1s 
zl, and that's of the Devil, from 
hence all bad comes : So plain-deal- 
ois a Jewel , which many Honeſt 
arts have fought for, and have walt- 
| on God to be ſeaſoned therewith, 
hich makes ſavoury in his fight who 
Creator of all, a Mighty power over 
, Whom all the Miniſters of Chriſt 
med People to, that they might not 
ntinue in darkneſs, nor under Sa- 
's power; but that they might 

dw his Light, who hath all Power 

| in 
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74 An Exhortation to 
in Heaven and Earth, and (© to liy 
ſabje& under this higher Power, þ 
which Power the true eye comes y 
| be opened; and by a true undy 
ſtanding is witneſſed God's love x 
the World in his Son Chriſt Jeſus, an{ 
*what manner of love that was in thy 
Bleſſed AR, in Suffering without th 
Gates of Jeruſalem; lo in the fan; 
Wall, which was the SanGtifier of Be 
| Hevers, Believers now are ſanRifie( 
| and cleanſed fromevil, to make men 
tion of the Name of the Lord 
Truth and Rigtteouſheſs , in whid 
there'sno Evil. Jo let hizs that nami 
his Holy Name depart out of evil, led 
the good Spirit of God leave ſtrivin 
with him, and ſo the ſoul be ſealed don 
7 evil, where Tribulation and Anguil 
will never have an end. 


Come therefore be awaken'd, I be 
ſeech you, unto Righteouſneſs, an 
repent with that repentance never 10 þ 
repented of, in cealing to do evil: An 
let the example of Nzzeveh be befor 
you, Jonah 3. 8,9, 10. Cry mightil 

| ah 


 FaſfingandPzaper: 75 
j Ged; yea, let them turn every one 
m his cvil way, and from the violence 
it is in their hands; who can tell if 
1d will turn, and repent, &c, And 
dſaw their Works, that they turned 
m their evil way, and God. repented 
the evil that he had ſaid, that be 
mid do unto them, and he did it 
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So this by the way; Faſt as long as 
Ju will, Pray as long as you will, Cry 
loud as you will, if evil be not 
med from, all will be vain : So evil, 
at is within man, and God's love 
th been to make it manifeſt by the 
ht of his Spirit within ; ſo man be- 
p convinced: of, and reproved for 
l, if he heeds not reproofs , but 
riſhes in his evil, then his deſtrudti- 
is of himſelf; but if through this 
e of God, fhed abroad in the 
arts of people, they be awaken'd 
Wereby, and fo cleave to the good, 
d follow and obey it, then will that 
nch was a Reprover for Evil, be an 
rucer in a Blefled Life, where fin 
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in that life in which there's no eyj] 
but the ſoul being in this Thibery 
then ,. Come, I will tell you what | 
Lord hath done for my ſoul; and y 

ſonl, and all that's in me praiſes th 

Lord. So here's the Bleſſed Founti 
opened, where the ſtreams of God 
love arefelt torun, which drive bad 
the ſtreams of malice, uncleanneſs an 
abominations, which have corriy 
mankind. I Bleſſed are they whol 
Eyes are to the Living Fountain, an 
wait for the riſing of the ſprin 
thereof in their hearts , from wheng 
the truly thirſting ſoul comes to 
ſatisfied, refreſhed and ſtrengthens 
through a true ſenſe of the ſpringin 
up of this Well of Water, which | 
gives who hath all: power in Heave 
and Earth ; the which Well of Wi 


eer ſpringing unto everlaſting life , 4 
being. dipped or plunged under tiuſel 


the ſoul comes to be waſhed from cal 


ruption: and ſo made white as Snow 


the which 1s an everlaſting ordinant 
ordaint 
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vrdain 4 * on | for A ' perpetual Co- 
enantz the w hich all that would 
,now Salvation % ough the remiſh- 

"n of fi ins, they 1 mult. wait to be con- 
vp 1n this Bleſſed Covenant, where 
he Bleſſed Unity ſtands out of ſin; 
or there's no evil in this Covenant : 
oo all that-come to be concerned here, 
zuſt firſt __- in their hearts to ceaſe 
6m fin and evil, and then to wait 


or the riſing of the Pure, and fo to 
match in the Pure againſt "all appear- 
nces of that which 1s corrupt, and ſo to 
Tow up inthe Pure toa Blefled Do- 
ninion over the corruptible ; and fo 


n the pure meaſure of God's Spirit to 
eceive and uſe the Creatures —_E 
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eceived ; ſo to the Pure all things 
re Pure; but to the Defiled and Un- 
elieving there 1s nothing Pure : So 
he way of God, that is Pure and Un- 
filed ; and Bleſſed are they who arg 
Indeffled and keep ( and are kept) 

1 that Bleſſed way to finiſh their 
ayes, where the Soul reſts in "_ 

wit 


| 


TY. 


{a 
oy 


, 
; fr y 


C) 
- 


2 


'$ 
I +e 


. 
Lo 
: 


Wi 
this W 


* 


y 
£34 


x: 
3 


p 


onour., 
himſeit 


— 


0 ki 


y a 


og 


Fr 
Y; 


1 


_ of the Lord, ty 


Va 


By 8. Ser 


———__ — A. moan WI 2 wr A 


pagnny rae ih 


C — IRR” 
ng IR PO ne OR 


- £3 d s -< o > £ SZ In, 


a 


PG TERST 


w : * 


. 4 4. b 


”a> Tay 
oe —/ 


AR 


WL. ak 


-- = Wha" af 3 
ARE <a, = Soft Sa rad he Vt os ENG, amid es 


—_ 
— 


O 
= 
Q 
Re 
N 
N 
(22 
i 


5 *% 
TE” 


. 


"Rats 
_— 


ET REIT, 
= 
A Ow 


* 


"RE on "I 


1 . Ser Po _ 
- 5 - p Az 
es Ga PE OO OO EIS - 


OF THE 
ht of God's Hol 


— TT. = Svfs 
" - -< a Ty 


fag 


% 


38 


| » 
\ 
— 


y an 


SSED SPIRIT 


- 


= 


BLE s 
xalted above the works of Darkneſs.” 


ig 


? 


wn 
Tan at Os» i 


In a 
fleſhly ._ 
1 Treſ- 


F 


gether 


lence our of all 


1 


fit down to 


Ome, 
deep S 


a Fg ry & 
3» 5 


We 


E rw+S 


- 


is 


behold T make all 
all 
 y 


fo 


Gods pure holy Cos 


FY 


g1Ve 
wait 


giving a 


3 that he thar (its upon h 


and then 


7 


hat he may for 


3 


es 
ce into 


/y 


Treſpaſl 


I 


Wiſdom , for 
who ſaid 
new 


ngs 
our 


=y 


alles 


Irone, 


q ow g TEE net > dy . 


ST. 
atom one Il 
i wm, 3 4 


3 


LY. 


J 


J 
13 


y man-h 


the Lord 


and. ever 
o, Knew 


ateft 


3 for 
fo the” 


y man 


the Mind”. 
gre 


in 


x 


he leaſt 


it m the Heart 


aw 


not teach eyer 
t 


holy L 
r 


is 
in 


h 
hat it may be wr 


9 
T, 


cighbou 
ſay 
} ſhall know me from t 


ceptan 
enant 
nd they ſhall 
is N 
rothe 


[ 


1 


Sy 


wed ki 


bled ay, k Tot 
whoſe:Wopks, pr aſe him for ever p 
nor og TORE out.of Heres worke 
mouths) to theſe mighty works oft 
hty HY the which he 1s workin 
4 \ brioging to pals through hi 
ara ty Power , are appointed th thi 
- mankind ſhould live in the enjoyme 
of them, to the praiſe and hanour q 
his Make? for ever. 
, And 'that it, may be diſtinguiſky 

between evil workers who have g 
the good words, andthe good work 
from whence all true and god .; 
gracious words came, {obſerve.,) 
© Tnone of the Collects appointed, 

the Book of Common Prayer, it is thy 
written, 

Almighty and everlaſting God, whi, 
of thy tender love towards man, hat 
ſent our Saviour Chriit 7c ſus fo t. the al 
on him our Fleſh, and to juffcr T's 

#pont the : 'rols, that al mankind ſho 
ow the example of his great T.uwiliy 
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X15 his Fatience and- be: de 
't ers of his Reſurretfion, &e&. : 
Now mind; To pray for this, Kor 
is commoy, Ind uled in the old World 
p Tranſp reffion, where i iniquity and fin 
ahh ſeparates from God; and 

— out of his Bleſſed Work: But to . 
be in the Humility and” Patience ;- this 
js God's Work, where his 'Walbis done 
on Earth as it A in Heaven : -Sq' that 
if people would bur fo far condeſeend 
to the Will of God, as to fit down 
in coolne(s in a true Silence: of all 
the works of the fleſhly wildoms 
would they not agree with us, who . 
are 1n Scorn called Quakers , in Judg- , 
ment at leaſt, though jt may be-not 
in Practice, viz. That Words with- 
out Effeds, are as Dreams and Chaff 
(tothe Wheat, the Subſtance. So he 
that hath a Dream, let him tell his 
Dream; but he that hath Gods Word 
let him (peak it'; What is the ChafTto 
the Wheat ? Is not mylord like a Fire; 
faith the Lord, and like 2 Fainmer, 
that breaketh the Rockin pieces, Jer. "” 
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bleſſed day , mbgnified be the Log 
whoſe. Wopks praiſe him for ever (ay 
not good works out of wicked worke 
mouths ) to theſe mighty works ofth 
mighty God, the which he 1s workin 
and bringing to paſs through h 
mighty power , are appointed thy 
mankind ſhould live in the enjoyme 
of them, to the prajzſe and honour q 
his Maker for ever. 

And 'that it may be diſtinguiſhs 
between evil workers who have gg 
the good words, and the good work 
from whence all true and good. an 
gracious words came, {obſ{erve.,) 
__Inone of the Collects appoinied it 

the Book of Common Frayer, it 1s th 
' written, 

Almighty and everlaſting God, whi, 
of thy tender love towards man, hi 
ſent our Saviour Chrit eſis fo tike nf 
6n him our Fleſh and to jificr Tea 

upon the ' roſs, tat all YT, 4 d ſheul 
Lg the example of his great T.umil 
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mercifutly grant that we both follow the | \\ 
example of his  atience and be made 
partakers of his ReſurreFion, &c. 

Now mind ; To pray for this,” that 
is COMMON, ind uſed in the old World 
of Tranſgreſſion, where 1n1quity and fin 
is, which ſeparates from God, and 
are out of his Bleſſed Work: But to 
be in the Humility and Patience ,- this 
is God's Work, where his Wall is dotfe 
on Earth as 1t is 1n Heaven : -So that 
if people would but fo far condeſcend 
to the Will of God, as to fit down 
in coolne(s jn a true Silence of all 
the works of the fleſhly wiſdom, 
would they not agree with us, Who . 
are in Scorn called Quakers , in Judg- 
ment at leaſt, though jt may be not 
mn Practice, viz. That Words with- 
out E fſefs, are as Dreams and © haff, 
(to the Wheat, the Subſtance.) So he 
that hath a Dream, let him te!l his 
Dream; but he that hath Gods Word 
let him {peak it'; What is the Chaffto 
the Wheat ? 7s not my Ford like a Fire, 
ſaith the Lord, and like a Famnmer, 
that breaketh the Rockn pieces, Jer. "5 
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them , and canſe people to err by theis 
Lyes and Lightneſs. And, ſo. now in 
 Coolnets, ; when the works of the ene- 
my.are down, viz. Prejudice and Paſ- 
fion,ec. Then by a little work . of 
God, in us leaſtappearance, by which 
mankind is made ſenſible, they may ſee 
by this ſmall diſtinction what it is that 
we, who are in Scorn called Quakers, 
ſtand for, Cand againſt:.) And when 
the Eye of your Underſtanding is 
opened, to behold his glorious works 
 whom-you haye pierced ; then w:1] you 
love us, whom ſo many have hated, 
becauſe of our Teſtimony of God' 
Works. Do but (ee how you firſt ha 
ted the Light of God in your ſelves 
before that great Darkneſs came over 
you to hate us, who are called Qua 
hers, becauſe we are bowed. unto 
Chriſt's Spirit, the true Chriſtians Spi- 
tit, and therein have in ſome mea- 
ſue partaken of his Cup, out of we 
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Gty at ind Pabicnos "even to Death, 
4xmthe News Fagland Su fferings may 
bexfeen (by thoſe crue] imaginary 
(briftians, whoſe wicked hands have 
been deep in the ſhedding of Innocent 
Blood. And though through Teno- 
rance the Sufferings of God's penple 
hath been muchin Cld- F apts, yet 
they have not-been in thar deſperate 
kind as there ; where doubtleſs they 
aremore drunk with the Whores Cup 
of Sorceries and Witcacraft, then thoſe 
of that kind are here in Old-Fyeland, 
whoſe ſpirit is felt; but that "ole 
Wings are cut, ſo cannot fly at that 


rate, which otherwiſe they Br be. 


atz for now their Hands are tyed, 
how gwonderfully do their - Tongues 
5h F Sy which its plam they have no 
ridle, but are ſet on Fire of Hell. 
wondering, deſpiſing and fretting 
againſt the work of the Lord in this 
the day of his power , though thou- 
ſands are raiſed by it, to declare and 
publiſh the ſame words , 
converſation, ec. F q "me 
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11 your daik and 1maginary conceiy. 


though they be bitter to rhe guilty far 


And now: v:you, yain and empty Pro, 
felfors and Notioniſts, who are laying 


ings of things ; that 1f vou had been 
Tod - the Seribes and. 7 Fhariſees dayes 
you would not have done as they did; 
But come , be paticnt. a little 5 the 
works of Truth have a good tendency, 


the preſent ; come | ſay, look where 
you arez by the Light you may ſee; 
you mult ſee by 1t at laſt; it were 
better for you if you would let your 
Eye be opened now, and ſee that of, 
fenſive Eye pulied out which hath 
been offended at God's works all this 
while ; $9 do not harden your hearty 
in this day of God's power being ma- 
nifeſt, leaſt you be cut off from his 
reſt for ever. Come therefore you that Miec 
are judging others that d1d wicedy | 


_ 1 their Gener ation, by reſiſting God, ef 
| holy Spirit, ſo had none of the works 9, 


of Revclationz come ſee now What 
Latitude your works are under : I zr 
you be in the ſame liberty in the fleſh 1; 
as you were1n, its no matter what you Ii th 
"0 lay: 


Gods'Spfrit Ex 


;f God's Spirit? How much: of the 


0you? Lanyou lay, Thus ſaith the' 
ord, by the certain knowledge of 
he Revelation of God's'holy Spirit ? 
Jr have you only talkt of it, as the 
Jews did, who laid, we have God for 
or Father, when they were doing the 
2evile works? Come do not ſtop your 
Fais'; Have you heard the voice of 
30d or ſeen his ſhape? or are you 1g- 
notant of it, as they were who accuſed: 
hiilt, as 1t he was bearing falſe wit- 
es? Nay, come further; Have you 
not ſaid, Thats: /Cevelations are ceaſed, 
and thereby ſhut up the way of the 
Kingdom of God, andfromthe know- 
&dge of his Righteouſneſs by your 
wicked works, in going about to 
eſtabliſh your own Righteouſnefs, and 

WE works therein for term of lite. 
Come you that have (et up the Law 
and Covenant without ( above the 
Law and Coven int within 3 are not 
theſe your own works ? and have not 
F 4 £125 


| | of | fn, \ gg . 
46 Come now to the Tryal; what ' 
gpertence. have you of: the operation” 


:nd and will of God hath'it revealed! 
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' they made you 'as: blind as\/Four Fa 
thers, the Scribes and\Þharifſees , 'that 
youcanneither.ſce nor hear? ). but iy 

- your blind zeal are- perſeeuting Chnit 
near Relations, who follow -him in they 
Generation, even- by the. drawings < 
his Father's. Spirit unto Humility ang 
Patience, . whois the way , - 1h, whony 
God's Will was done : And did nat 
Chriſt give Teſtimony of: Relations 
his Mother, his Brothers and Siſter 

- who did his Father's Will? And i 
not this to be done on Earth ? Andig 
it,not the will of God that we ſhould 
ſpeak the Truth at all times, and that 
we ſhould be led and guided by the 
Spirit of Truth into all Truth? ( 
there any (in in the guide : ) And is 
not this Chriſt of God the ſame Anoint- 
ing or Teacher, as he was in the 'begin- 
ning of the World? Was not he be 

fore Abraham was? And is not he the 
ſame yeſterday, to day and for ever, 
as he was 1n the beginning, who waz 
David's Lord , and the Holy men 
Lord inall Ages? And is not he thei 
Covenant by which all muſt come un 
| t0 


1d 
We hi 
nn! 


Go 
nan 
4 
C( 


Gods Spirit Exalted. 87 
God? :>Was he: not given for a_Co- 
natit, anda Light to'enlighten peo- 
, and to be their Salvation, to lead 
dcommand- his people > And muſt 
xt his ſheep hear his voice? And is 
the the ſame that he was 1n the be- 
nning ? And is not this the Precious - 
yed Stone, which the Wiſe Builders, 
ilding- without, are , confounded 
1d | ſtumble at, even the higheſt 
otioniſts in the flcſhly Wiſdom , in 

eir bigheſt conceivings about the 
ly mens words? Come, examine 
our ſelves, and ſee whether Chriſt 
not in you, except you be Re- 
robates: You unbelievers, how hath 
e God of the World led you a- 
ut, and blinded you, that you can- 
ot ſee the Light of his Glorious 
oſpcl? Come ſee the cauſe z have you 
ot been making Proviſion for the 
eſh in the firſt place, and anſwering 
he Luſts thereof after the glory of the 
ld World of (in and iniquity? Hath 
ot reſpect of perſons been 1n your Eye, 
nd filthy Juere, and praiſe of men, 
nd greeting in Market-places? Have 

you 
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you not dreacht and pete tY ir! oh 


own: wills, anJ run tor gifts and"y 

wards 1n' your own wills? and is nj 
all. this Honour to be had below? A 
have vou not ſought i befoce i 
Honour of God's work in your hay 
And is not' this the caule of your | 
gorance of God's Kingdom , and hi 
Righreau! 2's (411 \' 't) and his Rela 
tions, his Mother, Silters and Prerhre 

who are ſanRtified and bleſt th oug 
the will of 'Goad, where it is done | 
Fruth ac A) -zhreouſhels ? and wh: 


thar it 1s done, do not fch confirm 
truth and reali: v all Col's Bleffed an 


Holy works wir!4-v1t in ail gen-ratian 
So do- not «nvy 2n:1 hate the peopl 
call-d Onik:ys. tor mainraing Fl 


 woiks of Go:l's holy Spiric wirhin thenlf 


for there are' many of them have b# 
as high Talkers of the works of Gt 
in holy men without, as you are; bi 
found nt ſuch Salvation , 
ture {ouls, an-1 badies, and eſtates, t 
we came to cea(s f::5m our own Jaboy 


m our own willings and runnne 
_ and (6 our-hearts' were bowed unt 


God 


43s to vi 


1, bolyivitt ragyns wag ay” —F of al 
(bly reaſonings and: conſulrations: 
y. the works of God's holy and 
ed Spirit the 'way of God.came to 


made manifeſt in us; the whichis a 


re, Holy, undefiled way, Chriſt, the 
jc yeſterday, to day, and for ever, 
he was 1n the beginning withiont 
He, without ſin; no iniquity 1s'1n 
; he that 1s the. hope. of Glory, 
: great Myſtery made manifeſt in us 
miles, who in former times, when 
thont knowledge of him in the 
orld, had Lords many, and Maſters 
ny, and feigned Faiths. and Beliefs 
nce:ning him. many and; divers: But 
xn. we were given up clearly to ſeek 
Kingdom of God, without any re+ 
ve of making proviſ on for the fleſh, 


n the New Jeruſalem, God's build- 


, came down from above, the Mo- 
- F; all the Faithful, where no ev 

n.be conceived, whoſe Children in 
Sr are made free from the Law of ſin 
ddeath z and this blefſed City hath 
| -need of the Sun , neither of the 
jon tO ſhine init 3 for the Glory of 


God 
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God 46th Hotter It; a the T Ling j 
the Light thereof, This" bleſſ=d ba 
tation is' prepared for God's peo 
who love the Light of his appearanl 
and delight to do his will. 1 
So away with all falſe Accuſais 
from all you falſe Accuſers of the pi 


ple called Qzakers, who ſay, wes 


petZ to be Saved by a righteouſneſs of 


own, and by works of our own: If it we 


ſo, as you fallly and vainly ao fi 
then might we not keep 1n the br 


way, with you Hypocrites , who a 


gotten above the dayly Croſs , and| 
led about by the Thief above the do 
where you Foxes, who are cunn'ny} 
hunting about after others works, hi 
holes enough to creep and cringe il 

to keep you in the glory of the Wol 

of {in and iniquity, where you ha 


had along Trade in your imaginariol 


conceiving God's works in his blelk 

Inſtr uments-without you, whoſe Lit 
you have long made your boaſt 
ſo your Lyesare upon your own heat 
For, this I teſtifie, an the Telnny 


is the (ame 1n thouſands, who are '\ 


nel 
- 


"1 .*43% x % + 0g] d 
[YON UN +1 yt YL & Fa if 
' —o + hk 
A g 
CU of 


TALLY 


the works of God's holy Spi-. 8F' 
; jn ſome degree or meaſure, vis. 
tit.is.in Chriſt, -God's Covenant, 
chich we hope for Salvation, and. 
no Covenant or Work of-man's ; 
|in'this Covenant we are. made a 
od avour unto God, and one unto: 
ther : And acceptance with Gad 
btained no other way but by the 
z pure offering, without ſpot or 
miſh, by the effectual workings of 
> Eternal Spirit, where the Blood of 
riſt is witneſſed to be. ſufficient to 
rwe Conſciences of dead works, and 
o.ſerve God in the New and Liv. 
1 way., Which he hath conſecrated 
us through the Vail, his fleſh : And- 
refore all who are thus partakers 
God's works, by the Revelation of 
d's Spirit , being true witneſles of 
> Bleſting of God 1n this one unſpot- 
| offering, we cannot but confeſs 
n before men, denying all imagi- 
ry offerings in mens wills, where 
ar Garments are filled with (pots 
| blemiſhes , and their Conſciences 
defiled with dead works of their 
own 
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Own. [oventions Tg W orks, the wh 
having ſome outward ſhew of Holj 
may recommend unto man, wholy 
in the ſame, 'but not unto God:: 
therefore cxperfence im the world 
God's bleſied Spirit hath taught us 
deny them. | 

by ; this Chriſt of God,: the \ 
diater T7 the New Covenant, weh 
Acceptance with GH , from Whet 
the knowledge of Salvation con 
by the Remiſhon of offences and ſin 
and therefore we deny all falſe 
vain Mediatorſhip of vain man in! 
works of Conceivings and Imagi 
tions concerning this Mediator; t 
which 1s reai!ly to be enjoyed a 
known by the eifectual workings: 
God's Eternal Spirit, to the Conlo 
tion and Peace of Souls who parti 
thereof. 

- And through the bleſſed Works 
this bleſſed Spirit of God the deaf 
comes to be opened, to hear the vo! 
of the one trae powerful Shephet 
who alone doth feed the Sheep ot 
Paſture with that —— 

who 


| 'O ods £ \n[ fft-v | bo) 


voy Ct valt D. | WY 
olcfome __ $7 which cauſeth 
wndnels of Heart and. Mind, --and 
jerein- doth: he take care to: preſerve 
ad keep bis Sheep ina living ſenſe. of 
is Love and Fatherly care, who calls 
» his Sheep when the Lion, the Woolf 
"> the Bear appears, and ſtrengthen- 
hthem who take pleaſure 11 hearken- 
3s and obeying his voice. So to the 
ve Shepherd and one Fold, Teſtimony 
given, unto whom all that are erred 
nd (txayed muſt return, if* ever they 
itneſs deliverance from evil and pre- 
vation from danger. So we deny 
| falſe Shepherds whoſe works of 
ckneſs tend: to the (cattering people 
their minds and vnderſtandin gs from 
e ſenſe of God's Works in Chriſt, 
\zeconciling loſt mankind, and >iing- 
gthem home unto himi{clf (the ſub- 
nce of all ) of which the Law out- 
ard was buta thacdow of good things 
Ie which are enjoyed 30 13s, one 
ke and Brlliop, who takes care 
d overlight of Suuls; magnified and 
ſed be his holy and glorious works, 
Whodempian tor ever and ever, 
And 
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And (o to the Honour of this on 
bleſſed Phyſitian of Souls, whoſe Foul 
are certain and effeFnal, the which h, 
been tryed by many wounded Soul 

| Who could find no Cure without h 
the fooliſh and vain Phyſitians with 
out, Who are meer Deceivers, an 

,Daubers up of people through the 
Inchantments and Sorceries, by whid 
they have made a long Prey of peagl 
through their fair Speeches, gettin 
their Money through meer Deceit an 
Flattery, intruding into things the 
have no knowledge of, in whid 
Works they are puft up above th 
pure holy Works of God's bleſſed Sp 
rit, the Revelation of which they ha 

_ denyed, they in lew thereof have { 
up their own Imaginations and Cor 
ceivings in the Revelation of their Si 

gular exalted Spirit, the Flattery an 

| Deceit of which having taken wit 
people, how are Nations corrupteſ£t 
by it > and what Miſery have thei 

wicked Works brought into this NS 

- tion? God having given ſignal Telt 

- monies of diſlike unto them by Plagu 
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re and Sword; :and/by many Meſ- 
bacrs: whotn: he hath drawn near un- 
himſelf by. his. works, by the hands 
them Metlengers bath he ſent warh- 
5 opon warning, and exhortation up- 
exhortation , ' with tenders of his 
fled ' works of reconciliation upon 
ir and' equal rerms , of his enemies 
penting, and turning unto him by 
ming from their wickedneſs: But 
hat Entertainment theſe Servants of 
-Living God have found by theſe 
wliſh Phy ſitians, who ' are meer 
— for their own ends, whoſe 
age is an Arm of Fleſh to defend 
4r - wicked corrupt works, which 
ve filled the Nations with their De- 
:ments, whoby their Flatteries have 
mawo a Compliance from Magiſtrates, 
} puniſh the Meſſengers ahd Ser- 
nts of the moſt high God for telling 

e Truth from a certain knowledge 
fthe works of God's Spitit of Truth, 
d therein teſtifying againſt the 
orks of error and darkneſs. But the 
ffetings that have been for this love 
& God in and through them who have 
G  beem 


go CUTheWonsot 

been Jaftruments in his hands, ny 
through ſearch be known ; ſo Tx 
mony is given againſt them, whoy 
in the exaltation of works withoy 
and denying the immediate bleſl 
works of God's holy Spirit in its Op 
rations and Revelations of the Min 
and Will of God unto wounded Soy 
within. 

And further concerning theſe bl 
fed works of God's righteous hd 
Spirit, the which are attended wi 
Peace, unto which way many ha 
been turned ; and becanſe ſome loita 
and are {loathfu}, and yet remain un 
converted of the old man's cory 
words and deeds, and therefore n 
fit to put on the new man, Chriſt| 

ſus; andiſome who were in the wa 
do turn out of it again; and fomefk: 
head-long down to Perdition: Oh 
what occaſion have the watchers 
evil taken at this, and thereby ſet: 
nought God's works in his holy rig 
teous Spirit, and them that abide then 
in, making concluſions in their da 
unaginary conceivings of the wol 
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' Gods Spirit Exalted. 97 
f God , That he hath no ſuch perfed : 
rks now adayes ; but that all are fal- 
ible and changeable: And ſo meaſure 
nd weigh the things of Gad in their 
orrupt falſe meaſure and ballance, 
hich things are Abomination in the 
oht of God. So Teſiimony 1s given to 
od's blefied works, though many are 
) brittle that they will not abide them; 
et notwithſtanding God's works in 
nd through his holy Spirit of Truth, 
re righteous, holy, perfect in every 
egrec and meallre, and remains firm 
1 goodneſs, and unchangealie, there 
eng no ſpot nor blemiſh .in them, 
c which praiſes them for ever, out 
f which none ſhall ever find accep- 
ance of him. Mutter, peep, whine 
nd ſcold as long as you will, your 
orks of darkneis muſt down, which 
ave corrupted the Nations, Which 1s - 
aule of the great Judgments paſt m -. 
is Nation, and the greater yet to 
me; For the Sword of the Spirit, 
Wc \Vord of God, is gone out againlt 
icked workers and works ; and thus 
ith the Lord, No Peace to the wicked, 
G 2 their 
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| their prayers are abomination in 
fight. So whatſoever your profeſſich 
and coverings therein be, of yay 
talkings and imaginations concerniny 
the gift of God, which 1s Life Eter: 
na], you being really out of it, in you 
own imaginary parts and opifts, | 
comprehending the works done with 
out you, and fo not ſenſible of an 
real, perfed&, pure work of God's hoj 
Spiritin you, the which is the caul 
you are ſo dark, and wicked]y blin 
ed to plead for fin, the which is : 
companied with the wages-of death 
the cauſe of death being fin, the whit 
remaining, the effets cannot ceal 
even death and corruption from th 
venomous ſting over all flefh that 
corrupted with it. So for ſhame lear 
your falſe Accuſations againſt an mn 
cent people, called by the Name 
Quakers, for teſtifying of the works! 
God's holy Spirit, the which are perte 
in every degree, and therefore the 
is not the leaſt ſin nor evil in the! 
So all you who ſay, Tox are not will 
out fin in your beſt duties; 1 ſay, th 

dl 
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* GodsSpirit Eralted, 99 
e all works vf your own ( which 
ind and hide God's works from you.) 
nd as you may read of the works of 
od's Spirit 1n Mordicai, how they 
puld not bow to the Pride and Ar- 
yance of Faman; and allo, the 
orks of God's Spirit in Daniel, how 
jey could not bow to them that 
ould have reſtrained and limited 
em: and alſo the works of Gods 
pirit 1 Shadrach, Meſhech and Abed- 
go, how they could not bow to the 
olden Image, ſet up by Nebuchad- 
zar , though Laws under Penalties 
[Death in a Cruel manner was before 
em; and alſo, the works ef God's 
oly Spirit in the Primitive C hriſtzans, 
rough- the ſtrength of which they 
der- went hard and grievous things 
nder the ſpirit of Antichriſt, which 
tupin a form of good words, in 
e pleaſures and vanities of the works 
fthe fleſhly wiſdom, the which have 
en kept up by the ſame wiſdom, by 
e Arm of fleſh, under which the Inno- 
nt people, who .are true witneſſes 

nfthe works of God's Spirithave fuf- 
G 3 fered 
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I00 "The Works of: 
fered very - deeply in this Age, th 
which cannot be hid, though th 
cauſe for which they have thus ſi 
fered i is (o far hid that ir cannot by 
believed, though they have been won. 
derfully declared of. But it is Mord 
rai, Daniel, Shadrach, Aeſhech and 
Abednego's God, which we, who are It 
ſcorn called Quakers, do worſhip i 
and by the eftecs and bleſſed Opens 
tion of his own blefled Spirit , where: 
in ſtands our confidence, and not in 
Fleſh; and our Faith, Beliet and Hojx 
is in him, that he will turn the Heart 
of our enemies unto us, though man) 
will periſh in their gain- ſaying. 
over all the works and powers of dark 
neſs in our Faith and Belief, that the 
holy righteous works of God's bleſſe 
$pirit {hall be exalted , and the Gal 
of Truth in and through his blelled 
works, in preparing and fitting th 
hearts. of people, the knowledge d 
him (hail increaſe, till it ſhroud ove 
all. And for this purpoſe hath Go 
raiſed many, contrary to the wiſdot 
ofthe World, in whom he hath made 
knowl 


Gods Dpirit Exalted. 161 
nown his t3ghteons Works, who have 
nity and fellowſhip therein ( who are 
ne labourers therein )- purely out of 


ye to God and his bleſſed works, in 


ood-will and true-love to all men, 
at all may taſte of the goodneſs of 
od, the experience of which will 
ring mankind to be of one mind and 
eart, and therein to agree to praiſe 
d magnifie God, who ſhows man 
js Thoughts, to whom belongs ho- 
ur and glory for ever. 


And now all you Leaders of the 
ople, in all forms and faſhions, who 


e denying the works of the Divine 


wer of God1n its blefled operation. 


d powerful workings, in ſetting free 
em who are heavy laden and weary 
rough the enemies works of fin and 
quity, the which you ſay carrot be 
ercomez therefore you are denyers 
the ſufficiency of God's works and 


kingdom, wherein dwells righte- 


ſneſs, peace and joy, inand through 
lectual workings of God's holy Spt- 
; the which, though you ſay in 

G 4. words, 
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102 The Wozks ot 
words, Thy Kinedom come , thy [il 
be done, &c. But being ayers, an 
not doers, you are fo darkened tha 
with-all your own wills and mighy 
you are frengrhening the oid King 
dom of tranſgreſtion , where (n ant 
miquity aboundeth, the Devi!'s works 
Was it not by reaſon of tran{greſſiq 
that the firſt Law, the firſt Covenant 
was added , which was Written 1 
Tables of Stone? And was not this 
force till the Seed of Life and Powe 
the coming of the Meſſiah, to finil 
Tranſgrettion, and to put an end t 
Sin, and ſo bring in everlaſting Righ 
teouſnels, God's Kingdom ? 
Now all you blind Leaders of th 
blind, is not here God's ſecond Cy 
_yenant, writ 1n the heart, into whid 
all muſt come that come untd 
God, where his Light is to ſhine, wht 
is the True 7 ight that enlightens even 
man that comes into the World £ Andl 
this righteous Law be taken heed un 
to, will it not judge Luſt when it rik 
in the heart? And will it not judg 
Anger when it riſes in the heart? Ani 
Ro. | | ; | Wil 


Eods Spirit Exalted. 103 

lit not judgeevery deſire of break- 
Promile, when it ariſes m the 
eart? And will 1t not judge every 
aſty and froward Action and Light- 
neſs, when they appear in the heart ? 
\nd 15Not all that proceeds from this 
righteous Law and Covenant of God 
nthe heart Pure Truth,} Tea and Nay ? 
ind what 1s more. then plain Truth, 
ea and Nay, is it not judged by this 
ure Law in the heart ? And are not 
all fotbidden to Swear by this one 
Law-giver, who is able to Save or to 
Deſtroy? And mult not his righteous 
Law and Decree take place, though 
any Laws through darkneſs and 
Jenorance may be made againſt it? 
And muſt not all that come to Sor, 
he City of the Living God, bs re- 
deemed through theſe righteous judg- 
ments? And all that will not come 
under this righteous Law and Govyern- 
ment, where Mercy and Peace kiſles, 
and Truth and Righteouſneſs is ſet 
over all; is it not juſt that they be left 
to Judgment without Mercy? So is 
not Deſtruction from Self-willing and 
running 
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104 The UWozks of 
running of people-out of the counſ 
and knowledge of the will and min{ 
of the living God? And is not the Sal 
vation of every Soul in and througt 
the righteous Decrees , and jult and 
holy Laws of God , which is Light in 
every Conſcience? And muit not al 
come to Salvation come fir{t to the 
way and means that God hath ordain- 
ed? And isnot the ſecond coming 
Chriſt, in the Light of his Holy Spirit 
the way by which all muſt come unto 
God, the which is without ſpot, with: 
out guile ? And maſt not all that-come 
unto God come unto him in this one 
blefſed ſavoury offering 2 And is not 
this Chriſt of God the ſame yeſterday, 
to day and for ever as he was before 
Abraham was, and (o the ſame in the 
beginning of all things ? And muſtnot 
all that come to God, come outfot 
Tranſgreſſhion, the cauſe why man- 
kind was drove from the preſence of 
God > And is not this Chriſt of God 
the way out of Tranſgrefſion, who 
was obedient and ſubject to” the' wil 
of his Father in all things? And. mull 

| | not 


Gods Spirft Exalted. 105 
ot they, all that are ſaved, be brought 
to this bleſſed ' Covenant of Life, 
e end God's great love in his Son 
anifeſted tothe Warld, that through 
im they might not abide and periſh 

Darkneſs ; but through believing 
nd obeying that ſecond coming and 
ppearance of the Light of him, they 
ight have the Light and Under- 
anding of the Life of him , the one 
fed Offering, that perfeFs for ever 
ew that are ſanGified e | 
And now all you blind Leaders of 
e blind, under all your imaginary 
feleſs Confeſſions and Profeſſions of 
od and Chriſt, what ſtrength of Ar 
uments do you ule in your perverle 
ls and AﬀeCtions to ſtrengthen the 
1d World of Tranſgrefiion 18 ſin and 
quity 2 whereby you go about with 
| your might to make void the ſecond 


ovenant which is without fault, and 
) you ſhut up the way to Ged's King- 


om and the knowledge of his Righ- 

ouſheſs, by labouring and moiling 
your vain ſervice and works to 

abliſh your own Righteoulhels, _ 
FA ar 


> od : ——_— 
D..4 I I I I Oe ee ee ee as art +2 > hc. =_ 
en 
a : = * =" 
_ L ho —_ x SR - 
_ 
Oe "0 © pe - on. " «4 
_— 9 - 7 = * « hp G - y 
» - - nn ” » 5 ie 
- 4 AGILE, 


106 The Wozks of 

dark works therein? And by thy 
fruitleſs labour and travel, what dark. 
neſs and blindneſs haye you broughy 
over the Nations, through your iy. 
norant Conceiyings of thoſe graciay 
words , which were ſpoken by th, 
effetual working and moving 
God's holy Spirit 1n and througl 
holy men, the which was for a bleſſed 
end ſpoken, eyen to turn people fron 
the darkneſs, which was over then 
by reaſon of their tranſzreſſion, untq 
the true witneſs in them, the Light 
makes manifeſt a]! that is reprovabl: 
and wicked in mankind, the which 
being turned from , and the Light 
obeyed, that they may be led to th: 
knowledge of God, that they may not 

be without God in the World , hon 

to know is Life Eternal? And fo Light 

is ſown for the Righteans, that through 
this blefled Seed the Serpent's head 
may be bruifed , and kept under in 
all; and io is way made to put on the 
Heavenly Image again, by being leis 
and guided out of Darkneſs by thee 
Lightof the Emrarel, in and throughW)u 
: ever) 
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$0ds Spirft Exalted. 107 
ery bleſſed and glorious degree of 
« works'to the mark of thar price, 
meaſure and ſtature of the fulneſG 
f Chriſt Jeſus, the Heavenly Man, 
xe Heavenly Image; as many as art 
atized irto Chriſt, put on Chriſt. 

Now I ſay unto you blind Leaders 
f the blind, who have got ſome few 
f the gracious words and works of 
he righteous men of God, therefore 
fay but few of them, becauſe there 
s but little upon record of thoſe migh- 
y works, which did then ſhew forth 
he wonderful power of God in and 
dy the effeftual workings of his holy 
lefſed Spirit , the which, if all had 
heen Written, the World could not 
ve contained the Books; and of 
hat which was written, you have but 
a part, with which you blind Leaders 
ff the blind have made a long Trade, 
In Wreſting, Perverting and Cor- 
upting to your own deſtruction, mak- 
ng them look every way but the 
ight in your imaginary Concervings. 
hereof. So wrong you are 1h your 
Judgments, who have denyed the 
effeCtuay 
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109 The Uozks of 
effeual workings of God's holy $ F 
rit, that what in 'you lyes by yo 
works of darkneſs, you are makin 
void God's holy Law and Covenay 
as to any true underſtanding or knoy 
ledge of it in the mind and hear 
And ſo buildmg your ſelves up in In; 
natiotis and Conceivings , why 
|; __ are you to God's holy work 
in and by the effectual Socks of h 
holy Spirit within man ? How Vrvid 
are .you in your underſtandings, tt 
ſtand and wonder, and ſome to 
ſpiſe, til] they periſh at the news 9 
theſe works, though God hath raiſz 
many faithful Witneſſes, who hay 
declared and given Teſtimony to ther 
even to. the Jaying down their Live 
and many their Liberties, and in prea 
meaſure their Eſtates, whereby it hat 
plainly ſhewed, that this is the tins 
and ſeaſbn wherein God is makin 
known his mighty power, for the (ub 
duing and bringing under the powe 
of darkneſs, that the Kingdoms d 
this World may become the Kingſ® 
deims of God ; and that the Ringdonp® 


= 3s Spirit Cralted. 
Cf his Son, which is in Righteouſheſs, 
ace and Joy of his bleſſed holy Spi- 
it may be ſet over all? And is not 
his according to that Prayer , Thy 
Kingdom come, thy Will be done on 
Ezrth, 8c. Now conſider, are not all 
hoſe wayes deſtructive to mankind 
hat are made up in the dark Con- 
e1vings of man, without the Light 
f underſtanding the will of God here- 
n? And by your works of darkneſs, 
n oppoling the bleſſed effectual works 
f God's holy Spirit, what miſery and 
onfuion have you brought your 
lves and the Nations into , where 
Wou lye in heaps in Controverſies about 
he works and words without, till the 
nemy's works of darkneſs be over- 
rown Mm you, by which you are ſo 
Iroven from the preſence of Gad, and. 
eLight of his Countenance, that 
ou are greatly confounded, kicking 
nd ftumbling at the precious ſtone, 
be which in your fleſhly worldly wiſ- 
Im you think too mean to be in 
our Buildings by reaſon of which, 
ow many faſbions are your — 
_ 
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of? reeling and ſtaggering from on, 
faſhioni. to another, ſoaring. aloſt 
your airy imaginatiohs of the thing 
of God, in ubng your Wits and Am 
to befd the holy men's Teſtimonies 
Four corrupt Wills and AﬀeCtion 

\nd ſo much more as you ſtrive y 
theſe works, ſo much more you arg, 
and muſt be confounded: What a (a 
work have you herein takenin hand 
and what vaſt Sums of Money han 
you exacted out of Nations to main 
tain the Pride and Artogancy of you 
hearts herein ? 

Oh ! that there were ſuch a hear 
ih people to {it down before the Lord 
that they may partake ſo much of hi 
works as to open the Eye of their un 
derſtandings, that they ſee over thel 
works. of darknteſs, where fiothing | 
cop nor pleaſant to the truly hunge 

and thirſting Souls after God 
Rightcouſneſs: How miſerably hat 
theſe INations been cheated by thel 
blind Guides, who have exacted abut 
dance. of Wages under pretence ( 
being Healers and Gurers of. the Ni 
| tions 
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ons; but are now found by the FF- 
il Workings of the 1.ight of God's 
ly Spirit to be the chief Inſtruments 
f the letting in of Darkneſs, Cor- 
ption and Abominations that raign 
n the Earth ; through that adulte-- 
ted Spirit, the Mother of all Harlots, 
ho are departed from the true Spouſe, 
1d ſo running and hunting after 0- 
ers bleſſed works and experiences, 
ave ſet up Trades 1n their Arts of 
ling and boaſting of others Lives 
1d Works , where that adulterated 
irit hath covered them, who are 
rrupted with her Sorceries and 
itchcraft under various faſhions of 
onfeſions and Profeflions of God 
d his Chriſt 2 But underneath theſe 
yerings arc the ſame wicked hands 
| which the Juſt hath ſuffered, and 
en rejected, and ſet at nought in all 
PCs. 


And through the bleſſed. works of 


e Light of God's holy Spirit, theſe 
rupt workers and works of dark- 
{s being diſcovered, and a Righte- 
s Teftimony in Thouſands that ſtand 
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againſt them; TR a fad Work 


| theſe blind Leaders make to hide thay 


ſelves from the yay 1 of the Lamb thy 
is coming upon them , looking bag 
to the ſeveral Tragitions, Cuſtoms an 
Commands of men, from whence the 
drive {everal eſtabliſhments upon fleſ 
ly rotten Foundations, as Covenay 
and DireFory, of man's, none of God 


Foundation : Chriſt, God's Found, 


tion, is a pure, holy, unſpotted Four 
dation, Where God's Wiſdom an 
Counſel directs in and through t 
works of his holy Spirit, the whid 
are perfe& and good in every degt 
thereof, by which people are built 
a Spiritual houſe, to the honour an 
praiſe jn and through God's bleſk 
works forever. 

So to God's Covenant and Worl 
muſt "all mankind be brought und 
(that are redeemed and made alivell . 
Godz) therefore we deny the Pre 
ferians Covenant and: DireFory, as V 
ins but a meer Parcel of C onceiv 
Gd Tmaginations, Which tends to IK 
the holy Covenant, and Foundati 


= 


Gods Spirit Eralten, it 
of the Righteous people in Generati- 
ons paſt, and now preſent in being 
who were and are built upon the ſure 
Foundation, which God hath laid, 
and thereon in Covenant with his 
righteous holy works. 


And coricerning your Foundation, 
who are buil# upon a Church-Faith, 
made up by an Aſſembly of Dzviners 
out of their own Brain, in the fleſhly 
Comprehenſions 3 its man's work , full 
f blemiſhesand ſpotsCand not God's,) 
God's Foundations and Works there- 
"n are pure and holy , without ſpot, 
wrinkles or blemiſh. And foraſmuch 
2s your made up Faith and Works 
tend to the making void the pretious 

Waith of God's Elect, which 1s the 
pitt of God, the which purifies the 
eart, and works by love, and giveth 
wGory over the old World of Tranſ- 
Wrel/1072 and ſin, without which there is no 
leaſing God : And lo to this one Faith, 
We Baptiſm, and one Lord, Teſti- 
bony 1s given, and againſt all feign- 
d Faiths, the works of men's hands, 
N32 t he 
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114 . The Wozkgof 

the which are in wickedneſs, by which 
the Juſt was (lain. "i 
.. And concerning that head of the 
Beaſt, which 1s branched out into (& 
veral Horns in feigrved Eumility and 
Will-worſhip , intruding into thing 
which they are not led into by the 
Light of God's holy Spirit, and there. 
fore their Foundation Being not fron 
a certain knowledge of the immediate 
works of God's holy and bleſſed Spi- 
rit in them ; But are in their own wil 
lings and running into Imagination 
and Conceivings about the Practice 
of the holy men of God ; but being 
out of their Spirit and Works therem, 
what dark works of plungings and 
dippings in outward Water, and imz 
ginary fellowſhips in outward Ee 
m.eats; but being out of a true vn 
of the works of God's Spirit, and it 
inſpiration to enlighten them, anc 
give them an underſtanding of ths 
Times and Seaſons of the Diſpenſati 
ons and Works of the mighty God; 
what ſtrangers are they to the Nev 
Birth, and the one Baptiſm of Chil 


WIL 


Gods Spirit Exalted, ttz 
rith Fire and the holy Spirit, to burn 
and conſume Luſts, and ſo to bring 
own every high Thought and vain 
magination under his Feet, who 1s 
he Lamb of God that takes away the 


ins of the World? And fo by that one 


pure holy Spirit of God are many baps 
ized into one Body, where God's 
ill 1s done on Earth by him that 

abides forever. So not by tae works 
xf man , 1s any ſaved, but by the 
erciful works of God 1n his Son, by 

he waſhing of Regeneration, and re- 
ewing of the holy Spirit. So into 
his pure holy Name mult all be bap- 
ized, dipped, plunged , the which 
ends to the bringing out of all falfe 
ellow(hips , into that one and on]y 
ure Fellowſhip, towalk in the Light 
fthe Lord, where the Blood of Chriſt 
leanſes from all fin: A pure Baptiſm 
ndeed,a pure Waſhing in a pure Foun- 
ain, where filthineſs that is within 
nan comes to be waſhed away, and 
hereby way'is made for the comfor- 
able freſh ſprings that {riſe frony the 
fountain of Love and Mercies, ( the 
a H 3 Sub- 
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116 The Ulozks of 
Subſtance, ) of which many outwarg 
things are ſhadows; but the gout 
thing it ſelf is come, glory to God q 
high, (Feb. 9. 9, 10-) So to this bleſſed 
work, who muſt increaſe , his Teſti 
mony 1s ovens. and againſt all the 
works of men's hands, the which tend 
to the makirg void thereof. So the 
Fountain of God ſtands ſure, and muſt 
do forever ; and all falſe foundations, 
whereon people have built, muſt be 
{wept away for evermore. 


He bleſſed and unſpotted Foun: 

- Cation the mighty Ged of Hex 
ven and Earth hath laid , which is 
Chriſt, or Unt#ion from the holy God, 


| by the Light and Teaching of which; 


mankind comes to be inſpired with an 
underitanding' concerning things that 
difter ; even that which is precious 
and Whoiſome, ſo good for Food for 
every Soul; and:that which is vile and 
flhky, which tends to the detiling and 

bringing 


Gods Spirit Eratted, x17 


ringing Souls into bondage. And fo 


bm in his 1 Epiſt. 2. 20. ſaith unto 


he then Believers, who had received 


his Heavenly Gift : Put ye have an 


tion from the holy One , and ye know 
] things ; Herein was, and is God's 
ove 1n Is Son manifeſted to the 
orld , to deſtroy his works, who 
ath led mankind into Darkneſs ; and 

through man's obedience in fol- 
owirig and believing in theſe bleſſed 
nd unſpotted works of God in his 
on, the enmity comes to be ſlain, 
hat ſeparates mankind from God, and 
0 the bleſſed works of God in his 
on , reconciling and bringing back 
hem who have been loſt by wander- 
7g and roving 1n their own willings 
nd Fug in this cloudy and dark 
I2ht, they come to be ſeen, felt and 
njoyed by them who were and are 


artakers thereof,even of God's works ' 


nhis Son, by which the eye of the 
nderſtanding comes to be opened, 
id ſo the offenſive eye, that is of- 
ended at God's works, comes to be 
ut out : And thus the Light and Un- 

H4 derſtanding 
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Way and Life, the which 1s Without 


Primitive Chriſtians Foundation, from 


| haly and bleſled Spirit: And from this 


The Wozks of 


aSftanding o that pure Life cong 
to be known, the which hath been 

a Lamb Cain from the Foundation 6 
thi world of wickednels by the (ub 
tilty of the Serpent in mans heart. 

And now to the praiſe and honow 
of God Almighty, who hath drawn 
thouſands by the ſtrivings of the 
grace of his -haly Spirit to the knoy- 
ledge of his way, Chriſt, the Truth, 


ſpot and blemiſh , the ſame pure, ho: 
ly and unchangeable Way and Foun- 
dation on which the holy men of God 
were built in Ages ang Generationahy 
paſt, Fpheſe 2, 20. and are built upon 
the Foundation of Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief Corner-Stone. So here was the 


whence proceeded and proceeds Hear 
yenly , bleſſed and gracious word 
from the true ſenſe and feeling of the 
operation and powerful works of God's 


holy, uncorruptible, pure Foundati- 
on and way of God were all true Mi: 
nuſters 


« EELOY ao. range bg = mm Wand 7 ! 
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rs and Teachers of others raiſed, 


\m the bleſſed operation Of the Spi- 
of Kruth in themſelves, whereb 
ey had and have the Will and Mind 
God unto People , though not all 
the ſame meaſure or degree : But 
ey one being faithful to his own 
eaſure of knowledge, is therein a 
niſter of the univerſal love of God 
hisEternal Spirit unto the World. 


$ here lyes the difference between 


e Teaching and Teachers, ( and 
ſe.) The true Teaching being the 
pointing of God's holy Spirit and 
wer, Wherewith mankind bei 
ointed, and taught of God, and ac- 
rding to God's bleſſed will therein, 
Macroſs to his own Carnal Will and 
Wettions, ſpeaking forth and de- 
ering the Truth unto people, as it 
in Jeſus Lord of all, in whom the 
ace is , and from whom Peace is 
claimed under thoſe Conditions 
| Qualifications as it pleaſes him 
make and tender, who is Lord of 
, The falſe Teaching 1s that Spirit 
Imquity , the old Deceiver of the 


World, 
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120 The Uozks of 

World, the Serpent that worked x 
wrought under a Myſtery, ſubjetin 
mankind unto his will under a yz 
hope, through which he beguiled hi 
at firft, drawing out a Complianceq 
his Will unto his deluſions, and ox 
tranſgreſs the blefled commands ( 
his Maker 3 through which yield; 
of mankind unto the Serpent's Cou 
ſe], they became Tranſgreſlors ( 
God's holy Law and Covenant; an 
for that cauſe was drove from God 
Preſence, and then Fear entered; an 
Trouble and Sorrow entered by mar 
yeElding . to the Traytor , by whi 


means he partook of the Nature 


his Curſed works; and being th 
drove ont of the Garden of Fdez, t| 
Lord placed a Flaming Sword , whit 
turned every way to keep the way ( 
the Tree of Life. 

And now the ſame Myſtery of wiz! 
edneſs, by which mankind was dra 
into Tranſgreſtion, the {ame fpiritt 

wickedneſs got 1n a high place, abo 
the pure Seed of God in man , the 
keeps mankind in bondage to his 

und 


/ 


i 
1 
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ſer many fair and ſpecious hopes, 
if though fin and tranſgreſſuon, (the 
of death,) be not finiſhed in them, 
deliverance ſhall be had by the ma- 
ſation and works of the Seed with- 
ther, Sohere mankind being Im- 
xdaged by theſe corruptible works 
fer the dark power of the enemy, 
m whence ariſes all corruptible 
ys, man being gone from the up- 
tnels in which he was created, 
now abroad hunting about in his 
entions and Conceivings, being 
about by this Thieviſh Spirit, 
firſt drew his mind from the 
lof God, and (o in this is cl}ming 
and down, every Way but the 
it door ; and fo being in this Earth- 
midom from below, by Arts and 
des (et a teaching of their Imagi- 
ons and Conceivings concerning 
holy works without , and ſo here 
down Foundations under Confeſ(- 
5 and Profeflions of good works 
gracious words without, and 

eby keep the Serpent's works ak 
preſtion and (in alive within 3 "on 
ere 
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122 The Wozks of 
here the falſe Teachers under ſeyy 
covers of Confeſſions and Profeſſiq 
in the fpirit of Antichrift ſet up. 4; 
ſo here being toſſed up and downj 
flogds of Inventions, from thence thy 
ſhameful works are caſt up in the g 
World of tranſgreſſion and fin, wha 
thele falſe Teachers are ſo rivited, 
works of the Enemy being become| 
natural unto them by reaſon of f 
continuance of\time in tranl{grefly 
and fin, that thereby they are nc 
become impudent and bold, event 
dare to plead for the Serpent's work 
(ſin,)for term of life ; taking it ford 
Juſion and high preſumption for a 
toſpeak to the contrary : And fo he 
falſe Teachers being raiſed from t 
works of the enemy , moving int 
Earthly wiſdom for Earthly things, 
ing propt and bolſtered up throy 
vain glory, praiſe of men and welp 
ty Pounds, many Nobles and ſpec 
Marks , with abundance of Crow! 
and frequent appearances of Angel 
in and by which they are ſo ok 
that their Tongues run at _ 
| 


Gods Spirit Exalted. © 123 
ls and Luſts, by fair Speeches of 
er mens Lines and Works; with 
ich ignoront ſimple people being 
en, bave ſo fed and oyled the 
heels of theſe Trades-men,the whictt 
th ſet them up lo ſirong, that they 
ke all the defence they can to 
nothen themſelves and their Clhents 
the old World of fin and Iniquity : 
d fo theſe falſe Teachers having 
t darkneſs for light, and ligat for 
kneſs, what ſtrong Pillars and props 
y are grown under the Devil's 
gdomand power of darkneſs, un- 
rſeveral heads, more that might be 
ntoned , being. derived from one 
aſtly power , from whence is riſcn 


eral Heads, and fo branched our in 


eral Horns, the which are pulhing 


ery way againlt the Horn of God's 


jointing ( the power and ſtrength 
the cffeEtual and bleſſed Teachings 
his holy and blefied Spirit) the door 
dway by which all muſt enter that 
me to be truly ſatisfied with God's 
tteouſneſs ( Chriſt ) the ſame Seed 
miſed in the beginning to bruije 
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the Serpent's Head : the efteCtual wy 
and power of which , according 
God's cood pleaſure, was and ig 
nifeſtin the World. So to the py; 
and honour of God's holy works ny 
can ſay, Peace from him that is, | 
was, and is to come, Jeſus, T ord of, 
who delivers his people from their þ 
the Lamb of God that takes away the( 


of the World ; through which pow 


and bleſſed works of mercy and Px 
is extended to all mankind, with 
reſpect of perſons, upon Earth. 


So bleſſed are they that fear CG; 
and are found out of their own x 
lings and running 11 their perve 
and crooked nature, 1n a true 
miſſion and obedience to the righ 


- ous works of God's righteous holy$ 


Tit, the true Chriſtian Spirit, that (l 
ſtianity may flouriſh again, and tl 
Heatheniſm 'and Paganiſm undert! 
name Chriſtiaz may þe tubdued, a 
vaniſh away ; and Jeſus Lord of: 
exalted in the hearts and minds of pe 
ple over all his enemies: Then (þ 

f 


ie Nations flouriſh), and yield Fruit 
\ Seaſon, to the praiſe and honour of 
dd forever. . 
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| Nd now all you Merchants of Pa- 
byloz, Howl and Cry, Alas | alas! 
[hat | all theſe precions Trades, where- 
we have gotten ſo much Gain , muſt 
ey all down £ Where be all our Moun- 
ins and Rocks, that have been ſo long 
making up by all our [ellow-Trades- 
en by Arts and Inventions, in Tro- 
zons and ( onſeſſuons of good works and 
ords without, through Ages and Gene- 
tions paſt ? Will none of theſe Monn- 
ins and Rocks cover and hide us from 
e great wrath of the Lamb? What 
mſt we now bow to his righteens works 
ho takes away the ſins of the World 2 
elſe will ye grant us no Peace? Alas ! 
las! what clothing in Scarlet, and 
1d Purple, and Fine I innen of Egypt, 
th precious Stones, will theſe no longer 
ide our fins and iniquities © Muft all 
' our 
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our works herein, wherein we thought) 


.. have eſtabliſhed our own righteouſn 


mui} they now all be put off as dun 
and droſu? Alas! alas! though 
have lived ſo far from the knowledge; 
the operation and works of God's Cyirj 
as utterly 0 deny its Revelmtions » 
adayes, and ſo have been dark, an 
void of the knowledge of God s right 
ous chaſtiſments , and rebukes there 
yet we have preſumed, that by cuſtom | 
Confeſſions end Profeſſions of God's gu 
works , done .in and through holy m 
without us, would have given us a rig 
to bis holineſs, thou the lu$t of the ey 
the luſt of the fleſh, the pride of life an 
friendſhiþ of the World had never be 
wholly ſubdued in us, but in ſuch a pu 
as might be conſiſtent with our gain an 
profit in the World. Put alas! alu 
our coverines be too narrow, they willy 
longer hide us; God's .righteons wor, 
are abroad in the Farth, who is » 
ſpiring his people with true [.ght of m 
derſtanding; and Mordicat ſits int 
Gate, and will not bow to wicked 
(Haman.) Alas! alas | we have twin 

; 


- 


8 1nd twi5ted about through many Crafts _ 
id ſrventions, - ſome of our beSF Arts- 
# having called the I ight a Devil, 
we others a Natural Light, «xd others 
 Bewildering Light 3 and likewiſe 
ny falſe Accuſations have we raiſed, 
th Foil Reports, Scornines and Re- 
vachings of the people called Quakers, 
Confeſſong to the Forks of the Light 
God's holy Spirit; get all our ſhifts 
not at all help us, but thoſe works 
uſper, and they are generally a faith- 
[people to their TeStimony. Alas! alas! 
ly would have thoueht our Mother 
wld have beer ſuch « Harlot 2 What 
licate Tachantments and Sorceries 
th ſhe uſed and trained ns up in , that 
have been thus deceived, and thereby 
ve been Tnſfruments of deceiving the 
tole Nations 2 Alas ! alas ! we car 
into no Corner nor Fole but we are 
md, out and purſued. Alas! alas! 
Wt all the Wiſdom of the World, and 
tf therein help to hide our ſins and 
i[W8-117ties from the [ ight of the Lamb #e 
mh cvery Creature ſo manifeſt in his fight, 
ms 122de all things good in the begin- 
| I ning £ 
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ning ? Ps is he now at Tk 40ein 
And must all yield to his works, or be y. 
counted his enemies, and be caſt ou 
his preſence, who is Lord of all, whel 
zs the Earth and fulneſs thereof: J Aly 
alas ! words of repentance of fin will w 
ſerve now: there muif be a true ' 
tance and forſaking ſin and evil , orel( 
we periſh forever. 

Even ſo muſt it be done to yg 
workers of iniquity, who have beg 
and are as props and pillars, {trengtha 
ing the Old World of Tranſgreſlig 
in Tin and i iniquity, the Devil's works 
and therein withſtood the fufficienc 
of God's love maniteſted to the Work 
in his Son to deſtroy the Devil's works 
which works of Tranſgreflion the ol 
ſubtile Serpent , the deceiver, of ti 
Nations, mm and through his Joſt 

- ment, 1s ſtriving and labouri Ng to mal 
tain under ſeveral and ver y large an 
ſpecious pretences of crying out, In 
Lord : But come workers of iniquit 
theſe good words will not give y( 
admittance 1nto the Kingdom of God 
its not they that ſay, Lord, Lord, (i 

| El 
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Eods Syfrit Eralted, 129 
enter therein 3 but they that do the 
Will of God; And was not his Will 
manifeſted to the World in his Son, 
hat they tha: believed and followed 
him in doing his Father's Will might 
ot periſh, but have everlaſting Life ? 
And do not many of you confeſs to 
this in words? who ſay 1h your Prayers, 
That we may follow the example of 
Chrift s #- unikation and Patience, that 
re-may attain to his ReſurreFion, &c. 
What brave words have you workers . 
finiquity got in your Old Bottle, that 
an hold none ofs the New Wine 3 
\ndſo in your corrupt wil what will 
the uling good words do you good, 
but EGy add to your Condemna- 
ton, who by good words, and corrupr, 
and bad actions are withſtanding, and. 
ave withſtood rhe good Will, pleaſure 
nd love of God in his Son to the 
Vorkd. So your works of Darkneſs 
and fallhood are clearly manyfeſted, and 
you can't hide them from the Light : 
but the Light of the efieftual and 
owers Works of God's holy Sparit, 
wherein his Willis manifeſt , 1s ning 
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130 The Wozks of | 
more and more, to a more perfeQ day 
of -his will being dore upon Earth , tg 
the praiſe and honour of -his bleſſed 
and holy Name, whoſe works are Pure, 
Holy, Juſt and Perfect in every degre 
thereof, and tend to the true Refor- 
mation, Peace, Proſperity and Eſtah. 
Aiſhment of all mankind in God's loye 
and mercy therein forever, 

So worſhipped be God that made 
Heaven and Earth, and the Faun- 
zains of Waters, and all things there 
in, who fills the hearts of the upright 
with joy and gladygeſs, through the 
ſhinings forth of the light of his Coun- 
tenance, who fits upon his Throne 
and ſaith, ZBehold I make all thing 
New, (Amen.) * 


- GodsSprit Exalted, x32 


Nd wy, Tory ſach who are in 

doubt, Whether God's holy Spirit 
doth ſo effe@Fually work, now atlayes as in 
the Primitive times. Unto you ſay, 
what fleſh could ever have indured 
ſach grievous and continued Puniſh- 
ments in Tryals of divers ſorts , by 
 Mlnpriſonments, and Baniſhments, and 
MHangings, and Killings, as in New- 
ME-c/and (and Impriſfonments to Death 
{Wand ſpoiling of Goods) Old- Exgland, 
Wand Cruel Mockings, and Scoffings and 
[bloodſhed by unmerciful men ?  In- 
deed ſome in a voluntary humility 
have ſomewhat appeared in Suiferings, 
but being im their own willings and 
runnings and works therein , how 
have they been overcome , their 
ſtrength being an Arm of Fleſh , as 
well as others, and (o fleſhly works 
have been overcome by fleſhly works ? 
But 1t 1s not ſo with them who-are in 
ſcorn and deriſion called Qzakers, be- 
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132 - The Wozks or 
cauſe they have bowed to God's Way, 
the which 1s quite diticrent to man', 
wayes, was that name giver; but j 
God s way hath bis Arm been reveal. 
ed, and its trengeh madgy, manifeſt in 
our weakneis :' So that to tne praile of 
him that Iyves forever tne operation 
ef his bleſſed Spirit is felt , as in the 
primitive dayes;z and the zlory and 
comfort of it hath miniltred ſtrength 
and refreſhment in the time of tryals; 
though this way of proceeding hati 
een hid from the vultcrous evil Eye, 
So to the praiſe and glory of God is Wt 
Confetfion made throuzh the opera p 
tion of his holy Spirit, through which Il {i 
thouſands have been pr: ſerved and q 
kept from bowing to the {ced of Cain, Ml a 
I: wan and the Peaft , which hah M\ 
made the Worid as a Wildernc(s, wheie ll 1 
wid Ceuta and wild Actions {pring. $ 
Go we can tra'y {ay , tO the praile oft 
( 

7 

| 

| 


Is 


God, It t not the wife men in the wil: 
dom of this World glory in their wil 
dom, nor the ſtrong men 1n their 
ſtrength, nor the mighty nicn in then 
might ; but let all 'wait un that puis 

| mca- 


Hays Spirit Exalted. 133 
meaſure of the Light of God's Spirit 
1n their Conſciences, that by 1t they 
may draw near unto God, that they 
know his bleſſed works of mercy, and 
love,and judgment in the Earth, where- 
in that true glory and honour of God 
Is. 
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ov further, 'concerning 1M7niStry, 
this I fay ; as the blefled works of 
the Light of God's holy Spirity has 


place in hearts, and ſo opens under- 
ſtandings, a diſcovery will be mgde 
from thence of the falſe, corrupt and 
and wicked Miniſters, who open their 
Mouths ſor Giits and Rewards., from 
whoſe works in fair and decentful 
Seeches Prophaneneſs i$'gone out 1n- 
to the World, where the Revelations 
of God's holy Spirit is denyed and ſet 
at nowght ; they telling people, /Keve- 
lations are ceaſed, they are not to be 
known now adayes, $c. So the ſight of 
all the good and bleſſed works of 
| T 4 God's 
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134 - The Works of - 

God's good and holy: Spirit are be. 
come as a Sealed Book , ſo that they. 
who have exalted their parts and 
knowledge | in Hebrew , Greek and [4 
tin above the pure Life of Jeſus , they 
can't read 1n it, becauſe it is ſealed; 
and theſe Learned men (unlearned in 
the things of God) can't read in it, 
becauſe they draw near to God with 
their Mouths , and ſeem to honour 
him with their Lips, but their Hearts 
not being right in his fight , there- 
fore are the wiſdoms confounded, and 
undgſtanding in the Things of God 
kept from them. 

p its ſuch who have nothing to 
Miniſter from but a divination of their 
own Brain, in conceivings and 'ima- 
ginations concerning « the works of 
,God in others, but from no know- : 
ledge of his Works in themſelves ; (o 
they run and Divine for Money, and 
Gifts and Rewards in that adulterated 
whonſh Spirit, which hath ſate a long 
time, and reigned over people, who 
have been as unſtable and unſettled as 
Waters, reeling and itaggering to and. 

| fro 
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Gods Spirit Eralted. 135. 

o through the Sorceries and Wicch- 
raft of that whoriſh wicked ſpirit, 
nto which Cup the Kings of the Earth 
ave drunk, and been made drunk 
ith Envy , Malice and Hatred one 

oainſt another 3 and from Luſts,which 
ave been conceived in that wicked 
nd untimely womb , have proceed- 
d Wars, and Fighting, and Hatred 
ne againſt another, and alſo hatred 
painſt the appearance of God's good 
yorks 1N others, | 
$0 its againſt that bad and wicked 

virit, Which 1s not to ſpeak in the 


hurch, that I am moved to give Teſti- 

1ony in and through the operation of 

od's $0" and holy ſpirit, th ewhich 
1 


mightily at work this Day, wherein 
is power 1s made manifeſt to deſtroy 
e Devil's works, and fo a way mak- 
g for the pouring forth of God's 
oly and bleffed ſpirit more and more 
pon all fleſh 3 from whence I believe 
ere are at preſent hundreds of Able 
d Gifted Miniſters in this Nation, 
 fome degree or meaſure or other of 
04's holy ſpirit, who can ſpeak ex- 
| perimentally 


136 The TUozks of 
perimentally of what they have ft, 
handled, taſted and (ten of his work 
therexein, who is the beginning an] 
ending of every good and perfeGt wo 
and gift, in and for them, who wait t 
know his will and do it : And through 
theſe blefled works mult the wounded 
and diſtracted Nations be healed an{ 
ſet to r1ghts ; and al] that hinder thek 
blefled works of God's holy and un- 
limited ſpirit, tkey are enemies to God, 
and to their own ſouls, and to the Ni 
tion and Country where they live. 

Soto that of God in every ones Cor 
ſcience eppeal in theſe weighty an 


high concerns, whereinT have done tix 
will of God, Irelt = 


The 9th. day of the PF. - A Lnver of the bs 
' 4th. Month, 167 3 wherein T ſeek, 
% good of all Mair! a 


Stephen Smith 
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Cods Spirit Eraltcy. 37 


h TOw urito you who lay, I write out 
of Enmity : Therein you ſay rrues 
vr in the true Enmity , which God 
ath put between the two Seeds, viz. 
The bleſſed Seed of the woman , and the 
go Seed of the Serpent; So that mn 
hat which 1s truly good, that bleſſed 
ed by Which evil 1s-overcome , ac- 
ording to the good-will of God z 1n 
bat I give Teſtimony againſt that 
phich is corruptible and bad, by which 
ankind 1s led away 1nto Saks 
d there captivated under the ene- 
ys power, 
But if any ſhall ay, I wiſh herein 
" ill to any one's perſon : I do ſay 1 
e Truth * and Uprightneſs of my 
art; that ſuch do fallly accuſe me 3 
dr Lknow in the bleſſed Seed nicr: 
(lon 1s made through me and many 
oulſangs, that Light may rife in them 
ho fit in darknels, that mankind, 
to are dead in treſpaſles and fins, 
may 


Noll 


128 The Wozks of, &c. 

may be quickened, and raiſed into thy 
glorious freedom and liberty in the 
Son of God, where we may live to. 
gether in Peace with God and on 
with another, to the praiſe and glory 
of his holy Name torever. 


| Stepben Smith. 


Fm 


—Y 


_ ” - a. + Pe 1% 
CI_— 


{ Trumpet ſonnding in #130 
the Ears of all Perſecutors, to 180 
awaken them out of their dead 5 Wy 's 

j ſteep, in which they have taken "b} ; Þ: 1 
Frey from the Innocent , who 1h ; Wy 

have made thetuſelves drunken "4-1 

with Malice and Envy ; and fo, ©. 

Nabal-like, are ſaying, Whacr 4 my 

aetheſe, that we fhouldre- = | | 

gard them, @c. HON 


SEE 
2D 


Ome Perſecutors, Awake, A- 4» al 
wake, hearken how the Cows. $108 


and the Oxen Low 1n your "*. 
ars; When you lye down to {leep, " + 4 0 
oth not their Lowing trouble you? _ 7. 
ind when you riſe, are not you tor- "4, ond 
iented at the noiſe of their Lowing? ; #5. T0 
keep as ſecure as you can, you will WE JIR 
& awakened at laſt; and then the "I 
noiſe 


| 
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noiſe of the Lowing of Cows and Og 
will ſound in your Ears: In yoy 
lying down, in your riſing up; in you 
Eating and Drinking 3 in your going 
about your buſinels ; it will be a dread. 
ful noife, when the cauſe of the Jy. 
nocent, whom you have wrong 
comes to be Jaid before' you. | 
Come Perſecutors, Awake, Awake 
hearken ; do you not hear the Blu 
ing of Sheep, which have been take 
from Innocent people, for keepirg th 
Commands of Jeſus? ftop your Ear 
as hard as youcan, they will be open 
ed at laſt; and their Bleating wi 
be ſo loud ſounded mm-your Ears, that 
you cannot avoid the terrible noi 
thereof. 
_ Come Perſecutors, Awake, Awake 
 hearken what a dreadful noiſe 1s 1 
mong(t the Pots, Kettles, Skillet 
Frying-pans, Dripping-pans, Pewte 
diſhes, Flaggons, Chamder-pots, & 
the which have been taken from anlt 
nocent people, for keeping their Con 
ſcience void of oftence towards Got 
and man; that men take offence agai 
thi 


"x1e Cars ot all Perlecuto?s, 141 
he Innocent, when no proof can be 
made thereof ; that 1s the ſteps of the 
wicked 1n all Ages : But hearken Per- 
ſccutors, ſure you are not ſo faſt a 
ſleep, but that you may hear the rat- 
lng of theſe things in your Ears ; well, 
they will make a fearful noiſe at [aft. 

Come Perſecutors, Awake, awake ; 
open Four Eyes, they will be opened 
at laſt, and then the Beds, Cloths, Corn, 
Boggs, Horſes, Butter, Cheeſe, Ba- 
con, and all fortz of Commodies taken 
from Tradeſmen , our of.their Shops, 
ind working Inſtruments from poor 
xcople, Shoe-Leather, and abundance 
pf other things, too long to name 3 
ill taken from an Innocent harmleſs 
people, who ſ{cek the good and well- 
being of all men : At laſt all theſe 
things ſhall be laid before your Eyes, 
you ſhall not be able to ſhut them 
ainſt them, nor to ſtop your Ears, 
Irom the ſeveral dreadful noiſes ; but 
they muſt found in your Ears , and 
you muſt know, that all theſe doings 
roceed from a corrupt.rotten heart 
and mind, which is abhorred by the 
ing Ggd. And 


142. A Tit impet ſounding in © 
And now after all'the ſpoil , thy 
hath Þ-:n made on the Goods P 
Perſons of an innocent people, man 
of whoſe bloqds have -been ſhed i 
your Streets, witneſs F, orſiy-down meet. 
ing: After all this, the matter of Fa 
which the Innocent people, calle 
aakers, have been accuſed of, it 
hath not at all been prov'd again 
them; neither hath there been any 
cauſe of a ground given to ſuſpect the 
Meetings to be any wayes tendingt 
Sedition, er. They have been al: 
wayes peaceable on their parts; ani 
therein the peace and well-bethg of al 
hath been ſought? When you ar 
awakered, and the Book opendl 
wherein your wickedneſs 1s ol 
then will the Meetings of the Peopk 
called Qzzkers, appear unto you a 
iforefald. And (o-all you, who are 
wondering at a peoples ſtanding iO) 
in Silence to wait upon the Living 
God, to receive Connle] of him, challf 
by the ſame they may be ouided if Fi 
the way and path of Life : would i 
ttot be good " would do the ſame! 
| an 


nd not run forward iri Satans Counr 
s, in envy, hatred,- and malice, till 
ou come to be bitten and devoured, | 
ne of, and by another: Whar is it 
je near to have the names of Chri- 
janls , when there 1s none of Chriſts 
birit of Nature in you. Be not de- 
tived, the Living God will not be 
jocked 3 though in his tender mercy, 
e hath yet ſpared many Vials of 
rath and hath not poured them forth, 
ut inſtead thereof he hath cauſed 
any to go out 1n dread, and fear, to 
ſtifie of his good will, upon repen- 
Ince arid amernidment of life, but that 
ve having been ſlighted , the con- 
ary will come heavy at Jaft ; and 
jen your courage and valour which 
ou have exerciſed againſt an inno- 
nt people, that will fail you , and 
ar, and trembling , and amzement, 
at will ſe1ze upon you. Brambles and 
hornes, whoſe nature is to Tear and 
end, cannot ſtand againlt ; a conlum- 
o Fire. 

jon, hearken all that have a Fin- 
r 1n this Dilh 3 have you not be- 
K trayed 


344. | mding.in 
trayed your Maſter ?_ are you not cl, 

1 led Chriſtiars? and ſhould not Chr, 
|  ftianshave all one Maſter? Did notth 
1 name of Chri5ian come by him who 
1s Maſter of all, and hath all poye 
in Heaven and Earth? and was it ng 
given to them who came out of the 
Heatheniſh nature, who came unde 
the power, which was manifeſt to de 
ſtroy the works of the Devil, and thi 
nature of the Devil's power, whic 
isto Rend, Tear, and Devour; con 
ing in Troops, as he did upon 7 
Goods, in Troops of Caldeans , and 
Bands and Troops of Sabeans? 
gave not you, who are in the ſans 
works now, jas the Jabeazs and (4 
deans were then(in ſpoiling the Good 
of Innocent men, who love that whit! 
is Evil? have you not betrayed you 
Lord and Maſter, having given yol 
ſelves up toſerve a wicked Ruler, i 
that is Prince of the power of darkne 
who hath his rule in his Servants, wi 
are departed from their obediencet 
him who is Lord and Maſter of al 
and ought to be ſerved and feared | 

all 
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al; fince there is no bleſſing, nor any 
thing that 1s, good, but what is of him, 
and from him, who created al], and 
upholds all, who is Lord of all, bleſſed 
4 © #-.- : 
Come, be. awakenelP and Jearken : 'S 
where do you find (by the examp!e 
or Doftrine of Chriſt Jeſus , who 1s 
Lord of all, and hath all power in 
Heaven and Earth,) or do you read 
of afiy ſuch works afore-mentioned, 
done by him. or his Followers ? No, 
no, .you have betrzyed him, who call 
him Lord, and yet live. in ſuch works 
of malice and revenge; he taught,and 
teaches quite contrary,even to learn of 
him, who is meek and lowly in heart, 
admoniſhing all to love one another, ond 
to do good for evil, and to love enemies 3 
who dwell with them that are of a 
contrite and humble ſpirit, who teaches 
the humble and meek, and who waſh- 
eth and cleanſeth bis Followers from 
their filth, as indayes paſt, ſo to day 
| and for ever. Oh you betrayers of ' 
him, who have rendred him a hard 
Maſter, in that you deny him3 for he 
K 2 -.-2 
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Ig righteous, juſt and true, and giv 
power to them that receive him, and 
obey him patiently , to bear the re 
proaches, of the wicked, and to un, 
dergo cp” mockings, and ſcof: 
fings and (p01 


lings, till his pleaſure 
to plead the cauſe of the Innocent, 
who have no Arm of Fleſh, nor Car. 
nal weapon; but their truſt 1s in hin 
_ who 1s Lord of all, unto whom al 

Tongues wult confeſs, and every Knee 
mult bow ; though for a while, the 
wicked, with their Ruler the Devil, 
may be looſe, he rfiuſt be chained at 
laſt, - and caſt into the Lake of Fire, 
where their part and portion will be, 
who continue ſerving him (a ſad Bar: 
gain.) So all you betrayers of the jul 


what Dreamers you have followed, 


'Who are ofit of the way of the Lord, 


and yet for lucre ſake, by art and po- 


holy principle of Light and Life in 
your hearts, be awakened ; come, ſee 
what a Dream you have been in, and 


al 
f 


2! 


\*] 
01 


licy, keep people confeſling they areſÞv 


out of the way of the Lord, perſwa- 


ding its not to be found, or ay if there 
were no ſuch thing. Oh, 


32 —_ _ 
ha bt & Fe 1, . 
4 by » . « + 
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the Tarsot all Perſecutozs. 147 

Oh, be awakened, and ſee what a 
Nream you are in, and what filly 
Nreamers theſe are, who have put 
rom them Chriſt, the way of Truth 
and the Life, by which all that ever 
ome to God, it muſt be by him, 
whom many have found , fo cannot 
but confefs him before men, there be- 
ng no other way out of Evil, and 
hich brings and leads to peace ; this 
za perfect way, and tryed way, into 
hich no unclean perſon, nor envious 
xerſon can come into 3 he muſt for- 
ake his Envy, and uncleantets, and 
Jl the Devils works, if ever he comes 
here. 

Come, don't ſtop. your Ears, and 
gut your Eyes, It willbe all n vain: 
or he that is Lord, Maſter and Crea- 
or of all, ſees and beholds all, you can 
de nothing from him, and be will 
all you to: an account ; then, what 
an the betrayers ſay? 

'Oh, you whoſe dayes are not quite 
ver, conſider what you are a doing, 
ad what you are a treaſuring up 3 
alice, envy and hatred are from a 


K 3 _ cgr- 
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rupt root and ground, which is curſi Ing. 

Come, be awakened, ceaſe to do 
evil, then learn to'do well, if happily 
you may obtain mercy 3 reſtore the 
pledge and repent : Keep nothing back 
that hath been taken by violence. 

Be awakened, and ſee how filthy 
your-hands are, through Malice and 
Cruelty, which hath brought a filthy 
ſmell and curſe upon your Eſtates ; a 
ſad portion for your Children , fi 
their Fathers to die with their ita 3 
entailed in the Curſe , the which can Mi. 
never be removed , from Father or iW 
Child, till the cauſe of the Curſe be 
repented of, and done away, and lo 
the hands waſted: in innocency ; until 
which time every one ſhall bear his 
own iniquity, becauſe of the accurſed 
thing that is in their hands, 

So out of love to Truth, and good 
will to all is this written , whateve! 
conſtruction you may make thereof,in- Ml. 
to whoſe hands it may come ; in 1 
ſight who ſees all things, I am cleares, 
that herein I wiſh the 200d of all. ' Wl 


The 1loth: of the J 
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1s Lord of Hea- 
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the ſake thereof, and 


Neighbours, 


Whom the World was made , 


Wr 


Upholding that MI 


" 75p. Some Reaſons againſt | 

| Heir #2 all Ts" and hath: right of 
government-.-1n the Hearts and: Con-: 
{riences of all . people, and over all the 
Kingdoms of men, the right of ordaix- 
ing and appointing Miniſters being in; 
him, andalſo in giving forth his Righ, 
teous Law and Commands in their 
Hearts, where he ought to. reign,. 
where his Miviſters ſo ordained of hin 
are to wait, with their Minds ftaid in 
his Light, to receive of him freely a 
ſupply of wiſdom and power, and to 
communicate from the ſame freely, and 
$to be contented with what proviſion 
the Lord is pleaſed to make for them; 
and by him there being a change of 
the-Prieſthood under that Covenant 
given unto Moſes and the people of 
Tſrael, there 1s made of neceflity a 
.change alſo of the Law , and foral- 
much as the Prieſts in this Age, who 
are not ordained of Chriſt, do uphold 
that which the Lord bath Sa 
therefore we do deny them , and that 


which they claim for their Main- 
tenance. 
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[ 1. Thefe Prieſts being not ordain- 
dof Chriſt, nog appointed to that. 


Office by -him, they therefore do u-- 


ſurp that Authority, the which doth: 
of Right belong to Chriſt Jeſus, the 
which are preſumptious ſins, and there- 
fore we dodeny them. 
[I]. Theſe Prieſts having denyed 
the Revelation of Chriſt's Spirit now 
adayes, and ſet up the Letter and 
Law without above the Spirit and Law 
within, by which its plain and evident, 


that they are Strangers to the great - 


Love of God in his New Covenant, 


and being void of the knowledge of 
the gift of God to the World, they 


have nothing but Imaginations and In- 
ventions of their own Brain-ſtudy, and 
out of others Works and Labours, 
therefore we do deny them. 

IV. They not being ordained of 
Chriſt they bring forth no pleaſant 
Fruit , as is evident, but being or- 
dained of man, being man-made Mi- 
miſters, they are men-pleaſers, ſo no 
Servants of Chriſt Jeſus, but of their 
own Bellies, and for the ſake thereof 


they 
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192 - Some Reaſvns-anainft 
they are abominable -greedy: of filth 
Lucte, and. therefgre we do deny 
_— 

V. : They being out of the way d 
the Lord, and ſtrangers thereunty 
therefore they can.be no guides there: 
in, having ſet up Imaginations and 
Devices i in their own Hearts, they fol 
low them in defrauding people, there 
fore we deny them. 

VI. Foraſmuch as Chriſt hath ſaid 
\John 10. All that ever came before m 
are Thieves and Robbers, or as 1t may 
be rendred, AU that go before hin; 
_ (Now mind) before Abraham was þ 
was, and before the Prophets were he 
was; ſo the true Prophets they did 
not go before him, they waited for 
the Signification of Chriſt's Spirit 
which was in them, the which was 
their Foundation, and this was the 
Apoſtles Foundation , and the Be- 
levers 1n the Primitive time wee 
built upon the ſame ; but the Thieve: 
and Robbers were the falſe Prophets 
and Prieſts that came before him, who 
ſtealſthe true Prophets words, __Y 

tne 


Paying'Tythes. ”: I53' 
en in their Divination for Money, - 
\d Rewards, and-Preaching for Hire, 

- which were wicked practices, teſti- 
d againſt, and cryed out againſt by 
e true Prophets; among which wick- 
| practices we finding the man-made 
iniſters in this Age and Generation, 
ho go before Chrift, and being of 
at number Chriſt Jeſus ſpoke againſt, 
jerefore we deny them. 
VII. All takenotice,that the Teſti- 
zony againſt Prieſts that preach for 
Jire 1s No new thing of. twenty or 
ity years ſtanding, as ſome do vain- 
y imagine; thoſe abominable practices 
cre teſtified againſt by the true Pro- 
hets; read Micah 3. Iſaiah 66. Jer. 5. 
zh. 13. Eoſea 6. and read Chriſt's 
eſtimony againſt Hirelings, Joh 10. 
and mind) all the holy men of God 
rere and are of the ſame mind. And 
or Prieſts and People now adayes to 
retend. to Coipel-order and Golpe]- 
layes, and to liven the ſame, and it 
tot worſe practices then the falſe Pro- 
phets, Prieſts, Teachers and People, 
who were before the more powerful 
p mMa- 


154 SomeBealongagainit. 
manifeſtation of Chriſt to fleſh, th, 
everlaſting Goſpel, who is #he end oi 
the Law for Righteonſneſs to all tha 
believe ; thisis a very great ſhame eye 
to the name of Chriſtzavity, and the, 
falſe Teachers the Prieſts being the 
Leaders into theſe  Abominationg; 
therefore we do deny them. 

V IIE. Paul an Apoſtle of Jeſus; 
he did exhort the then Believers, to 
follow him as he was a follower «f 
Chriſt, who ever was, and is a bleſſed 
Leader out of Tranſprefſion , out of 
ſn, and therefore out of Strife and: 
Contention 3 he taught and teaches! 
to love enemies , for this Cauſe was 
and is the love of God in his Son mz 
nifeſtin fleſh , even to condemn fin in 
the fleſh, and to deſtroy the Devils 
works of Malice, Envy, Luſt, Pride, Ex- 
ceſs, Covetouſneſs, Lying, Guile, Hypoy 
crifie, Deceit, Fraud, Vam Worſhipy, 
Vain Services , Perſecution, and al 
other Abominations that may be men- 
tioned ; the true and faithful witnels, 
even the Light of his holy Spirit in 
mankind, never did nor will aſſent un- 

to 


0 any thing that is evil.” And- for- 
much as the Prieſts are led by ano- 
her Spirit, #ad aCted by another Spirit, 
; by their Fruits and Practices they 
emanifeſted, even tobe led by the 
pirit of Caz#, he being the firſt Perſe- 
utor about Religion; and the Prieſts 
eng in the ſame ſteps of Perſecution, 
ey may fay if they ſpeak truly, Be- 
ned, be you followers of us as we are fol- 
mers of our > omg Cain, the falſe 
Prophets and Teachers in "Ages paſt 3 
hey bringing forth*the ſame Frunts, 
herefore of neceſſity they muſt ſpring 
om the ſame corrupt ground and 
oot ; and therefore let all the wiſe in 
art judge, Whether we have not 
700d caule to deny them. 

I X, It hath been fo from the be- 
inning, that he that was born after 
he Fleſh , perſecuted him that was 
orn after the Spirit, even fo it is now ; 
ind when we turned our backs upon 
ngodlneſs, and waited in the grace of 
0d, that we might live godly and 
hteouſly in this preſent evil World, 
e did believe we might ſuffer by un- 

reaſonable 
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renſotiable We 1 men, ho ive 
alted above the Grace of God, of wh 
- number the Prieſts are chief; and the 

fore we deny them. :. .. 

X. And whereas Chriſt: Jeſt wi 
is Lord of the Sabbath , did above 
teen hundred years ago ſet up 
everlaſting Worſhip in the Spirit x 
Truth, and directed all to take thath 
their Leader into ail Truth , and 
- Truth arfd bleſſed effects whereof 
ing witneſſed to the praiſe of Godt 
day, asit was ip the Primitive tin 
And whereas the man-made Minik 
of this Age and Generation, who: 
not ordained nor ſent of Chriſt | 
do teach for Doctrine the Comma 
of men, and fo worſhip in vain, and! 
their Traditions and vain Cuſtomsth 
have excluded that Worſhip in $p 
and Truth, the which Chrift Jeſus | 
up 3 therefore we do deny them. 

XI. Whereas the man-made Mi 
ſters now adayes do make that ti 
Plea for their Perſecution and wi 
ednels, they have a Law, ſo aid tl 
fore-Fathers, the Scr3 be; TAY 


; who il 4 
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hf Prieſts, who Crucified Chriſt,the 
(ad, they had a Law; and, what Perſe- 
cutors about Religion ſince Caiz had 
not ſome ſeeming pretence and cover- 
;ng? though indeed theſe in this gene- 
ration do excel in rare Arts and Cover- 
ings to hide their wicked bloody Spi- 
rit of Perſecution under ; but he is riſen 
and come that ſees through them, and 
teaches is Followers of them; and 
therefore we do deny them. 

XII. And we docommend the Read- 
er for his full and compleat ſatisfation 
about the ground and ſetting up of 
Tythes,fince the Goſpel-dayes, unto a 
Book Entituled, The Great Caſe of 
Tythes Revived, by Francis Flowgil, 
who dyed a Priſoner for the Teſtimony 
of Jeſus 3 1n that Book are all Reaſon- 
able Objections clearly anſwered , and 
there 1s clearly ſhewen, what a dark 
meht of Apoltacy was over people 
when Tythes were ſet up by a Law, 
ad how many hundred years 1t was 
alter Chriſt , before that groſs TIgno- 
rance was uſhered 1n, in making 04 
to Proſecute and compel about Tythes. 


And 


x39 SomeReaſons, &c. 

And unto all we do Ggnife , That we hay 
hopes in our Lord and Maſter, Chriſt Jefur, mn 
| Saviour, that be will niaintainus by his Gran, 
and ſupply 15 ont of his fulneſs of Wiſdom an 
Power to live godly , ſoberly and righteouſly in 
this preſent fe , giving #0 jiiſt 'Gatſe:of Oſfesg 
to any, but in all things to live an innocen| 
harmleſs life, k-eping our C onſeience void of 
Offence, bath before God and aill men: Andi 
any that may be among us, and profeſs to on 
our Principle, ſhould do otherwiſe then right anl 
juſt, Jet none: be Jo rrſþ as to condemn onr jul 
Principle, of thoſe that live in it, becauſe of th 
nnfaithfulneſs of ſome that may make ſome Pre 
ſeſſion of it, and #ot live up toit: Aud wet 
pray for ll in Authority, that the Lord of Hee 
ven and Earth may pour out his Spirit of Judg. 
nient and Wiſdom #pou them, that they mayh 
opened, and that the Nobility of their Under, 
ſtandings may be cleared frem Darkneſs; and br 
ror, that they may diſcern b2tween the Precio 
and the Vile, and that they may be for the Pu: 
niſoment of them that do Evil, and for the Praiſ 
of them that do well, 


The 6th. of the xft, 
Month, 1676, 
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e un- 
he Earth, 
res 


ffettual 
d God bleſſed rhem, and ſaid unto 


aſus; and 
WORKS therein. 
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Mm, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 


aw of Love, as 
mankind Dom 


+ 
' 


o provoke them to the Royal 
it 1s 
Fl | 


WVhollome Advice. 


od, who in the be 


| 
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f 
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were all good (and are all good, + 
voury pleaſant ) being ordered by hj 
univerſal power and wiſdem, þ 
which they were created. 

But mankind being fallen from the 
ſenſe thereof, they have formed and 
faſhioned many Inventions in thei 
minds, being captivated under the 
enemy's power of Darkneſs, where 
they ' are become corrupt and un 
voury , having loſt their Domini 


- inſtead of fubduing the Earth , the 


have let the Earth over them, and be 
ing become Earthly-minded,the thing 
that move upon the Earth have Dom 
nion over them ; and thus being ca 
tivated under the enemy's dark poye 
ſet the enemy's dark power aboveti 
ower aud wiſdom of God, Chr 
the ſame yeſterday,to day,and for ev: 
by whom all things were created, vl 
16 Heir of all, by whoſe Power, L 
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HE SBIEL . 
no , 


odhiiniobedſty is brought to Light. 
glory be to him for ever. 


But people being imbondaged and | 


corrupted , they are become ſuch 
faves thereunto, and inſucha ground 


'of Infidelity, t that they cannot ſo much. 


'a5 believe in God's power and wiſ- 
dom, which is manifeſted to create 


again into 1ts OWN primitive, ſavoury, | 


holy Lite,tn Dominionover the Earth.z 


but 1n the State of Infidelity, man- 


kind being plunged with their nar- 
row ſpirits they go about to meaſure 
the things of God, and in their fallen 
Farthly wiſdom to weigh things of 
Eternity (and being confounded in 
their works) what variety of /coyer- 


ings do people get to cover. their 


ſhamein all parts of the World, as 
well as in Chriſtendom ((o call'd) where 
deed they do greatly excel other 
Nations 1f curious Arts to make co- 
verings to hide their great ſhame 3 (a 
miſerable Trade ! but very colitly Te! 
n this Nation.) And foraſmuch as the 
ve of God hath been, and is largely 
manifeſted, through which many bave 

L 2 been 
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Wholſome advice fn true 
teen,and are redeemed from that great 
' folly and madneſs, .in that vain travail 
| and Jabour , 'in joyning with thoſe 
| Arts-men of the Times , who ſpend 
their dayes and conſume abundance 
of Treaſure in making falſe covering 
to cover their fhame z out of which 
confuſion many being redeemed, who 
are baptized into .Chriſt, and have put 
on Chriſt's beautiful Garment, and are 
comely in his fight, who 1s Lord of 
- Heaven and Earth, before whom every 
| _ Creature is manifeſt : and becauſe ſuch 
cannot run with them in the ſame Ex. 
ceſs' of Riot, and pay towards the 
Maintenance of thoſe Sottifh Any 
men, what a wonder they make of it! 
and cry to the Magiſtrates for help, 
to puniſh the Innocent people, for 
keeping . their Conſciences void of 
offence both towards God and man: 
What Impriſoning, even many to 
Death, and Spoiling , Tearing and 
Rending of Goods,ſeeking thereby the 
deſtruction and ruin of many thou: 
ſands of induſtrious laborious Famt 
lies _ | : 


A 


Love to all called Chiififang. 163 

_ ApraGice not ſo. common amongſt. 
the very Tarks, among whonggl having 
lived, £d1d obſerve ſomething of their 
thaviours to the Chriſtians and Jews 
that live. amongſt them, and one unto” 
another z and 1n' many common Ci- 
ities, Which are called moral, in 
(which they ſcemed to excecd many 
ho are called Chriſtians 1n Chriften-. 
jor; the Chriſtians that live amongſt 
bem of ſeveral Opinions agreeing to- 
ether 1n outward concerns, do enjoy 
he Liberty of their Conſciences 1n 
heir ſeveral ways of Worſhip 3 and 
ne Jews have the ſame freedom, the 
jews obſerving the Seventh day, and 
requiet 3 and the ChriStans the First 
lay, and are not diſturbed &. and the 
lurks obſerve the Sixth day; and [ 
19 not perceive any Penalties inflict- 
dether on Chriſtians or\Jews for wor- 
Iipping of God as they ſuppoſe they 
ould ; but they do live quietly and 
eaceably one with another in thele 
Oncerns. 


And concerning the Turks Modera- 
01, 1n permitting the Chriſtiang 10 
*# Wh quietly 
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quietly to enjay their ſeveral. perſia 


fron in Rgligious matters, I made ſons 


Inquiry, What rea ſon they.conld give fi 
the ſame £- and thus anſwer was te, 
turned me, thus ſaith Tark, Jn caſe we 


fhould go about to contpel or force them h 


be of our Religion, fear might overcont 


ſome of them, for fear of the Puniſhment 


ſome may yield; and in caſe we ſhoul 
perſwade them by promiſes of Cutwarl 
Preferment, for the Advantage ſal 
ſome might yield; but (ſaith the Turk) 
when we have aone all, we cannot alty 
or change their Belief, the which they 
retaining, though they may yield uni, 
#5, it would be but in Fypocrifie 5 andin 


| Caſe we *ſhould accept of them on thi 


terms, they then would: have an oppn 
tanity to do us hurt. And herein the 
ſhew more Moderation then the Apo 
ſtate Chriſtz4ns 1n many places of Chr 
ftendow. © Tu 

- And concerning the Turks Dep 
ment , and Civil reſpet 'one unto an 
ther, in meeting and greeting one an 
ther z they ſeem to exceed the (br) 
ftiags in Morality 3 it being a caule 0 
g Laughte 


"Love to all called Chrifffans, 165 . 
Laughter unto them: to ſee the Chri= ty 
fans Beggarly Airy Bebaviours one 
unto another, . in Seraping with "the 
Leg, and Doffting the Hat, and 
fooliſh Geſtures, too too much uſed 
amongſt many who are called Chri- 
iqns, Who want the more ſolid, and 
more comely, and truly courteous 
Behaviour , which the Truth guides 
unto. | 
But leſt any ſhould miſtake, who 
do not know the difference which is 
2mongſt them called Tarks, wherein 
[ſpeak of the Behaviour of the Tarks, 
25 before, I do not ſpeak ef thoſe Neſts - 
and Dens . of Theeves and Robbers, 
who are made up of Chriſtian Run- 
ngadows, Moors and Turks; neither. 
do I ſpeak of the aſpiring high-mirid- 
ed ones amonglt them ; but I ſpeak 
of a plain people, called Tark-men, 
whom I have truſted much, and hav- 
ng found them faithful, I percaved 
they had an Awe and Fear of God up- 
othem, they often expreſſing theſe 
words [ The Lord is juſt, and therefore 
we muit do jnStly | And by occation 

— having 
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- having-proved»a Turk; I ſhall in brigh, 
_ give an Inſtance..of* his! Faithfulneſy; 
wherein he declared the Fear and Aye; 
of God that was upon him: . Being or-: 
dered by a Merchant. that then. lived 
10 Aleppo, to (end him up 1500 Dolleys 
privateleſy from Scanderown, Where [ 
lived ; according to order, the Money! 
being delivered, and laid upon a Horſe 
11 a Satche] , as their manner 1s, the 
Horſe by Chance ran away with the 
Money before him, it being in a dark 
Night he could not find him, arid in. 
the Morning betimes the Horſe with 
the Money was feeding at a Tark-mans 
Crib, the Turktaking hold of him, and 
feeling the Money, and ſeeing the 
Chriſtians Mark, there being none to 
accuſe him but the witneſs in him , he 
"might clearly have kept the Money, Wyo 
and turned the Horſe going ; but the War 

faithful and true Witneſs was fo preva- Wlo! 
 Tentin'him, that he took the Money With 
carried it unto an-Hgaw; which in that WT 
place 18 ſomewhat like unto a Lord of« Mjc 
Manner ,and after diligent fearch;what Wis 
he had done was ſhewed unto y a 
an 


| 
p 


Y 
X 


ACS W241 
I 4 ©, «wits 
Re 


{ove to:ail: calle WEhrobſſſais. 
nd the Money recovered: Þne mind 
he Awe and Fear of God''that was 
port the Turk, after Inquiry congern- 
no his Doings, this was his- Anſwer; 
fd the Turf, The Lord hath bleſſed 
me with Cattle of ſeveral ſorts, accounts 
ing his Out ward Riches; zz caſe (ſaid 
he ) I hould have pat that Money to 
that which the Lord hath blefſed me 


withall, that being none of mine, the” 


Lord would have brought 4 Curſe upon 
il that T have. Hear this @ Chrift:ans, 
and awake to Righteouſneſs, and 
don't perfiſt m. your Gain- h 
laying the preaching . the Col. 1. 23. 
Copel to every Creature, 

kit you be cut off from the goodneſs 
of God through your unbelief and 
hard-heartednels; and thoſe whom 
you ſodeſpile;be grafted 1n; (all things 
ire poſſible to the power of the Lord) 
for of a Truth, as ſaid Peter 1n ano- 
ther Caſe, The Lord is no ReſpedFer of 
Perſons, but in' every Nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs 


is accepted with him. So mind, it'snot 


a bare talk of Righteouſneſs that will | 


ſerve 3 
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ſerve ; and what haye you more wholly. 
ſay, Viſtons are ceaſed, and Revelating 
are ceaſed ; and the [Inſpiration of- God; 
Spirit is ot to be known now adaye) 
_ Ohblind Apoſtates | what Goſpel hay 
| youto preach? No; the Golpel ishid 
'toyou, in whom the God of thi. 
World hath blinded thei; 
2 Cor. 4 minds of them that believeW;; 
3, 4+ not , leſt the Light of theſW-. 
' Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, MW; 
Who is the [mage of God ſhould ſhine 
unto them + The Confeſſton out of 
your own Mouthes will riſe up againl 
you .1n the day of account, which 
haſtens: The midnight of it 1s much 
over you, and the day of the Vilita- 
tion of God's love to many of you 1s 
_ far ſpent: Do you think that your 
| having the holy mens Teſtimonies of 
the Righteouſneſs of God will add to 
your Comfort in the day of account, 
1t you be found out of the Righteoul- 
nels there teſtified of? No; aſſured: 
ly they will be'a witnels againſt you 
_ 7The learned Scribes and the, Phariſee 
| they had the Law and &he mony 
whic 


Lopeta f {calf VOVLeta ms, "x65 * 
phich witneſſed + to: "is hee 
vrof God (bat they reſi iſting the Spt- i 
it of God.)' how blind and 1Eenorant ' 700g 
jere they of the Law and Prophets! ES 1 
d | that goodneſs of God they being {2 REnol 
rangers unto, through their hard- #4 F40R 
keartedneſs , in reſiſting the Key of #7 0%, R408 
knowledge, they were fo far fromthe © pl 
comfort thereof, that they took oc- 2 ER 
afon by them to refiſt the righceou(- MEny 15H 
neſs of God'; ſo thoſe bleſſed Teſti- k | 7; BIR3 
monies which witneſſed to the righte- *., "PWM 
ouſneſs of God, were a witneſs againſt - 7 FRM 
them for refuſh ing the' ſame: And for- | 4 Bana 
amuch as the C hrifian-Nations have  ' 
more of the -holy mens Teſtimonies We |; j 


1p 


} concerning the righteouſneſs of God T1 lf 
"Win the bleſſed operation of his holy 3; 10 


Spirit, and do grieve it, and do de- | 
(pizht unto it , and are found in | 
the day of account out of the life of 7 4 
'M the righteouſneſs thereof, the more BY | 


& * 


and fronger will the Scriptures of 
Truth be a witneſs againſt them : So F171 5 PEORR 
then the Scriptures are profitable and © TH 
comforiz!>:2, through the bleſſed Spt-- ;.-/ RA 


2 


rt that 9>zns them, and gives power HH 
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170 Thollome advice fn true: 
to live the life of the ho'y men recor}; 
ed therein : 'But if the righteouſng| 
of God's holy Spirit , which' is wit: 

_ nefled unto throughout the Scripture 
of Truth, be rejected , then will the 

Scriptures be unprofitable afid uncon- 
fortable in the day of account , when 
every one {hall receive a reward ac- 
cording to their Deeds done in the 
Body, 

Oh! that people would confider, 
and not go on ſtriving againſt the 
works of the Lord , who 1s exalting 
the peaceable Kirigdom of the Son of 

his Love, which isin righte: 

Rom, 14. Ouſneſs, peace and joy in 

I72 his holy Spirit.. ( Oh! tt 
HE for want of knowledge that 
people periſh ) and rather then they 
will deny themſelves, that they may 
have knowledge of the r!ghteonſneſs 
which 1s of God "they will perſiſt and 
perſiſt, and veriſh 3 in their own un- 


righteous Works; For the 


Jam. x. Wrath of man worketh not the 
200 righteouſneſs of God : For the 
eyes of the Lord are«over the 

righ- 


gate 


Love to all called Chriſtians. 178  -- 
ehteons, and his Ears are © | 
wn unto their Prayers, but+ g Pet, 
le Face of the Lord is againſt , 12. 
1 that do Evil. Oh that 

cople had a true knowledge of the 
jptures! but they do erre , not know- 

we the Scriptures, nor the power of 
0d; The goodneſs and mggcics of 
od, both 1n the holy Teſtimonies, 
$recordedin the Scriptures of Truth, 

nd otherwayes manifeſted, ſhould 
cad unto true repentance of every 
wil way and work , whereby. God's: 
ghteous Spirit is grieved and quench- 


oo 


Aſfuredly the more God's holy and 
jphteous Spirit doth ſtrive many ways 
ith a people or Nation, and they go 
n, not regarding the. operation of 
he hand of the Lord therein, but do 
ontinue to grieve and quench the 
lefſed motions thereof, it will be more 
olerable in the day of Judgment urito 

| What People or Nation which profels 
Wcls, but do more : So its not a bare 
Profetion and Confeſlion, what peo- 
le do that is acceptable ; butit's in do- 
1g 
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"172  Whelfarme adbiet 
| ing the Willof God: "the ought w_ WO 
ings of iisholy Spirit, m every NayllMb! 
on they that fear God and work righlll 
teouſnels are accepted's and for hall 7 
end; that people might fear God-anWP! 
work righteouſfieſs, his ufiiverſalLoyG 
in his univerſal Spirit and power dotifh© 
inlighten all mankind, - whereby the {0 
may ſee the evil and the good ; ani" 
to them that receive him im his tende: q 
of | love, he gives them power to e ( 
cewthe evil and to love the good 
of what Nation , Language or Conn * 
try they be of. In the time TI live 
n 

n 

b 


among the Tarks it appeared to me 
that they had more Charity and trij 
Love one unto another, then mayhi 
found amongſt many who are calle: 
Chriſtians, who live in Error, out 0 
God's way: Surely ſuch Chriſtians Al 
driven farther from true Love one tt 
another, and Mercy, and Patience 
and Self-denyal, then the very Turks 
They may be aſhamed when they looi 
back into- thoſe malicious works mi 
nifeſted upon an Innocent People 1 
this Nation ; Iſuppole thEy are not ti 
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be parallel'd amongſt the very Thrks : 
nd for ChriSfendom, (© called, in ge- 
peral, who are apoſtatized from the 
Truth, how many Religions -and high 
Profeſſions there are made of God and 
Chriſt, but how little of the bleſſed 
example and humiliation of Chriſt is 
followed ! Let.the wiſe 1n heart take 
but a view of the greateſt part of 
Chriſtendom , (0 called this day , and 
ſe what works of Envy , Malice and 
Hatred ( Evil Fruit) is ſhewn forth, 
where they ſeek the ruin and deſtructi- 


on one of another z ſuch wilde Fruit 


doth not proceed from Chrilt the Vine ; 
no, no; ſuch Fruit proceeds from a cor- 


rupt root, which Ax of the Lord muſt 


belajid to, and it muſt be cut down, 
the word of the Lord muſt come over 


It, which mult be felt a Hammer to 


beat down corruption, and a Fire to 
conſume it 3 this Croſs that Chiſe3ars 
muſt take up, if they arrive at that 
bleſſed Haven of reſt which the Lord 


of Heaven and Earth has appointed for 


them that love him 3 thus ChriF:ans 
bowing under the Croſs, the power 
of 
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174 Ctolfmeadvice in true MM 1 
of God, and Crucitying their corrup; is 
WHls, and Afﬀetions, and Luſts, with 
that exalted, proud, arrogant ſpirit 
thit carryes people above the Fear of 
God and the bleſſed example and hy- 
miliation of Chriſt ; C: hriſtians ((ocal: 
led) coming under this Croſs, then 
. will you be. a good cxample to al 
Turks and Infidels m the World, and 
your good. Converſations and mus 
Love one unto another will convince 
the Tark that the Lord 1s with you of 
a Truth, there being no other way tg 
' true happineſs and peace with the Li: 
ving God, but by Chriſt, the Jay, th 
Truth, the Life, which people being 
converted to and living in , theremn 
ſhewing forth the great Love of God 
to the World in his Son; this wil 
preach forth the righteouſneſs of God 
unto « whe are ſtrangers there: 
untoWnd the people thus gathered 
to the Lord, the Lord will be with 
. them, and plead their Cauſe, whilll 
you obſerve that great and chief Com- 
mandment, 1n loving God above all, and 
your Neighbonrs as your felves 3 in do- 
ing 


Lovetonllice ory [en riff fan 7 t > 
pthisyou will pleaſe God; oy reach 
gthe witneſs in them-That do' not : 
now God :* Prt if you continme meer 
Tuhers and high Profeſſors of what you 
Mild do, and leave :that nndone ICT 
huld be dotte, thereiz you will be a bad 
zatuple, and enill ſrvourto other Na-' 
ions, "and a Stink; "which the Þ[ ord of 
haven and Earth will never be pleaſed 
ith; thongh you may cry..ord, Lord, 
1your deep Dittreſs, h= will not hear; 
fyou regard. Iniquity ( the Frayers of 
he wicked are abomination to the Lord ) 
ſpeak the Truth in the love of Got 
ato you, 1n. dealing plainly , accor- 
ling to his bleſſed Will: You thar 
ww, you are Chriftians, examine your 
tves':: will the name Chriftzam avail 
ot, if you'be out of the Chriffian- 
fe and Narare? What will it avall 
700 to retain a Name of being Chriſt's 
ollowers, and ifyou be found in oy 
may of the Seribts and Phariſees , 
mom he - was Crucified 2 What wo 
tavail you to talk of the Truth in the 
nward parts, that which-1s lovely 1n 
he fight of the Lord, if you be abs; 
M | a 
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176 *Wholſome advice. inteue_- 

i {pre of Deceit and F Ea in 
_ the Friendſhip of the World, reliſting 
the-Juſt, and he doth you no harm} 
What will it avail you to cry Lon 
Lord; and not , wait to know his 
Will and doit? Whar is it the nea 
for you to talk of God's great Loye 
to the World in the Son of his. Love, 
who invited all to him, who was and is 
meek and lowly, where the Reſt and 
Peace 1s in the joy of the Lord to 
Immortal Souls, it you be found 1 
froward, peeviſh, exalted, imaginary 
proud, ambirious ſpirits? What willit 
avail you to read and talk of the holy 
mens Lives and bleſſed Practices, 

you be found in the Life and Pradice 
of Cats, Nabal and Hamman # Thi 
Followers of Chris Jeſus , the Heaven 
man, they were and are to deny then 
ſelves, and take up a dayly Croſs to Cam: 
Nature, to Nabal's Nature, to Haman' 
Nature : The bleſſed and effec 
Croſs-that {layes the Enmity,and make 
a reconciliation. by the bleſſed Crol 
(the Power of the Lord and Saviour 


Chriitians being plung'd, dipped, ; 2a 
tize 
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ed, _ es under Chriſt , "the 
power and wiſdom of God : Andi if 
the: blefled Goſpel-order eſtabliſhed, 
and therein ſhining forth tothe Praiſe 
and Honour of God-; this will preach 
and reach to the Tarky and Tofidels 
the World,” and overcome them, and 
make them confels”,, That Chriſt Jeſus 
i 4 bleſſed Iobdev , and all that fol- 
I him are bleſied and happy forever 3 
and that there is no other way to true . 
Peace and Happineſs, but by following 
ChriSF's bleſſed example and great humi- 
liatien, by all that ever come to attain 


to his Rejurre#ion, he 1 Ll uſt lead them in . 
the way.” 
\S0, away with all your: I// as, 
Brazen, Iron, Golden Croſſes, 
with all your* Trumpery The very 
thereunto belonging, with Turk ſees 
all Images, and Religioris 92er #. 
which are turned into Trades 
and Merchandize, whereby ſpiritual 
wickedneſs and the Myſtery of Inj- 
Quity is upholden; away with 1t all, 
t ſtinks. Now the great Myſtery, 
Chrift in us the Hope of Glory, 1s be 
M2 E 


oine adv ein true 

ad a blefled Fountain to waſh in 

which makes clean the infide, and % 

and prepares for his glorious and eyer- 

laſting Kingdom the defire of all Na. 

tions ts come, and coming 3 blefled are 

all they that wait for him, andreceiye 

him, where there is neither 

Gol. 3.171. Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, 

by Scythian, Bond nor Free, by 
Chri# is all and all. 

And this Love of God to the World, 
in his Son Chriſt Jeſus , the Lord ot 
| Heaven and Earth , by his. univerſal 
Power and Wiſdom hath raiſed hou- 
ſands of Living Witnefles, who can- 
not deny him before men, knowing 
aſfuredly that the Canfe is the Lords, 
and he will plead it with all fleſh; and 
to all faithful and trae witneſſes , that 
continue to the end,they ſhall have aCrown 
Immortal Þ ife, the which Life and In- 
mortality is brought to Light through th 
Go)pel (praiſes be to his holy Nam 
forever) So its for True C hriStanity tht 
many who are call'd Quakers have ( 
deeply ſuffered to this day; and 
this true Self- -denyal and dayly Crol 

following 
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following our bleſſed Leader and-Com- 
mander Chriſt Jeſus ,* we have ſought 


the good of all mankind , teſtifying. . 


wainſt 1» fidelity and Corruption where- 
ever it appears. erg 


| Take but a view of this Nation, and' 


{ke what abundance of poor diſtreſſed 


Families are begging up and down, - 


and many are ready to periſh for want 
of Conveniencies 3 and do but vierv 
how others do ſwell m Pride and 
Luxury, and coyer themſelves over 
ith a Name of ChrifF:an ; whatever 
ſteem this may have 1n the (ight of 
fallen men , I am ſure it hath none 
with God, nor thoſe who are raiſed 
unto ſome degree of knowledge of his 
divine power and wiſdom, by which 
all things were created good in the 
beginning , and by which alone that 
waich 1s out of he muſt be put in- 
0 order again. 


The Lord God proſper his bleſſed work, 
of Reformation , which he hath 
_ in the Earth, ſaith my Soul, 
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— the Souls ++; all who are 
,. truly ſenſible of bo,  Righteoufne 


therein. 
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The 8th. day of the By one that did 
4th, Month, 167 3 Live ſeveral yeas 
| amon?li them, 


Stephen Smith, 


Faith ful Teſtimony 


SCRIPTURES, 


And iDangerous Eſtate chat they 
are in, who through their private 
Interpretations do add unto, and 


diminiſh from, the Holy Prophetics 
therein Contained : 


and Tendency oi Quds great Love,through 
the Moving of his Holy Spirit in Holy 


Mcn, in giving fort thoſe Bleſſed 
Teſtimonies plainly ſhewns 


Agd the Bleſſed Motion, Operation, Reveia- 


tion and Divine Inſpiration of Gods Ho= 
ly Spirit in its Blefled Works and Manifeſta- 
tion in tals day time (and ſeaſon Aﬀerted.) 


And an Exhortation unto allto Bow to the Light and 
Vanitc{tation of Gods Holy Spirit in them; leaſt the things 
which concern their Everlaſting Reft and Peace be hid 

from them. With ſome brief Inſtances of Wicked mo- 
tions, and their Efﬀets ; and Blefled motions, and 


$ their Effe&s, taken out of the Scriptures, 


—— mt EE—_ 


Revel, 23. 18. For I Teſtifle unto every man that heareth the words of 
the Propheſie of this Book:If any man ſhall add ante theſe things,God 
ſhall add unto him the Plagues that are written (in this Book, ) 


actomom. 
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Printed in the Year, 1679. 
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And do thereby make void. the End 
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Faithful Teſtimony 
b | Concerning the | 5 


SCRIPTURES 


( . Ome all Profeſſors of the holy 


_ , Scriptures tothe tryal, whe- 
ther there may not be great 
and high talking of, by thoſe who are 
real oppoſers' of the very end and ten- 
dency of that love and mercy of God 
which through the Scriptures 1s teſti- 
fied unto : Come to plain dealing, and 
weigh things ina true ballance; and 
t that which is light and vain, which 
$a lett that the Noble Seed cannot 
come forth : het that be caſt off, that 
tie Nobility of your Underſtandings 
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""TV8 .. atthful Teſtfmony 
may be boa. and cleared from dark. 
neſs.and error, that the things which 
- Concerns your everlaſting peace may 
be witneſted, before you go from 
hence and hall be ſeen no more. 
[The 2 Pet. I: 20, 21. Knowing this 
firſe, that. 10 Prophe. :y of the Scriptun 
is of any private interpretation. Fir 
” 7 ropnecy came not in old time U 
ill of man: But holy men of Gul 
G EC as Fey were moved by the Fo 
Ghoſt, Now mind, ſince the Pro- 
pheſies in Scripture is of no private 1n- 
terpretation ; let all who would not 
be ſupppoled to be of that number, 
who are giving their private Interpro 
tation of thoſe weighty. and high con: 
cerns, conſider what Spirit they ar 
led and ated by therein:. For as muct 
as thoſe weighty concerns cannot be 
underſtood, but by the univerſal love 
aad mercy of God in and through the 
manifeſtation of the Light of his hoiy 
Spirit, given to every man to prolit 
withall : Therefore all had need to 
aſider, whether they, feel. arid ute 
derſtand the mind: an will of God 
| | *_ throvgh 


U 
: 
n 
t 
: 


F oncering the Scprtres. rf; 
hrough the manifeſtation of his bleſſed 
Sririt, leading and guiding them into 


the knowledge of thoſe' Propheſies 


eforeſaid.: ' And if this love of God in 
the manifeſtation of his Spirit, be not 
taken heed unto, and received and 
uſed for that'end it is given; all they 
who negleCt-it can give no other In. 
terpretation of the Propheſies , but 
what they conceive 1n their private 
Conceptions, the whica 1s a danger- 
ous Eſtate 3 the Propheſies being deep 
things, wherein the great Salvation 
of the Lord unto mankind is ſignified 3 
and this goodneſs and mercy of the 
Lord 1s only revealed by his Spirit, as 
ſaid the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 2. 10. But God 
bath revealed them unto us by his SM; 
fr he ſearcheth all things , yea, the deep 
things of God. $0 its by taking heed 
unto the manifeſtation of the bleſſed 
gift of God (by which the. love and 
mercy of God were witneſled unto 
by the holy men. of Cod ) that the 
Scriptures of Truth come to be clearly 
underſtood : And this Spirit of God 
giving to man kind light and under- 

ſtanding 
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'186 A Faſthful Tefffmony 
ſtanding in the things of God 3 this al 
pure and holy in man, the which 
muſt be taken heed- unto by all tha 
comes to a clear underſtanding in 
thoſe weighty concerns of lite and 
peace under that penalty , leaſt they 
be hid from them : Therefore there 
1s aneceſlity even for all to take heed 
to that love of God in the bleſſed ope. 
ration and in{hining of his holy Spi- 
rit in them, as ſaith the holy Apoſtle, 
Rom. 1. 19. Becauſe that which may be 
known of God, is manifeſt in them, fur 
God hath ſhewed it nuto them. 
And therefore all that deny this 
univerſal love of God, the moving 
his holy Spirit, and do not take heed 
tee manifeſtation of it in themſelves; 
they are they who are the oppoſers of 
the love and mercy of God ſignified 
through the Scriptures: Sy 
And thus in the works of darkneſ,, 
being found oppoſers of the true in- 
tent and meaning of the will of God, 
through the bleſſed operation of his 
good Spirit ; how are people giving 
private Interpretations of the For 
ies 


- coticetning the Scriptures. 187. 
ein the Scriptures according to their 
ya private Imaginary conceivings, 
z(ding and diminiſhing to bring them 
o their corrupt minds and wills : In 
phich works of darkneſs they make 
vid the great love of God teſtified of 
by holy men throughout the Scrip- 
gres, and fo are without the reaP be- 
refit, which 1s: and may be received 
hrough Faith and Comfort of the 

oly Scriptures, by them who do tru- 

Iy take heed to the manifeſtation of 
God's holy Spirit in them, which con- 
nceth the World: of (in, and there- 
foreuniverſal ; and take that for a rule 
and guide to walk by out of darknels, 
and to guide and lead into all Truth. 

Ob it's the carnal mind which 

enmity againſt Gods, for it Rom. 8.7. 

1s not ſubje# to the. L,awof God, | 
either indee4 can be. It's that mind 
that would make void this love of 
God in the manifeſtation of his Spirit ' 
toevery man to profit with; as ſaith g 
tne Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 2. 14, But the na 
wal man receiveth not the things of the 
opirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs un- 
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188 - AFaſthfin Teſtimony 
to him; neither can he know them: ul 
cauſe they. are ſpiritually diſcern, 
Therefore it is of neceſlity for all tc 
take heed to the Revelation and \; 
nifeſtation of Gods holy Spirit inghen, 
if ever they come to a. true Rnoy, 
ledge of the love and mercy. of God 
teſtified unto in old time: And there. 
foreit's good for all to conſider wha 
ſtate they are in, - whether in a naty 
ral or ſpiritual, whether in a capacity 
to receive an underſtanding in the 
things of God teſtified of in the vecrip 
tures, or whether in a natural eſtate 
wreltin them to their own deſtrudi 

: In that ſtate what Falſe concep 
tions about the things of God arc 
brought forth, the which genders tt 
bondage and corruption. 

And in this Worldly wiſdom, what 
diverlity of Inventions do people get 
make and find out, to keep them 
' from the Crofs which Chriſt exhortel 
his followers to take up dayly and fol 
low him? Jhongh this may be ac 
counted as fooliſhneſs to them that 
periſh; yet as laid the Apoſtle, Bu 


® 11 


h 


ynto #9 that are ſaved, it's the paver of 
Cod. It was not the intent in the 
noving of God's holy Spirit (in holy 
men, n giving forth thoſe bleſſed . 
Teſtimonies of God's righteouſneſs and 
love therein unto the world) that 
ople in their carnal minds and. na- 
ural eſtates,ſhouid cover their un 
<uſteſs therein, and deck and trim 
themſelves therewith for ſome ſelfiſh 
advantage 3 the which are very pre- 
ſumptuous fins that have Zotten do-« 
(10100 1n the hearts of thoſe who do 
accout themſelves Leaders of the peo- 
pe: And mmdeed if the peSple did not 
love to have it fo, they wonld bow 
to the manifeſtation of God's love and 
ercy 1n them : But bcing contrary 
minded , then to yeild to the good 
ml and pleaſure of God in the mov- 
Ing of his good Spirit ; how greatly 
lo they provoke the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth in grieving and vexinz of 
lis holy Spurit? as faid the Prophet 
ſaiah in another Caſe, 63. io. Fut 
bey rebelled and vexed bis holy Spirit 3 
Pu Perefore he was turned to be their enemy, 
w ' 412% 


490. AFafthfin Teffimony 
and he fought againſt them : In thij 
ſtate it's a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the Living: I do therefore 
beſeech all - to be conſiderate in thi; 
weighty concern, wherein the Souls 
Immorta]are (o deeply concerned, and 
jetnot the day of God's Viſitatian in 
and by the ſtriving of his good Spirit 
paſs over your heads, leaſt you be 
left mourning and grieving without 
God in the World, and fo without 
any certain hope of all the Saints and 
SanAified in the Truth + And through 
the bleſled, operation and revelation 
of the holy Spirit of Truth, he is now 
the hope of all them , who are real 
denyers of that which hath a renden- 
cy of grieving and quenching his ho- 
ly Spirit; and in this is- Chriſti 
Dotrine obeyed, in deriying that 
- which is contrary to the will of God 
whoſe bleſſed will 1s the fatisfaftidno 
all, and for that end hath he given 
of his good Spirit unto alt , the which 
ought to be taken unto by all. 

The gain-faying of the ſtriving there: 
of, was the cauſe of the Woz1lds oy 
| tnrov 


1 Faithful Teffimony I91 
hrow of old; inthat they grieved his 
o00d Spirit, and therein provoked the 

ord of Glory, till in his hot diſplea- 
ure, he ſaid , h7s Spirit ſhould not al- 
wajes ſtrive with them ; Aud the cauſe 
tthe Scribes and Phariſees Crucifying 
the Lord of Glory by their wicked 
hands, was by their doing deſpite un- 
0 Gods holy Spirit, they being ſtiff 
ecked , did refift the moving and 
ſtriving of Gods holy Spirit, as their 
athers did before them, which brought 
hoſe ſad and miſcrable Calamities 
which may be read of ) upon them. 
\ndthat which was the cauſe of Ig. 
orance 1n Dayes, Ages and Gene- 
avons paſt 3 15 now the cauſe of great 
onorance in which the people living i in 
ror know not the Scriptures, nor the 
Dower of God ; and for want of the 

nowledge thereof, people do periſh, 
Thus plain and evident It is to all 
ho have the Eyes of their under- 
andings opened, that they who are 
rue owners of the Scriptures, their 
enle and knowledge thereof comes 
dy the moving of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
N _ who 
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129 A Faithtul Teſtimony 

who lighteth every man that con; 

into the world, unto which the try: 
Goſpel Miniſters turned people, ever 
- from darkneſs that was in them, untq 
the Light that was in them ; whict 
Light that ſhineth in Darkneſs, and the 
Darkneſs comprehendeth it not. | 
this principle of the Light of Godsh 
ly Spirit, which makes manifeſt thy 
Deeds] of Darkneſs, muſt all believe 
and obey, that come to find Life an 
Peace : And read John 1, 1. what | 
there ſaid concerning the word 0 
God, by which all things were mad 
the which the Devil is out of ; thoug! 
he may gct the words, and talk anc 
preach of the word : But being out 0 
the word.of God, he cannot prea 
that: Fe that can receive it, let hin 


for in him the word by which offi, 


things were made, is Life and ihe Li. 
is the Light of men: And for the mii 
{ning and breathing forth of th_® 
:.izht out of Darkneſs, muſt all-waff 
i131 the Self-denyal of all dark work 
_ taking up the Croſs dayly thereunto}” 


that Life and Immortality may Wl. 


5 brougl 


concerning the Scriptures. 193 
brought to Light through the Goſpel: 
And if this be hid: 1: 3s hid to them 
that are loſt, In whom the 
God of this World hath blinded ., Cox. $; 
the minds of them that be- 3,4. 
lieve not, leaſt the light of his 
glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
Image of God, ſhould ſhine upon them: 
And whilſt this love of God teſtified 
unto through the Scriptures, remains 
hid ; what true benefit can ſuch be 
ſuppoſed to have of the Scriptures, 
though they may be never ſuch high 
Talkers and Profeſſors thereof : Oh 
that people would conſider what they 
are doing, that they may not labour 
and travail all their days in vain, and 
lze down 1n ſorrow at laſt. 
| Come, be ſober, be 'wiſe you Pro- 
teſſors of the Scriptures, and remem- 
ber that 1t 1s witten: For we 
muſt all appear before the Judg- 2 Cor. 5. 
ment ſeat of Christ 3 that every 10. 
one may receive the things 
done in the body, whether they be good 
bad: What then will a bare Profei- 
ton of holy mens words and works 

LD wrought 
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'/ 194 A Faithful Teſffmony 
_ wrought without you, avail you? if | 
*you be found in uncleanneſs, in un- MI 
ſavoury words and works? What 
will it avail yon to have read what 
bleſſed and holy Lives the Saints and MI 
Servants of the moſt High God led and 
' Pollefled, if you be found in an un- 
ſavoury Life,” and in an unholy Con- 
verſation, in an unclean Poſlcfiton ? 
If ſo, will you not be found denyers r 
of the ſcope and tendency of Scrip- 
tures; where 1t is written, #0 be ſpi- 
 ritually minded,is | ife and Pee ;and 
all that poſes this are in a clean and 
holy poſſeſſion : The Scriptures faith, 
to be ſpiritually minded is Life and 


Peace : So to the bleſſed motions of f 
Gods holy Spirit you mult turn your £ 
minds, and eye its Jeadings: and gut F 
dings; this is the way the Saints and L 


Servants of the moſt high God were 
directed to, and guidedin, by the true 
Preachers of the everlaſting Goſpel: 
And therefore unto that of God whict 
he manifeſts and ſhews, you mult bring 
your hearts and minds, before you 
can know the law of the Spirit of Lite 
to 


+. 


© concerning the Scriptures. 195 Wt 
tolet you free fromthe law of fin and 
death : Oh conſider, will a talk of free- 
dom avai] one in Caprivity , whilſt he 
ſkesno way but that he muſt remain BW 1 
ſo all his Life time? Awake, awake Wal 
out of your Dream unto righteouſneſs, "FE 
and fin not, that you may know the WED i 
Lord and his way 3 the which is above Wt fe) 
mans ways, as the Heaven is above Went 1 þ 
the Earth : The Lord of Heaven and Ws 6 
Earth hath ordained a means and way | 4, BROM 
to everlaſting Peace and Happineſs, 2 He 
and the Scriptures teſtifie the ſame : ; {F800 
Even of Chriſts ſpiritual appearance, who ' 3, Ou 
is the Way, Truthand T ife; ſo to that " 
of God which is holy, mu$t every one come v! i: REN 
that is made holy; unto that which is j 
righteous, mn$t every one come -that is 
truly made righteous and meet for the Rs 
Kingdom of God, the which the unrigh= EL 
tes cannot inherit: Oh that people. _ 
would confjder their wayes wherein \'7 18 
of fey walk, and not goon in evi] wayes, ©, 1, RY 
n and ſatisfie themſelves with a talk what 3 
" ticy have heard of the righteous way, 1 Ra 
and live out of itz for the great love. / FRE 
'of God in his Heavenly gift to the 
| N 3 _ World, 
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ul Teſtimony. 
World, was and is, that people ſhould 
be led by it to that repentamee never t9 
be repented of, even to forſake that 
which 1s manifeſt to be wrong, falſe 
andevil, by the. faithful and true wit 
neſs the Spirit of Truth in every one: 
As it 1s written, Behold I 
 Tſaiahs5, have given him for a witneſs 
A to the people, a Leader and 
«' Commander tothe people * And 
it is alſo written, 1 Joh,5. 10.He that be- 

'  lieveth on the Son of God, hath the wit- 
zeſs in himſelſ:Bleſled are they whoare 
In the way of the knowledge of recon- 
ciliation unto this faithful and true 
witne(s,. and live up unto #t ; Ihis will Men: 
be to their Joy and comfort 1n that 
life and peace which is everlaſting : 
And to them that do not believe, 
he is a witneſs of their unbelief and Myj 
hard heartedneſs, to their ſhame and 
4 confuſion 3 as you may read, 
Malachi And I will come near to you 
3-5. FTJudement, and I will be «ſwiſtWe: 
_— witneſs again Jorcerers, and 
againſt the Adulterers, and againſt falſ 
Swearers,' and againſt thoſe that oppre 
pabade FN 


- concerning'the Scriptures. 197 0k 
tle Hireling in his Wages the Widow and {an 
th Fatherleſs, and that turn away the 
ranger from his right, and fear not me, 
ſuiththe Lord of Hoſts 3 read*Rom 8.16. 

Jh. 1.5. By this you may ſee how 
pentifully the Scriptures teſtifie of the 
Grit of Truth witneſs: And now 
ry in your ſelves, come to the exa- 
nination,if any be unclean in Thought 
or Action; 1s there not that within 
that ſhews it, and witneſſeth againſt 
It? If any be unmerciful this witneſs 
will witneſs againſt it, if any back-bite, 
or defraud, or murmur, or lye, or ſteal, 
or bear falſe witneſs , or contemn, the 
counſel of the" Lord , and proud and 
high minded in contemning his holy 
Law and Commandment ; this faith- 
ful and true witneſs will .ever be a 
yitneſs againſt all ſuch, and againſt 
a] that is bad, and hatha tendency of 
dfiling and corrupting any: And 
tterefore all they that deny this, ate 
real denyers of the love and mercy of 
God teſtified unto through the Scrip- 

ures: And further, conceraing this 

athful and true wirneſs Chriſt the 

| N 4 word 


4 
mY 
z7 


- 7968" - A Faithful Teifimony 


word of God; obſerve what the Scrip. 
ture ſaith, Rom 10. 6, 7. Say not in thy 
heart, who ſhall aſcend into Heaven ? 

_ (that is , *to bring Chriſt down from 
above; or who ſhall deſcend into the deep? 
(that is, to bring up C briſt again from 
the dead.) But what ſaith it © the word 
is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart ; that is the word of faith 
. which we preach - (Now mind) are not 
you oppolers of the love and mercy 0 
God, inthe moving of his holy Spirit 
in thoſe holy men which gave forth 
the Scripture; whilſt you remain 
gain-ſayers of that more ſure word, 
ſo nigh the heart and mouth 3 and in 
your exaltedneſs of Spirit in a fleſhly 
worldly wiſdom, being puft up above 
witat 1s wexltten 5 what a vain traval 
and labour they live in ? In imagining 
and creating to your (elves, a contrary 
way to what the Lord hath ordained 
to ſalvation : Come to the witnels il 
you, . and by _that (if you continue 
your ſubjeQtion-thereunto ) yourwil 
be ſenfble that it is the love of God 
unto 3Jou ; andin this love be «0 
nit 


.* 


ſwift deſtructon comes upon you. 


thereby : ou provoke the Lord , till 


And for your further Information, 


obſerve what the Sripture ſaith, 1 Joh. 


That was the true light which lighteth 
every 2an that comes into the World; 
us many as received him, to them gave 
be power to become the Sons of God The 


Scripture doth not ſay, as many as 
profeſs him , he gives power butit 


fath, as 22any as receive hint who light- 
eth every man that comes into the World, 
to them he gives power, &c. Indeed 


he is to be received in his ſpiritual 


appearance; and for that end. he 
ſtands at the door and knocks in gentle 
reproofs and convincement, whereby 
the hard heart muſt be broken, and 
{{t open unto him, and receive him, be- 
fore the remiſtion from evil be wit- 
nefled, and the great horrible clouds 
of darkneſs be expelled, and the vail 
over the -heart rent, and power re- 
ccived to overcome the wicked ones; 
a5 1t 1s written, Pehold I ſtand opt +4 

oor 
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| door, and knock - ; nv Mn 
Revel. 3. hear my voice, and open thy 
20 ' door, I will come into bim, 

and will Sup with bim , and 
he with me, This 1s a great tender g 
love and mercy; be they not very 
hard hearted, that ſaith unto him, de. 
part from us, we deſire not the knoy- 


ledgeof thy ways; theſe are they that 


_ oppoſe the Scriptures Teſtimony , aud 


ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven 
Mat.23. againſt mens for ye neither gy 
13. in your ſelves, neither ſuffer ye 
them that are entring to go in, 
This was the ſad and deplorable con- 
dition of thoſe high profeſſors of the 


Law and the Prophets, whom Chriſt 


pronounced dreadful wo againft: And 


all that are refiſting the Spirits Teſti- 


mony 1n themſelves, as they did, are 
m the ſame ſtate of Hypocriſie, andun- 
der the ſame ſentence of dreadful wo 
and miſery : Therefore I beſeech you 
to conſider what ſtateor condition you 
are in, and don't: go about to exalt 
your ſelves in wiſdom above what is 
Written, but take notice what ou 
ſai 
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1d, Luke 17-For behold the K; ingdon 0 
Pd is within you: Theſe are plain and 
mewords, a wiſer then he that ſpoke 
em never was, 'nor ever ſhall be: 
deed it's very great preſumption for 
ny to exalta wiſdom above his; and 
o ſet at naught his bleſſed counſel in 
ogreat and weighty a concern : And 
or further proof of the necellity of 
owing to that of God in you ; ob- 
eve alſo further what Chriſt (aid, 
But whoſoever drinketh of 

the water TI ſhall give him, Toh 4.14. 
hall never thirſt; but the 

rater that T ſhall give him, ſhall be in 
in a well of water ſpringing up into 
werlaſting life : See how plain and 
evident are the. Teſtimonies in Scrip- 
ture, unto that which 1s pure and holy 
of God within: It muſt needs alſo 
be as plain and evident, that thoſe who 
do oppoſe the way to the knowledge 
thereof, - are real oppoſers of that love 
and mercy of God teſtified unto by the 
moving of Gods holy ſpirit, as re- 
corded in the Scriptures : Indeed that 
$a yery ſad ſtate, and miſerable ya 


_ 202 A Faithful Teſffmony * 
be the end of them who live and dye 
In it: Therefore be admoniſhed te 
take heed to the Light of Chriſt with 
'in thee, which is a bleſſed leader, pro 
ved by many thouſands, who are | 
ving witneſſes of its bleſſed leading 
them that are led and guided by it 
out of that which would harm the 
and a blefſed Commander he 1s, wh 
gives power to them, that receive hin 
to keep his Commandments, the whicl 
areno way grievous; and 1n the do 
ing thereof, there 1s great peace, a 
faid David, Pal: I 19. 165. Great peat 
bave they that love thy law, and nothin 

ſhall offend them: The Lawi 1s pure 
holv and good, and to be 
7er. 31: taken heed unto in the heart 
33s Come, come to the pure ptin 

ciple of God within, or el... 

you can never know the Truth an 
its freedom, nor the will of God lien! 
fied through the Truth, under wha 

denomination ſoever ; the end ani 
tendency of Gods love thereby, being 
that all ſhould come to the knowledst 


of the Truth and be ſayed; to whid 
en 


- concerning the Scriptures. 203 
nd none can come, but as they take 
ed to the bleſjed* motions of Gods 
joly Spirit in them: Ceaſe therefore 
our vain labour and hard travai] un- 
&krthat (laviſh ſervitude , where the 
ince of the power of the Air ruleth 
hem who doth deſpite unto the Spirit 
f Truth 3 ana he blinds and darkens 
heminds of people, ſo that unto them 
je makes darkneſs ſeem as light , 'and 
ght ſeem as darkneſs; and fo he in- 
mts his Vaſlells and Slaves, to call 
ht darkneſs, and darkneſs 
iobt 3 evil be calls good, and Iſa. 5. 20, 
wd evil; and thus in and 
hrough his dark works he brings 
xople, and keeps them under wo 
nd miſery. Oh that people would 
car the Lord, and depart from evil, 
nd wait upon the Lord in the leadings 
and guidings of his good Spirit in 
hem, the vin draw them un- 
0 the knowledge of Chiſt in them, 
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be hope of Glory 5, even unto Chriſt, the 
bay, truth and life 5 the ſame yeſterday, 
day, and for ever ; the reſurrefion and 
the life, the firſt born of every "—_— 
WAOo 
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who ſaid , Search ( or ye ſearch) th 


Scriptures,* for in them ye thin 


Jebn 51 to have eternal life, and they ay 


+ they that teſtifie of me: And y 
will not come to me, that ye might hay 


life of me : Its very plain and eviden 


by what hath been ſaid , and may he 
ſaid 3 That except people come unto Chriſt 
the power and wiſdom of God to all thi 
believe , they cannot ſee life , but th 


wrath of God abide on them; and bein 


dead in treſpaſſes and fins, under con 
demmation, and the wages of ſin whit 
zs death : In. this ſtate, what eve 
high talk and profeſſion may be mad: 
from what may be read in the Scrip 
tures of Truth, of the Heavenly gift 


which is Life Eternal 3 this will bu 


add to their condemnation, who de 
put Chriſt at a diſtance far from them 
and will not receive him 1n his ſpin 


tual appearance; buggdo deſpite to it 


Spirit of Grace , it quenching alt 


_ © grieving the motions thereof: Sul 


prophane unprofitable talkers, are re: 


oppolers of the Spirits Teſtimony, the 
whjcl# teſtifies of Chriſt : Unto who 


Fl 


4 


Li 


ot EM 
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all muſt come, that do receive Eternal 
Life even unto his quickning Spirit, 
the Lord from Heaven; And wait to 
feel his power to raife out of the ways 

of death and deſtruGtion, and togran(- 
hte them by the bleſſed work of ree 
reneration and converſion, into the 
way of life and peace: This is the 
work of 'the Spirit; and not. of the _. 
Letter : For the Letter killeth, but the 
Fpirit giveth life. (Mind,) It is not 
the Letter and Teſtimony of the 
Law written, Which effeds this bleſſed 
york, in giving life; but that holy 
and bleſſed Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus 
which ſets free from ſin and death : 
The which Law of the Spirit, is tefti- 

fied of, and born witneſs unto, by the 
Letter and Teſtimony of the Law and 
Prophets, .and the Apoſtles and Dif- 
ciples of Chriſt Jeſus : Therefore I do 

n the moving of the Spirit of Truth, 
according tomy meaſure therein , ex- 
bort and perſwade all to take heed un- 

to the manifeſtation of Gods holy Spi- 
Iitin them, for the opening the eye 

f your underſtanding in thoſe weigh- 


ry 


= _ —_ , \ "Rp © 6 RY -4 PF oe 4 0.» dhe 44 4 " *2 g an rus "4 3 wy y 
: £ a. hy BY "$, L ; : nl > "4 * , x < © "7 Lg V , Beat pl i '# 
R oO: = 7 Ts *<z . . F ws s þ | ah. >> #2 $3] 
I 1 - - ' . 


206 A Faithfin! Teſfſmony ' 
ty concerns of everlaſting life, as teſh. 
$4 of through the Scriptures of 
Truth: And that the Scriptures may 
' Be ſet in their right. places, and the 
honGur which is due. unto the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, may be given 
unto him, who hath DOWErOvVEr all fleſh, 
and gives Eternal Life to all that are 
& freely giver up to him; and with 
whom he is well pleaſed, and doth ac- 
cept: As it is written, My ſheep hea 
7Yy voice, and 1 frow. then 
 Fobn 10. and they follow me; and] 
27,28 give _ them Fternal I iſe 
and they ſhall never periſh 
neither ſhall any man pluck them out 0 
| ny hand. Ob, be admoniſhed to leave 
off giving private Interpretations 
the Propheſies, the Scriptures ; anc 
bow to the univerſal love and merc 
of God in tke moving of his Spirit 0 
Truth, that thereby you may be la 
and ouided into all Truth. 
And for your ſakes, who dcſin 
that Truth and Rightcouneſ ma 
take place in the Earth again ; bo 
ygur clearer Information take not!oyls y 
| 


thful Teffimony ' 207 | 
tis writtenz He that committeth ſin 
rofthe Devil, for the Devil 
meth from the beginning 3 Joh, 3. 8- 
Irthis purpoſe the Son of God *+ © 
us manifeſted, that he might de$troy 
le works of the Devil. (Now ob- 
rrve) what a ſad condition they are 
1, who through unbelief arid hard 
artedneſs , in refiſting the ſpiritual 
ppearance of the quickening Spirit, 
he Lord from Heaven , in which 
orks of darkneſs, do draw ſuch a vail 
foros darkneſs over them, that they 
not ſo much as ſce to the begin- 
1? of that bleſſed work and redemp- 
bn from under the enemies power of 
akneſs in fin and corruptien: The - 
hich bleſſed works of redemption, 
3, is, and 1s to be wrought by the 
mifeſtation of Gods great love to 
ſorld in his Son; but people being 
rkened, and their niinds and un- 
ſtandings blinded , through the 
0d of this World ; they do in this 
Wark and (ad condition, plead and 
[0Wntend for ſin, the which is the De- 
1088s work, the which through dark- 
| .O tieſs 
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neſs, Say Ka oh __ continue fo 
term of Life : Now mind, he that 
committeth fin 1s. of: the Devil: anc 
therefore this. Doctrine of pleacing far 
fin,muſt alſo be of the Devil, fin being 
the Devils work; thoſe wor ks of plead 
Ing for fin muſt allo be the Devils. 
And thus through groſs darkneſ; 
and great.and horrid Ignorance, are 
the works of the Devi), the grand ad 
verlary and enemy of Souls, exaked 
above the bleſſed works of Chrilt Je 
ſus, who was and 1s manifelt to. de 
ſtroy. the Devils works 5 Even the Su 
of Gods love Chriſt, the ſame yeſterds 
to day, ani for ever « And theſe work 
of God, in and through the maniteſta 
tion of the Son tis love unroeall man 
| kind, are in every degree rightcous 
perfett, holy and pure forever ; anc 
herein 1s his power, dominion anc 
glory ſeen, felt and clearly underitoo 
by them who are his workmanihip 
ereated again unto good works, tit 
which he hath ordained and appointe 
for mankind to live and walk in. And 


by, and through them 1s his po3 oh 
| 0 
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dominion and” glory confeſſed unto, 
and'ſet above all, and over all the ene- 
mes works, and' power of darknels, ag 
jt was-1N the Primitive time, by. them 
in whom- the Spirit of the Lord had 
place to live and moye in ; and-in the 
blefled mott>os thereof were thoſe 
blefled Teſtimonies in Scripture given 
forth, wherein 1s fſhewed his great love. 
tothe World, in the manifcltation of 
his power and wiſdom in fleſh, to de- 
troy the Devils works : And by the 
fame bleſſed Goſpel , through which 
the righteouſneſs of God was then 
revealed by the preaching of ghe 
ſame Goſpel; 1s now the righteou(- 
nels of God revealed, and confefled 
too by them who are raiſed by the 
ſam: power to be the living witneſſes 
hereof: And to that ſame power and 
wiſdom, by which the Devils works 
are deſtroy ed, and deſtroying in theie 
laſt dayes, is Confeſlion made by them 
Wio are raiſed in ſome meaſure unto 
tie knowledge theteo!3nd by the ſame 
power and wiſdom 1s Teſtimony given 
againlt the Spirit of Antichriſt, the 
O 2 which 
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which came in, in the Apoſtles dayes; 
Having a form of godlineſs, 
2 Tim, 3- but denying the power thereof, 
5, as ſaid the Apoſtle, from: ſuch 
ſuch turn away. Now take 
notice, that it was by this Spirit of 
Antichriſt, That the falſe Teachers 
were ſet up and maintained, 

-2 Pet.2. by whom the damnable Hereſies 
came in, in denying the Lord 
that bonght them, by whoſe pernicious 
wayes, the way of Truth hath been, and 
zs evil ſpoken of : In all the Congrega- 
tions and Affembles of unbelievers, 
Where the beaſt with his many Heads 
and Horns, doth exerciſe his power 
and Antichriſts Spirit, !s head Leader 
and Commander : There this dam- 
nable Hereite 1s maintained , that no 
more of the Revelation of Gods holy 
Spitit, is to be known now adayes, 
ſay they Revelations are ceaſed; and 
they look upon it to be preſumption, 
and of a dangerous conſequence for 
any to ſpear ar teſtifie of what the 
Spirit of the Lord reveals and makes 
known now adayes, or for any t0 


EX* 


expect new Revelations now adayes: 
0h damnable Herefie, what people 
that have but the leaſt glimmering of . 
the things of God, would give away 
their reaſon and underſtanding there- 
in, and maintain ſuch falſe Preachers, 
by whom theſe damnable Herefies ts DT 
maintained ; this 1s the work of a ſubtil (4-00 00 
enemy,unto whom people being joyn- {RY 
ed, do betray the light and under- 69 kn 
ſanding, the which in ſome degree or wth 
neaſure at ſome time or ſeaſon,through 
the ſtriving of Gods holy Spirit, they _ *' kl 
have or may be inlightned withall in (FEAR 
the things that concern their everlaſt- © _ T4} 
ing peace and well-being in that world |} 
which is without end: For as much ag * 11: [I-88 
the good Spirit reaches to all that they '\ BEAT 
may profit in their perverting their 3. "LRaban 
underſtanding therein, and not profit=  * {177 
ng thereþy, will be no good anſwer + 308 
the day of account, when the faith- Es. 
fuland true witneſs will riſe up againſt 4 RTE 
them, teſtifying unto what they have Whit. 
bad; and how they have betrayed it: 
ta Talent or Talents are hid in the 
Earth , the Earth then ſhall not be 
"M2 ne 
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able to conceal. it; but the. hidden 
things.muſt be brought to-light, and 
every one will be rewarded according 
tothe Deeds done in the body, whe- 
ther they be good or evil. Tt wall be 
a ſhame to ſay then,my fins and iniqui. 
tics were not manifeſt unto me by the 
Spirit of Truth ; and ſo-think to hide 
them and cover them with lying ex- 
cuſes; ſaying, it was a natural Light, 
or as ſome have called it, a Devil: 
Thus mankind, being darkened by the 
enemy, the man of ſin ; He 
2 Theſ»s, zow exalts himſelf ie all 
3;4  thatjs called Gods, and fits 
Ef and judges the motions of 
Gods holy Spirit to be deluſions, or in; 
ſafticient to lead and guideont of evil ; 
accounting thatReligion good enough, 
that can talk of .what is recorded i 
Scripture 3 how the Primitive Chri 
{ſtians were moved and acted by Gods 
holy Spirit : But ſaith this man of (in 
to -expect new Revelations now a 
dayes, this1s dangerous z Revelations 
are ceaſed, the operation of Gods Sp! 
rit isnot to be known now adayes 
anc 


jodthus.the n man > fin Ow a = 
ypon all -his yaſfals and ſubjeQs, that 

they dare not own the Spirit of Truth, 
5 manifeſted 1n them; to lead and ouide 
them into all Truth; though Chriſt 
Jeſus did-bear witneſs -toit , and did 
ommend it 'unto the world: Ever 

that Spirit. of Truth which reproves the 

World of fin, &c. But the man of fin 
teaches his Subjz&s to deny the ſuffi- 
ciency thereof, and fears them, and 
keeps them in ſich. ſubjection 3 that 
they muſt not ſo much as confeſs" to 
the ſufhiciency thereof; Now believe 
in it, faith the man of ſin, 'the Scrip» 
tare 1s-the only rule of life; and 
thisbeliet- tie keeps them who are on- 
lyprofetTors thereof, under his ſtrong 
aluſtons'1n many Sefts and Opinions, 
wrangling and ſcoiding about their 
coverings; one Sect of Profeſſors, of 
what holy Lives and bleſſed Conver- 
ations the Saints and Servants: of the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth lived by 
the guidance of his holy Spirit in the 
Primitive time : This Sect cryes, my - 
dreſs, my covering is the faireſt and beſt; 
O 4 anoe 
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' another Se cryes- down that dr 
and covering, and ſets up another dre 


g Te. 30.1. Children,ſaith the Lord thy 


and that cover, with a covering, but not of 


'as Jade in his Epiſtle ſaid of them who 
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- may be as truly ſaid of theſe: Theſe be 
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and covering ; and|what abyndance gf 
thele Sefts there be,let the wiſe Judge, 
who live under the wo and miſery:azis 

written : Wo to the rebellinMl 


take counſel, but not of me; ti 


my Spirit, that they may add ſin to in: 
[i i Feterſaid of the falſe 7k 
| Having eyes full of Adultery, 

2 Pet 2.14 and that cannot ceaſe from 
* ſin,beguiling unſtable Souls; 

an heart they have exerciſed with covet- 


ogs PraGices , curſed Children: And 


was then departed from the Faith and 
bleſſed works of the holy Spirit ; ſoit 


they who ſeperate themſelves, ſenſual,hav- 
ing not the Spirit: But thele ſpeak evil 
of thoſe things which chey know not, 
but what they know naturally as 
bruit beaſts: And being thus corrup- 
tedand exalted, live above the pure ſte 


| tearof the Lord; they in this exalted- Wb 


nels 


gc pervert and wreſt the Scriptures, 
to bend them to their corrupt wills 
and imaginations:They do in the dark 
works of the man of fin, give gheir 
private Interpretations of the Pro- 
phefies in Scripture, and in a myſtery 
of iniquity, they ſpeak evil of the mo- 
tions of Gods holy ſpiritz in which 
bleſſed motions, thoſe bleſſed Pro- 
pheſies were given forth z and cannet 
be underſtood , but by the bleſfed 
operation and moving of the ſame 
bleſſed ſpirit 3 but the moving of this 
bleſſed ſpirit, being mocked at by 
Hagar's brood, that Birth after. the 
fleſh, which gendereth to bondage ; 
this brood in their ſeveral SeCts, do ex- 
alt the myſtery of iniquity, and ſpiri- 


—_ — 
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under this myſtery concluſions are 
made, that Chriſt who ſuffered by 
wicked hands, hath done all for them ; 
and that their fins are forgiven, in what 
he did and ſuffered without them; 
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to this purpoſe, they look upon to 


22 6 


(in 


Ante, - 215. . 


tual wickedneſs in high places ; and 


and their Confeſſions and Profeffions 


be ſourtd and good Religion, though 
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finand1 niquity Ck live in, "a q 
'for it for term of Life : But letall the 
wiſe in heart, who have not ſo farhe 
trayed their reaſon. and underſtand 
inn the things of God , but that 
ſome little glimmering and deſecrning 
they have thereof: Conſiderand judge, 
whether the man of fin be inot the 
Author of that Religion 3 and whe 
ther ſuch dark works have not a ten- 
dancy of overthrowing the true pur 
poie and. intent of all the. holy mehs 
Teſtimonies, given forth by the moy 
ing of Gods holy ſpirit, as recorded 
in the Scriptures : : Much might be 
written concerning -theſe workers in 
the works of darkneſs ; but-I give but 
ſome brief hints thereof, and leave the 
wile in heart to Judge. 

And I do ask this queſtion; whe 
ther in caſe the Motions, Operations 
Revelations and Inſpirations of Gods 
holy ſpirit of Truth , have not the 
leading and guiding of peoples hearts 
and minds 1n their converſations and 
all their ways and works, where th 
is denyed? Whether then doth noti 

"yy 


roening-the Scriptures. 917 
bicof en error and falſhood, deceit and 
ypocrifie leadinſtead thereof? 


he the end of all thoſe who do perſift 


chriſtian (ſpirit, to oppoſe the great 


heGon of his love, who both was,.and 
manifeſt to deſtroy the Devils works : 
And in this glorious manifeſtation of 
Gods ſpirit of grace, light, power: and 
mſdom, is the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth at work this time and ſeaſon, to 
0 create again and redeem mankind out 
M of the fall, death and curſe ; and -is 
"S pouring-out of his bleſſed ſpirit upon 
VE allflcſh, as was Propheſicd © of through 
the movingof Gods holy-ſpirit in -old 
ime by the Prophet Joel 2.28. And 
it hull come to paſs S ſs afterward , that T 
will pour out my:ſpirit upon all fleſh; and 
jour Sons and your Daughters ſhall Tro- 


your yourrg men ſhall ſee Viſtons 3 
alſo: 4por2 the ends, and upon 4's 
TY Fandezaids 31 thoſe dayes, will T pour 


OY ot wy Spirit, Now Hagars brood 
q | ' do 


Indeed miſery., and miſerable will | 
nd g0-0N under the cover of ths An- 


bye of God in the manifeſtation of 


phefie, your old men fhell dream hoes ; 
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| do objeQt; and fay, that this was fil: 
filledin the primitive Chriſtians day, 
| but now itis ceaſed, ec. 

Anſwer, That the ſpirit of the Lord 
was poured out upon the primitiveſiſſi 
Chriſtians, who believed and waited 

- - In the manifeſtation thereof, that iz 
evident to all who read what bleſſed 
Lives they lived, and holy examples 
they were, in' their day. and genera: 
tion-: And they were built upon the 
foundation of the holy Prophets andW! 
Apoſtles; and this was the ſpirit off 
Chriſt, as you. may read 1 Pex.1.10,11." 
The Spirit of Chriſt which was in then 
did fignifie, when it tefbified before-hand 
the ſuſſering of Chriit, and the glory that* 
ſhould follow: It was by the moving 
of the ſpirit of Chriſt in the Prophets 
, Tho propheſied of the grace that 
ſhould come : This ſpirit of Chriſtin 
. them, was their foundation on which 
they built, and from whence they had 
thoſe bleſſed Revelations and Viſion 
of that great ſalvation, the which 
through the pouring out of the ſame 
bleſſed ſpirit of Chriſt upon all 
 ſhou 
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jould come: And thoſe who deny- 
4 themſelves, and took up the Croſs 
d followed Chriſts bleſſed example, 
yen 1n his great humiliation and pa- 
ence, they were witneſles of the ful- 
iling of thoſe bleſſed Prophefies : And 
x Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Ro-. 
ans , faith plainly: Now if 
ny man have not the Spirit of Rom. 8. 
iſt, he 3s none of his: (Let 
| take notice) that 1t is alone by the. 
pirit of Chriſt that any can be truly 
ad to be followers of Chriſt, and (o 
Ive Chriſtians, as being baptized by 
is one ſpirit into one body ( out of 
be many Sets.) And all them who 
ere poſſcfiers and injoyers of Chriſts 
pirit : In them was fulfilled the Pro- 
teſy ſo far, as they were partakers 
the ſpirit thereof, - s 
ut unto-What a degree of groſs 
akneſs are people plunged into, 
aoF"ough a great night of Apoſtaſie 5 
neſſ8iere concluſions are made, that the 
h[@pcration, Revelation and Infſpirati- 
ne © this Spirit of Chriſtis ceaſed now 
of 2Ys They may as well ſay, Chriſt 
1d hath 
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| hath now adays-no- followers, there 
fore- none are true: Chriſtians; the 
many Setts and Opimons have gotte 
varieties of Baptiſms, but all out of the 
Spirit of Chriſt: That 1s cealt (the 
ſay). now adays , the operation and 
work thereof was fulfi]l'd-in the pri 
mitive dayes. Now every one tohi 
private Interpretations, and: build 
ſome Babel; the Nations are now be 
come as waters, and'i the Whore wit 
her Golden Cup of Sorceries rids ove! 
all ; and.the Nations have drunk 06 
her Cupot Fornications, and are made 
ſo-drunk therewith; that they ſee nc 
need of the Revelation of Chriſt's Spi 
ritnow adays : Their Mother Myſtery 
Bubylon the Mother of Karlots, ſl 
. inftreacts 'her brood of Children te 
kandle fires of Confeſhon and Profe 
fron, without true Faith and Obe 
dience of what blefled Teſtimome 
are-left upon record, and to warm then 
ſelves by the {parks of their fire ; and 
to cover themſelves with the Harlot 
Attire, even their own ſelf-righteou 
nels, in teigned Faiths, and fcignec 
Hum 


" concebning;the Scriptures. * 221. 
Humilities, in- feigned Worſhips, and. 
kigned Beliefs 3. thaving denyed the 
ſaftkciency of the Arm and Power of 
God now adays, and the SanGiificati- 
on, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Re- 
iemption of Chriſt Jeſus now adaysz 
contenting themſelves with Profeſ- 
fon, and Confetſion of Chriſt Jeſus, 
that he was made Righteouſneſs, Wiſ- 
dom. and SanEification, and Redemp- 
tion, to them taat believed in the 
Primitive. time, by the pouring out 
f his bleſled Spirit; then the Arm 
of the Lord was revealed, and the 
power of the Lord did redeem people 
from under the enemies power, and 
the Faith of Gods Elect was then very 
precious: Andthe power of Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who. hath power over all fleſh, 
that then was the higher power, and 
people did then bow under it, and con- 
leſſed him before men ; then indeed 
Uhriſts Doctrine and Commands taught 
nd received, and his precious blood 
confeſſed unto by them that were 
nitneſſes thereunto, who through the 
neF'crtue and ſufficiency wereredeemed 
ml — from 


from under the man of fin's power, 
and ſo cleanſed from the filthy Gar-' 
ments of (in: Then indeed the Lord 
had a people, the which were his pur- 
chaſed poſſeſſion, being ſanfified 
throughout in Soul, Body and Spirit, 
by the pouring out and renewing of 
Chriſts holy Spirit - They were not 
th-ir own,being purchaſed and bought 
with a price 3 they all confeſſed unto 
_ the Lord that had bought them, and 
all the true Preachers of righteouſs. 
neſs, they preacht up then the ſuffi- 
ciency of the Blood ofthe Lamb, and 
the uncorruptable word of life, and 


. * . Jaboured and travelled for the form- 


ifg of Chriſt in the Believers, that they i 
- might preſent them perfe& in Chrilt 


Jeſus : All this ſaith the Seed of the Wit! 


bond-woman, where Miſtery Babylor 
hath her brood 3 we cannot deny but 
that the ſtate and condition of thei 
Primitive Chriſtians were as aforeſaid: 
But they may ſay, if they will ſpeak 
the Truth, our Mother Miſtery Baby-W! 
loz hath taught us another Leſſon now 


adays: Alas, for you our fore-Fathers 
Dem 
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Das ahd the Anitichriſtian Spirit, 
that Jed 'aburidance fram among the 
te Chriſtians; many in the Antichri- 
ſkin Spirit went out and imbraced this®* 
World, and in the Wiſdom thereof; 
the bd of the World blinded our 
our Fore-fathers-Minds, and then the 
Goſpel was hid , and in the Apoſtacy 
je grew, being inwardly ravened 
Won the Spirit of Chriſt, we loſt the 
| Wenſe of the ſufficiency of the power 
. Whereof : Then the Spirit of Antichriſt 
hat led and became head, and the 
kaſt, and Falſe Prophet, with many 
{ads and Horns, ſome like a Lamb, 
wing received power from the Dra- 
on, became in time ſuch a great head 
id mountain, that they made Wat 
ith the true Woman and'her Seed, 
dcaſt out floods of ungodlineſs a- 
anſt that Birth and Seed that was 
nceived by the free Woman; and 
Much a degree the Beaſt prevailed, 
at he proclaimed open War; ſay- 
Þ, whois able to make War with 
& Beaſt : Thus the Seed of the bond. 
oman ,- who are concetved and 
P brought 
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- brought forth out of the Womb, f 
Miſtery Babylon, may truly ſay ; thi 
Arm of fleſh is now accounted for the 
cigher power, and we teach for 
Dodtrine the Commands of Men ; out 
Mother hath trained us up, and zaugh 
us to. deny the power.of the Lord te 
be the higher power, and to deny the 
infallible teachings of the, Grace offf: 
Gods Spirit; and to deny the Opeſſ! 
ration and Revelation, and InſpirationÞ® 
of Gods holy Spirit now a dayes, anc 1 
to ſay that is ceaſed now adayes k 
And-now we can live bravely in thi 
Luſts of our own.eyes, and in the Lul 
of our.own fleſh, and in the Pride 
| Life, under many Fair Coverings thi 
our Mother hath made us; having 
caſt 6ff Chriſts Yoak, we are now 
liberty in the fleſh to uſe our Tongud® 
in our own wills and pleaſures; thif® 
Beaſt and falſe Prophet hath purchak L 
this liberty for us, and our Mether (iff 
as Queen, and ſaith, we ſhall ſe nÞſ.4 
ſorrow: It is ſervice good enoug* 
now adayes to be high talkers of tl 
holy ENS words and works, and 
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ft them up for Teachers who have 
an Axt and ſubrilty to pleaſe men beſt 
with their good Words and - fair 
Speeches. As -for the univerſal Spirit 
and pqwer of the Lord Jeſus and;;his 
blelled Office to. fit and prepare foc 


Miltery Babylon hath taught us to de- 
py the ſufficiency thereof ; and-to:{&t 
up Univerlitties .and Schools t9-:make 
Miniſters by, andlet them be as grace- 
ks as they will, ſo they be Witty: and 

Learned,and can talk Learnedly of the 
Wood words and Teſtimonies that pro- 
&eded from the moving of GadsSpirit 
MWirough Fiſher-men, Shepheards:atid 
erds-men, and the like : If they can by 
ter: Hoods of Eloquence and high 
gui own DoCrines and Speechgs ,, under 
? Air ſhews of Confetlion and Profeſſion 
 aF{ome things that have beenndone,and 
or (8! {ome things that ſhould be "done, 
-c = jetleave all undone 3 and ſtop the 
ou”) motions of. the Spirit - of 'Frarh, 
of of 2nd im which .alone every thing 
and WP" is good is done, \and without it 
We can do nothing that's good: and ac- 
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the bleſſed Miniſtery : Our Mother 
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\ brought forth out of the Womb, of 
Miſtery Babylon, may truly ſay ; the 
Arm of fleſh is now accounted for the 
#$1gher power, and we teach fo 
Doctrine the Commands of Men ; our 
Mother hath trained us up, and gaught 
us to deny the power.of the Lord tc 
be the higher power, and to deny the 
intallibie teachings of the, Grace © 
Gods Spirit; and to deny the Ope 
ration and Revelation, and Inſpiratior 
of Gods holy Spirit now a dayes, an 
to ſay. that 1s ceaſed now adayes 
And-now we can live bravely in thi 
Luſts of our own eyes, and in the Lufs 
of our.own fleſh, and in the Pride off 
Life, under many Fair Coverings tha 
our Mother hath made us; having 
caſt 6ff Chriſts Yoak, we are now * 
_ hhberty in the fleſh to uſe our Tongiugt® 
in our own wills and Pleaſures; ti 
Beaſt and falſe Prophet hath purchaſqſ*! 
this liberty for us, and our Mother if" 
as Queen, and faith, we ſhall ſee 1 nd 
ſorrow: It is fervice good enougi* 
now adayes to be high talkers of tl 


holy mens words and works, and 4 ; 


- - concerning the Scrfptures. 225 
ſet them up for Teachers who have 
an Axt and fubrilty to pleaſe men beſt 
with their good Words and - fair 
Speeches. As for the univerſal Spirit 
and pqwer of the Lord Jeſus :and;;his 
blefled Office to fit and prepare foc 
the bleſſed Miniſtery - Our Mother. 
Miltery Babylon hath taught us to de- 
ry the ſufficiency thereof ; and-to:{&t 
up Univeritties .and Schools to- make 
Mnilters by, andlet them be as grace- 

MES as they will, ſo they be Witty: and 
l8Lcarned,and can talk Learnedlyof the 
800d words and Teſtimonies that pro- 
. ex<ded from the moving of GadsSpirit 
hÞurough Fiſher-men, Shepheards:arid 
jin$*1ds-men, and the like : If they can by 
7 War: foods of Eloquence and high 


gue 


own DoCtrines and Speechgs ,, under 
"Airſhews of Confeflion and Profeſſion 
(ff ome things thathave been done,ard 
-r (8! {ome things that ſhould be done, 
-c pd yetleave all undone ; and ſtop the 
ou”) motions of the Spirit - of 'Trath, 
ne |) and m . which .alone every thing 
nd WP" 1s good is done, and without it 

W- can donothing that's good: and ac- 

&: :-Þ-2  ceptable . 
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. -226 A Faithful Teſffmony 
 ceptable and well pleaſing to God, 
We'the Children of Miſtery Babylon, 
may ſay,if our Preachers and Teachers 
do (o well apply themſelves to Leam- 
ing, and get ſach curious Azts and 
Eloquence, as. to ſtop the motions 0 
the Spirit of Truth, now adays they 
do our Mothers work well, and de-M; 
 ferves good Incouragement (ſome lonel;; 
- Coats, (ome ſhort Coats) ſome Shop 
keepers,and Trades; (a vaſt Revene 
by the year) ſome more,ſome leſs, ac 
cording as we and our Merchants can; 
agree : And for this Trade and Mer; 
chandize, we are beholding to th; 
Beaſtand falſe Prophet, who hath pu 
chaſed this liberty for us, to denyth 
Revelation, Operation and Divine lr 
ſpirationgf the Spirit of Truth noi 
adayes: And (© to give our privaiiſs; 
Interpretations of the holy Prophelify; 
in Scripture, . and to rake vol 
the very end and tendency of tilifh..: 
moving of Gods holy Spirit thron 
holy men, 1n giving forth the ſame. WW: 
* Thus you may ſee the Fruit of yolſ!, 
Doctrine, you Seed of the bond VII 
_ ma 


ihed and coined, 
up v7 4 ur Mother Mittery Zabyloz, 
MA Womb all the Treachery in 
Crue! Butchery hath been conceived 
1d brought forth; who have been fo 
drunk with the Whores Cup of Sorce- 
fies, that you have not ſpared'to drink 
the Blood of the holy Prophets, Apo- 
ſMesand Saints,andMartyrs of the living 
God;and this is,and hath been the fruits 
and effets of the motions of your own 
proud, arrogant, exalted ſpirns, where- 
by you have diſdained and mocked 
the very appearance of Gods holy Sp1- 
fit of Truth, and the Light thereof: 
ou have contemned and ſpoke (hght- 
and evil of, and all this have you 
Ga under a Miſtery 3 wherein, in 
our drunken fits ,* you have killed 
atd ſpoiled the Servants of the living 
bod, and then wip't, your Mouths 
ike Sheep-biting Dogs; and made the 
orld* believe that Worſhipped the 
eaſt, that you had done ſome ſervice 
fir the Lord: You are. the G Generati- 
on whom Chriſt ſpoke of, Mat- 23. 33. 
þ Serpents , S. generation. of Viperg, 
PF. 3 
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» 223- AFaſthlulTeftimony. 
how ca ye eſcape the dammationgf Hell? 

_ Full up your meaſure , that upon you 
may came all the righteous blood ſhed 
upon the Earth, 

For of a Truth,, the good Husband. 
man, the Lard of Heaven and Earth, 
hath all this while reſerved a Seed, as 

_ 1t is written 5 Ard as Efaiag 

| Rom. 9. ſaid before , except the Tonk 
29. of Sabbath had left us a Seed, 
we had been as Sodoma, 

and been made like unto Gomorrha : 
And in this is the Lord repleniſhing 
the Earth and making of 1t fruitful in 
vertue, in life, in praiſes to his holy 
name, even by the ſame ſpirit of Truth 

_ that movedin the holy men of God, 
that gave forth thoſe holy Prophelics 
and bleſſed Teſtimonies in the Scrip- 
tures of Traih: And this 1s the time and 
ſeaſon wherein.the Lord is pouring out 
his ſpirit, even the ſame ſpirit as he 
did pour out upon his Sons and Daugh: 
ters inthe Primitive time : And its byli, 
the Operation, Revelation and Divine; 
Inſpiration of the ſame ſpirit of Chrilt 
Jgſus, in and by which th Holy Pro- 
? pheſies 


'  concetning the Serf 
pheſies and Teſtimonies in the Scrip- 
ture comes to be underſtood : Andin 
this ſpirit the Lord hath, and is ordain- | 
ng Miniſters that they may go, and 
bring forth fruit, and that their fruit 
my remaio: And by the power and 
ficaſic thereof,are thouſands of living 
mitnefles raiſed now 1n theſe dayes, 
mto whom the goodneſs, mercy and 
bymg kindneſs of the Lord is reveal- 
ed, even by the Operation , Divine 
Inſpiration and bleſſed effects of the 
ame ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus, which the 
holy men of God were witneſles of in 
the Primitive dayes : And in and by 
this ſpirit of power and wiſdom, 1s the 
Lord made Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, 
anctiftcation and Redemption unto 
lis people who are believers this day, 
$he was in the Primitive days unto 
tis people who did believe in him : 
ind by the power and effeQual works . 
if this ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus in theſe 
ays, time and ſeaſon ; The 
Ilind receive their Sight, and My, x1. 
be Lame  - Lepers 56,. 
re Cleanſed , and the Deaf .. 
P 4 Heme 
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Eear, the Dead areraiſed up, and thy 
Poor have the Goſpel Preached to them: 
And bleſſed i is be whoſoever ſhall not be 
offended in me + This ſpirit of Chriſt 
Jeſus was the Foundation of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, on which the true 
' Believers (which were the Church of 
Chriſt) was built; and its on this 
Foundation that the true Believers 
(which 1s the Body of Chriſt ) which 
1s his Churchis built this day,time and 
ſeaſon, where Chriſt is Head, Leader, 
Law-giver and Commander ; and by 
his ſpirit 1s the bleſled Worlhip ſet up 
now in the Church of Chriſt, the 
which Chriſt ſet up in oppoſition to all 
falſe Worſhips in the Primitive time; 
| as you may read : But the hour cometh, 
when the true Worſhipers ſhall 
| Joby 4+ Worſhip the Father in Spirit 
23z:4: and in Trath:, for the Father 
ſeeketh ſuch to Worſhip him : 
Cod is a Spirit, and they that Worſhip 
him, muſt Worſhip Dim in Spirit and in 
Truth. Therefore Yours 1s the falſe 
Worſhip now, where the Revelation, 
Operation and Dithe Inf 
GET, | tals 


this bleſſed ſpirit of Truth is denyed 
now. adays:. Your Worſhip is fal(e; 
imaginary and conceited ; for none 
can truly ca} Jeſus Lord, but by the 
ading and guiding of the ſame holy 
ſpirit of Truth; and all that makes 
mention of his holy Name, let them 
depart from Iniquity: And all you 
who do not; but do continue in the 
Miſtery thereof, in ſubjecion to the. 
man of (m; your Prayers are the 
Prayers of the wicked, rhe which is 
zbomination to the Lord « And your 
parcht up Sermons , the which you 
Study and Frame up in your Brain 
from the works of others: They are all 
alike abomination.z and how coſtly 
theſe works ef abomination are, let the 
Wiſein Heart judge: Andin all where 
this bleſſed ſpirit of Truth is rejected 
and {toped in its motions,and fo griev- 
ed and quenched, and another ſpirit 
leads 3 all their labour and travel is 
vain, and your Conſultations are vain, 
and whatſoever you form up, be it 
an Inſtrument never (o cunningly and 
wiſely wrought in the deepeſt of 
| your 
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| © Faſthful Teſtimony 
your Skill and Councel, in the higheſ 
degree of the Worlds Wifdom to op- 
pole the out-goings of this bleſſed Spj. 
rit of Chriſt Jeſus ; it ſhall never pro- 
ſper, neither ſhall the Contrivers ever 
proſper in their works: Look back 20 
or 30 years paſt, where great under- 
takings have been,Ceven if it had been 
pollible )to have ruined and ſpoiled all 
- thoſe who gave Teſtimony to. this 
Spirit of Truth : And ſee what ſad ef- 
fects thoſe works of Oppoſition have ſl 
produced;* what hath your turning of 
things uplide down availed you ? Alas 
for you, your worth is the produd of 
ruine and miſery; that which you in- 
tend to your peaceable Neighbours 
( will come upon your ſelves, ) your 
own works in your ſingular exalted 
ſpirits 1s the purchaſer thereof: Oh 
you Ignorant Fools, who are blinded 
by the God of this Wold, and are (ov 
high flown, that you go.about to limit 


the holy God in the goings out of his I: 


holy Spirit; you may as well under-W 
take to alter the courſe of the Sun, and 
© ſtop up the courſe of the Ebbing and 

| 7 Flowing 


- concerning the Striptures. 233 
flowing of the Sea : - Your fins of Pre- 
ſimption would be much alike , and 
jour Folly will ead 1n as great ſhame'3 
deed your preſumption ariſes from 
in Arm of Fleſh, and Tong continu- 


hventions: And becauſe you can 
dap up 1n Priſons, and make Havock, 
and Rune, and Spoile of People and 
heir Goods; your ſpirit that leads 
jou in theſe works, being an envious, 
Maicious, Cruel, Abominable, Wick- 
ed ſpirit 3 therefore proceeds this 
wrong Judgment from you, even that 
Gods holy Spirit in Revelation, Ope- 
ation and Divine Inſpiration, as mo-« 


tive time, 1s, now ceaſed: But if it 
were ſo, as you vainly Imagine; then 
new where the difference 1lyes be- 
Ween you who call your ſelves Chrt- 
tans, and the Heathens, 1f the Spirit 
of Chriſt Jeſus, the Spirit which peo- 
J were brought under in the Pri- 
nitive time, and thereby to be Bap- 
zed into one Bod A. « which was to 
beruled and governed by that Spirit 


nce1n vain Cuſtoms, Traditions and' 


nng through holy Men: in the Primi- - 


of 


234 A Faſthful Teſtimony 
of Chriſt. Now. jt the Revelation, 
Operation. :and Divifie Inſpiration 
thereof be ceaſed ,*,then tell me by 
what ſpirit Chriſtians, ſo called, are 
Baptized int® ſo many Bodyes: and 
'- Fellowſhips, and what Spirit rules and 
governs? And what difference there ig 
between them called Heathen in their 
Fellowthips, and them called Chri- 
ſhans in their Fellowſhips, where the 
Authority, Rule and Government of 
Chriſts Spiritis denyed. 
.:- Come to plain dealing , and don't 
Shuffl; you have been long enough 
 ihat work already; and the more 
you perſiſt therein, the more you wil 
beconfounded,; and the deeper plung- ; 
edinto the horrible pit, agd your Feet c 
b 
N 


f 
t 
t 
t 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
] 
will be faſter {tuck m the Mire : There: 
fore be admoniſhed to deal plainly, 
leaſt you be your own Executioners 
through your high preſumptuons 
mindedneſs in bringing {wift deſtrudti- 
on upon youz for of a Truth thouſands 
have been bowed before the Lord un- 
der a ſenſe of ir own inſufficiency 


to perform that Which is good and ac- 
ceptable 


d 


x 
[ 


-- concerning the Scripttires. 235 EP 
ceptable of thetnſelves, and have tru- | 
y waited upon the Lord in @ = 
flence'of the fleſh : And indeed Chri 
hath appeared the ſgcond time in his 
flefled Spirit and power , and hath 
quickened and revived many hungry 
Souls, and he hath made known his 
ſufficiency and help in the needful time, 
And all them who have in Truth laid 
hold of him, cannot part with him ; 
for it's by him that we can Go all 
things well pleafing and acceptable in 
the fight of God and man: And all 
that have begun in.this Spirit, and are 
faithful and obedient thereunto, have 
Hope, Faith and Confidence to grow 
up and be made perfea th&reby ; and 
ſoattain to the mark and prizg that is 
before us : Though many may and do 
wrn afide through unfaithfulneſs and 
diſobedience, and the many and great 
tryals that may be met withall,through 

the Oppreſſion and Cruelty of the 

Worlds Spirit z yet over all that hath 
been, and may be met withall; we, 
have Hope and Faith , that in and 
through the aſliſtance of the Spirit and 

| Power 
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a alt 9-Faſthful Teftiniony 


Power of our Lord and Saviour Chri 
Jeſus, ,gve ſball perſevere and-go on 

bearing the blefled fruirs of his ſpirit, l 
 Whichisin all Goodneſs , Righteouf 
neſs and Truth, Patience, Mecknef 
and Innocency, to the finiſhing our 
Teſtimony, and laying down our 
heads in Patience and Joy in LifcEver- 
Salking: 

And further, concerning the out. 
goings of this bleſſed ſpirit, I do telti- 
fie my Faith therein; <K the Lordo 
Heaven and Earth will by the Majeſty. 
and power thereof, overturn, over- 
turn, overturn che x power of darknch, 
and deſtroy all the curſed fruits that 
have ſpruſp from the corrupt root 
and gragnd thereof: And by the light 
of the ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus, a fight 1 


given to many faithful witneſſes, thatWp 


the Ax of the Lordis laid to the root 
thereot: And the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth that hath begun the work, will 
Garry it on, and perfect it, to his own; 
| pxaiſe, honour and ory; and to the 

| eſtabliſhment of his purchaſed poſlcf 
 ffhan,; where he Tabernacles. 7 De- 
\  lightsto dwell forever. And 


', And now _ this root - and oft- 
ſying of David, this bright and moy- 
"10g Star, hatlytaken deep rooting in 
many hearts and minds, from whence 
fruits ſpring and grow , to the praiſe 
ind honour of the Lord of the Har- 


all the faithful and true labourers 
therein, whoſe out-goings being in 
the movings, Jeadings and guidings 
of his holy ſpirit; the which having 
taken deep root downwards, now 
yields fruits upward, in ſome an hun- 
tred, in ſome ſixty, andin fome thirty, 
fold: As you may read of 


the ſeed that fell into the 


the Vineyard, whoſe is the Vineyard ; 
he having planted many Heavenly 
branches into the Vine, his good Hus- 


them : And all whom he hath, or may 


l this bleſſed work, he ever did and 
wth maintain them , never ſuffering 


things 
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veſt; and to the joy and comfort of 


the Parable of the Sower and Ma: 15.. 


rod ground: And from the Lord of 


bandry and Care is ſeen to-be over 


. | = , | ; 
ord3in to be Inſtruments and Servants 


tem to lack Food and  Rayment, | 
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that which 1s to come : But none thy 
keep within the bounds of the lead- 
ings and guidings of his bleſſed (pirit, 
did ever covet "Silver or Gold;, or 
* Preach for filthy Lucre-ſake : And now 
the Lord of Heafen and Earth, hay- 
ing prepared by his Eternal ſpirit and 
power ſuch a Miniſtry again, and ſent 
forth into the Nations, who have no 
ſuch thing in their Eye to draw them 
out of filthy Lucre; but purely and 


clearly do ſeek the honour and glory 


of God, and the good and well-being 
of people. This makes the corrupt 
and falſe Teachers of the Nation, who 
_ are made ſo by man in the World 
ſpirit and wiſdom , Being drawn out] 
for filthy Lucre ſake ; and in more then: 
ordinary manner, coveting after Silver 
and Gold ; this makes theſe Divinerg: 
tad: The day of Chriſt bejng ſo cle 
Ty come , and the man of fin (heiniſ 
Maſter ) fo clearly revealed, and a 
Teftimony ſo clearly goes out againl 
them; that their Maſter the man of fi 
in all his Transformations, though Mic 
appea 
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mear . IN mo and es In him, ay 
jiniſters of righteouſneſs, and by all 
te beſt arts and cunning 1n perverting 
id wrelting the - holy fhens Teſti- 


ies by private Interpretations, ad- _ 
ng to,and demimiſbing from the Pro- © 


kefes thereof And .ſeemingly by 
ſling miſts and fogs before peoples 
jes, they turn. the 'very end and 
ndency of the holy mens Teſtt- 
onies and Prophefies left upon .re- 
ond, to another uſe then what. they 
ere intended and given forth by the 
wing of Gods holy Spiritfor: And 
wthey do partly through Tenorance, 
ging ſo wilfully , to hide their Cor- 
pt, Proud; Arrogant, Covetous and 
platrous practices under. 


And let. all whoſe deſires are after. 


e knowledge of the Lord, and the 

ace ant] reſt of their Souls in that 

apeakable comfort and joy , in that 
& which is everlaſting ; take but a 
w of the blefſed motions of Gods 

? Spirit through holy men in old 


, as 18 left upon record: And com- 
re the Covetous, [dolatrous praftices 
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of the falſe Teachers of the Natio 
and ſee how unlike the good they are 
and how jult like rhe wicked they ar 
Gen &- Cain, who was of that Wick 
. bne; he offered , but unto his Offer 
| the Lord had no veſpedi ; 
i Joh, 3, Abel offered in Faith , af 
32, the Lord had reſpe&# ul 
WO Abel and his Offering : All; 
Cain was Wrath, and envyed him, af, 
Murdered him, au his own wor 
wereevil,and his Brother's righteous. 
your Father all you Perſecutors aboglh 
Religion, and the ground of his wich 
edneſs. Tae 
And the Lord ſaid,my Spirit ſhall 
always ſtrive with man, for that he aft 
b- 7s fleſh, 4nd God ſhortned ih; 
| *Get.be dayes; and ſaid, every im 
zation of the thoughts of hi: heal 
was only evil continually 5 for aW flelb bf} 
corrupted his way, and the Earth is fil 
with violence through them: Til 
were. the effets of fleſhly motion. 
But Noah found grace it the eyes p ] 
Lord; and read what blefled cli, 
his moving therein had: 
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ning the S6 241 
be falſe Prophets moving in a 
tering lying Spirit, inticed Ahab to 
yon to his Deſtruction : | 
; hcah the true Prophet 2 Chron. 18, 
pving in the Spirit, of 
ſth , and for ſpeaking the Truth, 
s Impriſoned, and Fed with Bread 
ad Water: The Jying Prophets for 
0 ig, flattering and difſembling are 
liberty. 

Mordicai being one of the Lords 
ople,he could not be moved to bow 
| Hazzar,, nor do him re- 

rence , though he was Efther 3. 
d by the Kings Servants 

ten that he tranſgreſſed the Kings 
mmand : This filled Hawaz with 
rath, and in his wicked motion he 
wht the deſtruction of AMordicai and 
his people 3 but read what became 
him and his motion. 

[Read what dicadful effetts the 

Wo «ed fleſhly motions of 

101: Sodozwzites had 3 and the Gen. 19. 

lied effects of Þ of's righte- : 
F motions againſt their wickedneſs, 


Q 2 Read 


242 - - A Faithfull Teſtfmiony 
Read what the falſe Prophets mhc 
ved for; and how the true Prophe 

was moved to cry again(liſ 
Tſaiah 56. them, and ſaid, They are al 
110, 11. aumb dogs; yea, they ori 

greedy dogs, which can nevi 
have enough: They all look to their oy! 
way, every one for his gain from bi 
quarter : And he didnotrail in ſayin 
ſo, he ſpoke the Truth. 

Read what wicked motions ther 
was 1n the fleſh, andthe motion oft 
true Prophet againſt them ; ſajd hW 

They were as fed Horſes, eve" 

Ter. A ONe neighed after his neg 

bours Wife : The Prophets pr 

pheſie falfly, and the Prieſts bear rule | 

their means, and my people love to ha 

zt ſos and what will ye do in thee 
thereof ? 

Read the true Prophets motion 
the word of Truth againft the tal 
fleſhly Prophets motion 3 Who mou 

for handfuls of Barley « 
Ezeck, 13. pieces of Bread z Read ha 

wicked they were: I 
wicked falſe Teachers in this Age, ha 


* concerning the Scriptures. 243 
"Wa larger and richer Trade; they 

yore for Thouſands of Pounds, 

; The true Prophet moving in the 

ruth, cryed out againſt the horrible 

jicked fleſhly motions of the Prieſts; 

nd ſaid, As troops of Robbers 

wit for a man, ſo the compa» Hoſea 6, 

y of Prieſts murder in the 

uw by conſent for they commit lewd- 

{: Obſerve they were agreed in 
061 MOTION» 

Read the wicked motions of a 
icked ſpirit inthe Preſidents, Princes, 
overnours, Counſellers, who moved 
le King to make an unalter- 
terable Decree to' inſnare Dean.7. 
Jariel, becauſe he was Ho- 
eſt and Juſt: And though Daniel 
as acquainted therewith, and knew 
le penalty 3 yet he was moved in a 
ood Spirit to open his Windows and 
Ny as before : And read what be- 
ame of the motions of the wicked 3 
dalſo of the bleſſed motions. 

The, good Spirit in the Prophet 
oyed him to teſtify againſt the falſe 
Irits motions, both 1n head and tail: 


Q3z3 | Said 


e heads thereof judge for ii 
ward, andthe Prieſts the 
Mic. 3. 1. of teach for Fire, and | 
Prophets thereof Divinef 
Money; yet will they lean upon the [or 
and ſay, is not the Lord amone v 
20ne evil can come wport ns. Oh tl 
preſumption and conftdence of wic| 
ed motions ; and obſerve how hirelir 
Prieſts were cryed out againſt in fo 
mer dayes, as well as in theſe [: 
dayes: S | 
Chriſtin his DoQatine gave peop 
warning, To beware of the Scribes, whiff 
love to go in long Clothing, and If 
7 Salntations in the Mark 
Mark12. places, and the chief Seats 
the Synagogues, und the uffi 
permoſkt Rooms at Feaſts : Which 9 
wour Widows houſes, and ſor a preteni 
make long Prayers : But they are wo 
that make Widows, and devo 
Effates 3 examine the Jailers Calif 
ders for near 3o years laſt paſt. 
_ Adsthe 20. The Apoſtle was Mm 
ved by a good Spirit to declare wi 
ſhould-come after him ; ſaying, F 


concetning the Scriptures. 245 
ow this, that after. my departing ſhall 
rnevous Wolves enter in among you 5 not 
haring the Flock, And what a won- 
ful motion this wicked generati- 
m have had for near this 3o years, let 


them that have heard and ſeen, and 


xe more moderate and wiſe in heart, 


judge. 

1 Joh. 2. There you may read that 
here was then many Antichriſts, and 
the evil motions of that wicked Spirit, 
the which was then in the World, 
(bap. 4+ 3. was todeny Chriſt's coming 
Mn fleſh: | 
And Johz being in the Spirit on the 
Words day, had wonderful things re- 
Mrealed unto him; both of 
he Beaſts riſing out of the Revelation 
Wa, and out of the Earth ; 
nd with what ſwelling Pride he ex- 
ted himſelf over the Saints and 
ervants of the Lord God: And how 
hat Kings agreed to give their ſtrength 
nd ppwer unto the Beaſt with one 
tind, to make War with the Lamb 3 
ndghe Lamb fhall overcome them : 
for he is Lord of Lords, and King of 

© ws Kings, 
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245 A Faithful Teſtimony 
Kings, and they that are with him are 
blefled, and choſen, and faithfut 
And he ſaw the downfall of Bab ylon 
and the End of the Beaſt and fall 
Prophet : Read: chap. 19. And this i 
coming to'pals, and muſt be fulfilled 
glory, praiſes and honour be given to 
the Lord God forever. 

And thus unprejudiced Reader 
who hath ſome Breathings after the 
knowledge of the Lord , and can 
not takeup a reſt in a inful ſtate, but 
deſires that true Judgment may g 
forth: Here 1s plain Truth, and all 
ſome brief inſtances therein, which | 
but few to what might be given fronſ 
. Geneſis tothe Revelations,of the wick 
ed Spirits motions, and their Effects 

and of the bleſſed motions of Godliſ 
good Spirit, and their Effeds; bl 
which thou mayeſt ſee, by the fruit 
and practices, who are of that broox 
. and generation of Caiz and his fol 
lowers; and who are of the generat! 
on of Abel and his followers : An 
what a wicked, proud, arrogant Spin 
that is, which dares preſume to limit ti 
MOvil| 


noving of Gods holy Spirit in its Re- 
relation, Operation and Divine Inſpj- ' 
ration. And by which wicked and 
rreſumptuous works, that proud, am- 
bitious and aſpiring Spirit, hath turned 
the very end and tendency of the 
ove and mercy of God in the moving 
of this holy Spirit through holy Men, 
in giving forth thoſe bleſſed Teftimo- 
nies and Propheſies in Scriptures, even 
quite to another uſe, then intended. 
And how the Antichriſtian Spirit, 
which was 1n the World in the Apo- 
les dayes, wrought in a Miſtery of 
Iniquity, and in Confefſions and Pro- 
fcſions from the true witneſſes Teſti- 
, mony ; that Chriſt was come into the 
& World, and how he was Born, and 
od how he Suffered, and was Aſcended, 
& and will come again (which is all true.) 
But under this fair coveripg, the Mer- 
chants of Babylon (et up their Trades, 
and frajghted their Veſſels with the 
Whores Trumpery, and with fair 
Speeches and good Words, out of the 
Life, out of the Power ; they haye dee 
luded poor Souls, making Merchandize 
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of them ; D ſetting up that which is Pros 
fitable in the way of righteouſneſs, for 


the way of righteouſneſs; and fo ex- 
chaded the ſecond coming of Chriſt in 


Spirit to them that look and wait for 
him without (in unto Salvation : This 
great miſtery, the which is Chriſt in 
us the hope of Glory , the way 
Truth and Life, the way of Righte- 
oulneſs unto the Father , out of which 
none can come unto. bim > this b 
their Arts they have wholly excluded: 
And thus having fe the Scripture for 
a chief rule, and only rule of Life ; 


they have excluded the Spirit of 


Truths guide and leadings , the which 
the Scripture dires unto ; and fo ſet 
the Scriptures above the Spirit, by the 
moving of which they were given 
forth : And the Words and Writings 
of the Scripture, they have ſet up, for 
the word it ſelf. And this Spirit hav- 
put the Declaration and Writings 

of Matthew, Mark, nuke and Johy tot 
the Goſpel; here the Goſpel, the 
power of Sod, that is excluded, and 
Chriſt the word of God in the hear 
any 
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41d mouth , that is excluded: And 
thus having turned the Seripture up- . 
fide down ; The man of fin, 
the Son bf Perdition ; who 2 Theſ. 2. 
opoſeth and exalteth him- 3. Wi 
lf above all that is called Ol} 
nl Gd ; fitteth in the Temple of God, ſhew- ve 1+ {| 
of ing himſelf that be is God: And now 08 
c- faying in effect, that theday of Chriſt 
cn is paſt, as touching his appearance and 
Dy coming in the fleſh, he is ata remote- 
J: neſs or diſtance from his people, 
o Now Reyelations are ceaſed, ſay they, 
- 5 and tht beſt term they can give the Wks | 
of Light in man, is to call jt a Natural FatRi 
ch Light : So Natura] and Brutifh is man- |}: 
< Bf kind become, through the works cf Wt 
he the enemy; and in this Natural State, +. | 
cn I reading the Scriptures, having put the ; 
3 | moving of Gods Spirit-a far off from =: 
OY them, by which alone the things of . 
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VB Cod therein are underſtood : ' They 
5 Wl in that Natural Eſtate, doth not un- _ 
Tf derſtand what they read, neither can — }./! 
he they yeceive the things of the Spirit 1988-14 
0 of God, for they are foolfſhneſs unto *' |: 1*! 
ICY them: Oh people be admoniſhed to 
come- 


| #50 AFaithfulTeſtſmony - 


come down [to the Light of Chriſt in 
you, that makes manifeſt the deeds 
of Darkneſs; and as the man of fin 
comes to be revealed in you, by the 
Light .of Chriſts Spirit, you thereby 
will come to the knowledge of Chriſts 
day and coming 1n righteouſneſs , to 
make War againſt all unrighteouſneſs, 
and to put an end totranſgreſſion, and 
finiſh fin, and bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs : So away with all pri- 
vate Interpretations and vain Imagji- 
nations, and come ta the untverlal 
love of God that Spirit or Light; the 
which makes manifeſt that which 1s re- 
proveable, and turn at his reproof, and 
he will pour out his Spirit upon you: 
And thus by the coming of the day 
of Chriſt, the day of the wicked will 
be ſeen, andthe Bed of Torment they 
mult lye down in, who go on in wick- 
edneſs, oppoſing the Spiritual ap. 
 pearance of Chriſt Jeſus : Oh fad will 
their day be, who perſiſt in their pre- 
ſumption of mocking and ſcolfing at 
' the moving of Gods holy Spirit now 
adayes; that is a proud arrogant Spt- 
rit, 


concerning the Striptures. 25x 
fit, which will lead. all that follow it 
to the end, to miſery, gontempt and 
hame; and at length to everlaſting 


deſtrution. Bleſſed are they thatare 


zdmoniſhed to put your whole truſtin 


nb ELIE Tala bh, 2 


not defiled with it : And therefore be 


God ; and wait for the appearance of 


his grace, that you may have Salt and 


Savour In your ſelves3 orelfe, not- 
withſtanding you may talk high things 


of what you read in Scriptures, yet if 


you be not regenerated and born of 
the Spirit, you cannot enter into the 


Kingdom of God. And thus in the. 


Leading, Guiding, Operation, Re- 
velation and Divine Inſpiration of 
the Bleſſed Spirit of Truth, am I moe 
ved to give Teſtimony to the Truth 
and way of Life and Peace, in true 
love to all the Creation of God, for 
the undeceiving of deceived and de- 
luded Souls, that their underſtandings 


may be cleared of Darkneſs and Er-- 


ror ; and that they may know the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, and be ſaved, 


The 11th, Month, 1676. : 
Stephen Smith. 
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| Dear Friends, 
['N the everlaſting Seed, Power and 

Life, keep the ſubſtance of all ſ Ig- 

nified in Ages palt , under many 
Types, Figures and Shadows, now CEN 
known and dwelt in by them who FR 
have believed the good report of the Tl 
holy men of God, which is left upon 
record, who was redeemed from the 
Earthly part 3 even that they might 
be Gods witneſſes of his Heavenly 
gift, wherein is all the Treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge hid 3 which 
Treaſure hath been freely opened un- 
tous, who through faithfulneſs and 
diligent waiting, have expected Tho 
am 
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ſame, as a ſure reward- of the bounty 
_ and goodneſs of qur Creator for ever. 
So that all the obedient and upright 
hearted cantruly ſay, for ever be the 
day had in remembrance , when we 
were awakned out of Carnal Security, 
we had in vain Cuſtoms and Traditi- 
ons of men in the Fall 5 who have 
ſought out many Inventions, through 
which comes blindneſs, : hardneſs of 
heart, and unbelieft; from whence 
proceeds envying, hatred, malice, un- 
cleanneſs, and all other evils whatſo- 
ever : He who is Prince of Darkneſs, 
having his Power and Authority there 
in blindneſs and darkneſs, carries the 
Creature into bondage at his will , he 
being ruler in the Children of diſobe- 
dience : But glory and praiſes be to 
the Lord our God, who is the great 
God, and beſides him there is none: 
| It's he alone that opens the under- 
ſtandings of them that fear him ; who 
hath*diſcovered unto us, the Miltery 
of tne workings of Satan, and theſſi 
bredth and length of his rule and do 
minion, and the end thereof; for even 


© the FlockofCheiſ, 235 ME 
he. who thus opens unto them that: 
far him, greatly to be admired by 
ll his Sons and Daughters, who are' 
redeemed by his great! power out of 
{dam 1n the Fall , up into him that 
ever fell, through whom we have 
xcels into his preſence , the which 
ſeetens all to us, and carries all 'that: 
mly truſt in him through all Tempeſts 
nd Storms whatſoever : Even by his 
\m and Power, who will and can 
ppeaſe- and lay all Tempeſts and 
forms when they have accompliſhed 
hat- for which'they were ſuffered to- 
eraiſed',” he being ſeen and known 
jo walkes upon a troubled Sea 3- 
$in dayes paſt, ſo yeſterday , and to 
lay, and for ever. So Dear Friends, 
cep our -his appearance, who would 
Fork queſtionings and reaſonings con- 
erming the Rod of the wicked, with 
Tmch the Righteous are threatned 2 
[t's for the Fire) '( It's for the Fire) 
at's Gods Word : So all to abide 
athful 1n his power, by whom all 
ppearances of the wicked one may 
"-relilted in his many wills, who is 


o ; 
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256 Tender Gzeeting to 
a 'Murderer and a Thief 3 who walks; 
ut in the Earthly mind ,, compaſ: 
ſing there, and betraying there 3 and 
draws back into the Earth there 
And then when tryals come, the 
Earth is in the way; and then the 
falſe ballance- is ſet up in the heart 
_and:the precious Jewe] being weighed 
therein,the Earth that appears heavie 
and ſo carries the (way in the mind 
arid ſo. comes to be ſet up in the heart 
So: thereby many. come to loſe thi 
everlaſting reward of peace, and 3 Joy 
and comfort, which is in that Lift 
which lives and abides for ever : $ 
Dear Friends, have an Eye to there 
ward of well doing; even that 'Pear 
of. great Price, and let it haye dom 
- nion In the heart; and the 'Earth (e 
under all ; that' ſo we may continu 
to. the. end 'in All well- -doing 5 anc 
patient and meek running in that ra 
which 1s ſet before -us, unto who 
belongs the Crown of Immortal Life 
When the Lord pleaſes to ſhew me Y | 
clear way unto you, I ſhall be willing 
tolce your Faces, to the end that v 
ma 
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thay be refreſht together ; even fron 
thateverlalting Fountam;from whence 
comes all our freſh ſprings which glads 
the Souls of the upright for ever : But 

at preſent I find my Teſtimony re- 
quired, where I have had the greateſt 
ime of my Converſation in the ever- 
laſting Covenant of Truth, Light and 
Life. 

That wicked ruler who rules in the 
Children of diſobedience, hath many 
Agents here abouts, as well ag in 0- 
ther places, who have been at work 
amongſt us: They took from me 
ix Cows, for a Fine of 20 [d4or ſpedk- 
ng the things of God according to his 
will, (but the y had great trouble with 
them :).From my Brother Joh nine 
Cowes, for a Silent Meeting at his 


houſe ; and from another all his Beds, 


Cloaths, two Geldings, Pewter, Braſs, 
Leather, and abundance of other 
things, to the value, as is ſuppoſed, of 
near 50d. for a Silent Meeting at his 
Houſe : At Kingſton on Thames Friends 
have had abundance taken from them, 
ind they kept out of their Mceting 

"© 2 place, 
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258 ATenderOrpeting to 
Place, and not ſuffered to ſtand quiet- 
ly inthe Streets ; but ſome were taken 
and ſent to Priſon , and others: drove 
about by Souldiers in a barbarous 
tyanner; and feveral other Fines have 
been levyed, too long to mention - 
And Meetings being diſturbed,Friends 
being haled out, ec. all which works 
for good to them that truly fear and 
obey the voice of the Living God : 
The more they ſtrive, the more doth 
Power and Life appear z which keeps 
Friends Clear, Sweet and Innocent; 
even to love God above all, and their 
Neighbours as themſelves, greatly de- 
firing thafthey may ſee a neceſlity of 
building upon the ſame Rock; even 
Chriſt Jeſus, whois the power of God, 
and wiſdom of God, who feeds all 
that truly hunger with ſpiritual Meat, 
and all them that truly thirſt with ſpt- 
- ritual Drink; him who was glorified 
with the Father in the beginning , by 
whom all things were made, who cone 
tinues the ſame yeſterday, to day, ſh 
' and forever: Through whom Friends 
Meetings 1n theſe parts are freſh, livel , 
; an 


and conſtant : Bat the great Boaſtery, 
2s Pretbyterians TIndependants and Z ap- 
if, , who have kicked agamlſt rhe 
Everlaſting Coveninr of Eite in their 
own hearts, yet in their Imaginations 
have fard the y would foilo'y Carilt ee. 
But they now, as in days paſt, when 
the ſtorm was up, are drove mto 

their holes : But they would not be- 

eve it in days paſt,” before the ftorm 

mas ſeen, when it was teftified unto 

them : But they are Foxes, they can 

cover themfelves no more ; if they turn 

not to the Truth now, they ſtand in 

linger of being ſwallowed up tn dark- 

(ls for ever, : 

So Dear Friends, that which con- 
cerns us, is to be thankful, and to 
neet often together , that ſo we may 
rowup together, even from one de- 
"Tee to another of an Heavenly ap- 
wxarnce of him in whom 1s all glary 
that fo we may bear his Heavenly 
mage for ever. So in true watchful- 
js, keep over all the appearanzes 
fthe Enemy : And in true love and 
enderneſs, keep watchful over one 

R3 ſeeking 3 
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* another 3 ſeeking one anothers good, 
and the ſtrong bearing with the weak, 
that ſo all may be preſerved in the 
way of the upright, out of all eyil; 


that ſo we may be ſanGified through- 
out in; Soul, Body and Spirit, even to 
the glory and praiſe of the great God, 
who made all things at his pleaſure; 
, Who hath appointed times and ſeaſons 
and bounds to all; Whoſe work is 
great which he is bringing to paſs, 
and in vain. do the Potſherds ſtrive 
againſt itz of a certain he will 
daſh them to pieces: So in the Ever- 
laſting Seed is my Dear Love unto al], 
who loves and obeys the appearance 
of him who- brings Salvation , who is 
over al), bleſſed for ever and ever. 


Pirbright, the $th, 
day of the 5th. 
Month, 1670, 


Stephen Smith, 
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An Anſwer to a Paper, 
called, T he Chriſtians 
Vow in Baptifm. 


tituled, The Chriſtians Vow ip 
Baptiſm n Explicated and Re- 
r-M wed; given forth by art unknown 
11, Author, who is crept into his hole 
cefſ] again, from whence he brought that 
isfff bundle 5 which upon due conſidera- 
tion he will have cauſe to be athamed 
Hof, being works of Darkneſs; where 
. many words are uſed out of the wiſ- 
dom of God, the which hath a ten- 
dency of darkning and hiding Gods 
Counſel from mankind; and there» 
fore that I may be clear in this matter, 
n giving check to that high preſump- 
tion manifeſtly ſhown in the (aid Paper 
43 above, is this given forth. 
R 4 | Firſt 


An 


. Paper coming to my hands, In- 
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_the (ight of his good Maſters. A thing 


* damned in Eell ! 


Firſt, He calls it; The Chriſtian 


Solemn Vow; afterwards he faith, lyMhu! 


the remembrance of the Vow of God in 
Baptiſm : Something he would haye 
it, but he knows not what; and (6 
he colours it over with many Scrip- 
tures, wherein Gods Covenant with 
man is expreſled.z where he tumblesſWeo 
new and old” together, as one 1gno-|ifſ 33 
rant of him from whence both came,WBi 
and therefore unlike to have the 
knowledge of either. - 

So now as one high flown in Ima- 
ginations, undertakes to-make a Co- 
venant for others: But the better to 
colour over and uſher in his Palel, he 
takes many of the true Prophets words, 
and therewith decks himſelf over, that 
he may appear the more beautiful m 


highly efteemed of by man; but was, 
and is an abomination in the fight of 
the Lord. But to begin with ſome of 
his words : Oh wonderful grace , when 


thou hadſt forfeited all, and wert 10 


more his by nature, then the Devils and 


Anſwer, 
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lion, whata 
tumble nan doth he appear to be; 
ſke where he ſets yau who are con- 
cerned with him, even equal with the 
Devils nature, and damned in Hell. 
What a rare Arts-man this would be, 
if he could make the Devils nature þ 
ood; by ſaying over ſo many words 
25s he hath ordered in his Paper: 
MW But in the dark where he js foaming 
el and tumbling about in an endleſs 

work, ſeeking to make the Devils na- 
-M ture good, which alwayes was, and is 
-M bad and envious againſt gbod : There 
off he is left bound till he repent of his 
cM preſumption. 
,M Now to Fſaz's Pottage, which is 
ti uſhered in as a Prayer after his manner; 
nfl the which he would have all to fol- 
2 low, either in that Image, or as hike 
tas hecan, But Jet all wife people 
fl conſider, and compare the true Pro- 
fl phets Prayers with his : The true Pro- 
M phet taught his followers to Pray, 
of Our Father, &c. as you may read, 
al every word being of : great weight, 

But all you who are followers of this 
Imaginary 
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| 264 An Anlwextobhe Chllitfang 
 - Imuginary mani his works of Dark 
neſs, ſee what a broad way youllit 
teader hath found, to tell over M 
pentiyworth of Prayers, and then youllfhe 
are fit for his invented marriage ; andiÞ: 
ineaſe you ſhould loſe that Paper, youll 
may buy a pennywoerth of another 
ſort ſomewhat like it: So paſling bylllo 
much of his ſuppoſed goodly ſtuff: 
come to the Marriage Bond in hina 
words : And do here ſolemnly joyn myo 
ſelf in a Marriage Covenant unto binWle 
Oh bleſſed Jeſus, I come to thee hunorMy: 
and hardly beftead, poor,- and wretched Ml 
and miſerable, - and blind, and- naked Mir 
a moſt loathſom poluted Wretch, a guilty, 
condemned Malefaor , unworthy foffde 
ever to waſh the Feet of the Servants oj 
Lord, mimch more to be married tt 
the King of Glory : But ſuch is thin: 
unparalleled love, I do here with all mync 
power accept thee, and take thee for miſſy: 
Head and Husbhand, Did you ever 
hear of a more Loathſlom, Impudent 
Harlot, who in all her filthinefs and 
abominations , preſumes to ſay that 
God is her Husband : Oh high pre-WP: 
ſumption 


| Gow in 


mption, which atiſes + maghe nature 
the Devil 3 this is made indeed, in 
ie Earthly wiſdom,and there ratified, 
je which I leave all you to judge who 
return mm ſome degree or meaſure 
x Divire, Pure, Holy nature of the 
oo of Righteouſneſs, into which all 
grow; and ſo take 4 view of the 
feavenly Marriage of the Heavenly 
pan, and compare it with that loath- 
bme conceited marriage, Revel. 19. 
Let us be glad and rejoyce, and give 
hour to hin for the Marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and his Wiſe hath made 
er ſelf ready: Arti to her was Kanter, 


that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in vs _ 
1 


dear and White 5 for the 
Righteouſneſs of Saints, &C. 
Allelnja, for the Lord God Omni- 
potent reigneth ; here is a Heavenly 
nelody : Had the Author of that Pa-- 
per been (o Ingenious to have come to 
that Marriage Supper, he might have 
prtaken,of the Heavenly joy and com- 
fort, and not have been left to that 
great confuſion manifeſted 1in that 
Paper : For the Invitation unto it hath 


nen is the 


0. 


gone throughout the Nation , th 
they that would come, might come, f 
the Fountain to waſh and prepare for 
| it, hath been and is open, glory tf 
God for ever. But further , fee thai 
confuſion of the Author of that Papelif 
in theſe words: And the Covenant® 
which 7 have ratified on Farth , let it 

be ratified in Feaven: What, after the 
Marriag -'is concluded, to be made! 
What work is this ? ke hath ratified 1 
on Earth, and wou'd have it done 
mn Heavin ? but whether he will ors 


'Þo, it ſeems he doth not know 3; (© all 


is left in doubt and fear again : What 
a ſad bargain you have made all this 
while ; who ſpent your Money and 
.. time after ſuch Idle Immaginary do-ﬀf 
..1ngs. 
Now all you who have ſeen and | 
read the Authors ſuppoſed Covenant, 
be ſo Ingenious to read how God wa 
pleaſed to give forth his Law andeCo- 
venants, the which he ratified in Hca-W 
' ven; and compare them with the Au-i 
thors pretended Covenant which hel. 
ratified on Earth, without any know-W*: 
ledge 


we of the parties conſent, he pre- 
mds to be concerned 3 let any prove-. 
he contrary ifthey can , and ler” hin 
ew if he can in all the Scriptures of 
ſTuth, where God ever left it to vain 
an to make a Covenant to be bind- 
p to all others in that manner, &c. 
ſhat many did vow obedjence, and 
exe incouraged in theCovenant of the 
ord, that is true and manifeſt through 
te Teſtimonies of the Prophets 3 but 
here did any preſume to bind God in 
hat manner ? Oh groſs Idolatry ; But 
te bleſſed holy God at all times and 
aſons, according to his bleſſed plea- 
: Wie and good will to mankind , did 
ve forth his Law and Commands, 
nd ſo Covenanted to. be the. God of 
s people, to keep them in Peace, e*c. 
Mn condition of their living in obe- 
ence to his will and pleaſure mani- 
Wit in his time and ſeaſon, as you may 
ad, Newt. 5. and Fxod. 19. The Lord 
r God made a ( ovenant with ts in Ho- 
WD: The / ord talked with them face 
face in the 1ount, in th: midſt of the 
t; which cauſed a fear and trembling : 
| Theſe 
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262 An Aufwer to the Chuiffang 
Theſe mords the Lord ſpake unto «ll y 
Aſjemwbly, $&c- and he wrote them. 
io tables af ſtone : Wherein the Lo 
ſhewed his glory and greatneſs ; a 
they ſaid , we have ſeen this day ih 
(God doth talkwith man, and he live 
Sotbe Law was edded becauſe of tra 
greſſions till the Seed ſhould come, G; 
$1 19. Jo Chriſt is the end of the I, 
for Righteouſneſs for every one that | 
lieveth, Rom. 10. 3. But concerny 
the firſt Covenant which God ma 


with his people when he {hewed 
voeur.and-love; Tn taking them by ffi 


hand to lead them out of Egypt, Heb, 
Becauſe they continued not, in my 


uerant, 1 regarded them not , ſaith 


Lord; But now mark that ſecorifly 


Covenant which :is without fau] 
After #boſe dayes, faith.the Lord, In 
put my Laws into their mind, and wri 
. them in their hearts: and I will be 


them a God, and they ſhall bg to mh 
People : And they ſhall not teach coi 


man his Neighbour, and every man |W 


Brother, ſaying , know the Lord: 
all ſhall know me from the leaſt to 
Anat om 


0 


he 


" Tow in Baptthn, 269 
ate} : For 1 will be merciful to their 
irrighteouſneſs, and their ſins and their 
iniquities will I remember 20 2more: Oh 
for ever bleſſedis this Covenant, there 
:no fault in it; .and that it is a bad 
ature indeed by which Imaginary 
Covenants are made, which hath a 
tendency of drawing peoples minds 
qut from waiting to know this blefſed 
Covenant in the mind and heart: So. 
ifito the ſober and wiſe in -heart I write, 
aMihat they may weigh thefe weighty 
Mitings in a true ballance, and from 
ibence-give forth true judgment. 
Ml And mind | further the Authors 
 (Yvords: This Covenant you are adviſed 
þ lo make not only in heart, but in word, 
cofleet only 321\word, but in writing: Sure 
ule thinks all's done 3 but if that muſt 
[ vic made or written 1n the heart, then 
»rltere will be no room for Gods Cove- 
2: Want, for that doth not at all agree 
ith that confuſed ſiuff; and what 
eWity it is: that any ſhould be deprived 
11 FW Gods righteous Covenant, ſince 
|; Wods love 1s univerſally tendered 
70 erein, and inviteth all unto. it, that 
re al . | they 
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they 'may partake of its pure, holy nz 
_ ture toconvert ſinners, and make wiſe 
ſimple and Ignorant people, who are 
ready to periſh for want 'of know- 
ledge; the which is communicated tg 
them that fear God}, and wait to fee 
his bleſſed promiſe to extend his mercy 
and goodneſs there, to overcome 
and give victory over that which ig 
evil and corrupt : But further he ad. 
viſeth; To ſpread the writing beſore th 
Lord, as if you would preſent it to bin 
as your at and deed: So here is an aQÞ 
and noat, ſometimes preſumed to be 
dons and ratified, then again - i 
doubtful terms ;' as 1f you would dc 
ſo, &*c. And faith the Author, wher youl 
have done this , ſet your hand to it 
Anſwer, (0 you may ſtand to it be 
loved , whilt ,he that exhorts yo 
runs away, Fox-like, creeping inte 
his hole, &e. why 1s not his. hand tc 
;t.. Note fyrther, Keep zt, faith he 
as 4a memorial of the ſolemn tranſaion 
that have paſſed between God and yi 
Anſwer, Since God here is made part) 
concernel;z you that concern you 
| ſelv 


”. Qow fn Baptiſm. — 7 

ves therein, had need know when 
nd how God appeared .unto you; 
re elſe (if you be not wilfully blind) 
ou Will ſee all that ſtuff to be meer 
Inaginations, 1f-you cannot ſee them 
abe Deviliſh Inventions, the which 
zdeed they are 3 Now take this laſt 
Wdvice in theſe words : That you may 
ave recourſe unto it in Doubts and 
ſemptationsz what think you now, 
ther the Paper muſt bean Idol, or 
Whit? It is not Chriſt , therefore it 
juſt be an Idol, then the Author 
uſt be an Idolater; let them that 
ocern themſelves with it deny it if 
ey can : Hath not this a tendency of 
king void the love God through 
briſt Jeſus,, who is the way to God 
tof doubt, and through his power 
d wiſdom all doubts are reſolved; 
bo alſo is the ſuccourer of them that 
te tempted, and the deliverer ofthem 
ho are guided by him out of tempta- 
ons; into his holy Name al are to be 
aptized, Dipped, Plunged,that Sin and. 
quity may be brought under, and 
nſumed by Fire and his holy Spirit ; 
"=3 which 
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they 'may partake of its pure, holy na: 
ture to convert ſinners, and make wiſe 
 fimple and Ignorant people, who are 
ready to periſh' for want 'of know. 
ledge; the which is communicated tg 
them that fear God}, and wait to fee 
his bleſſed promiſe to extend his mercy 
and goodneſs therein, to overcome 
and give victory over that which ig 
evil and corrupt: But further he ad. 
viſethz To ſpread the writing beſore thei 
Lord, as if you would preſent it to him 


as your at and deed: So here is an ad 


and noat, ſometimes preſumed to be 
dons and ratified, then again - inf 
doubtful terms ;' as 1f you would dalff 
ſo,&*c. And faith the Author, when yi 
have done this ,: ſet your hand to it 
Arnſwer, (0 you may ſtand to it be 
loved , whilt he that exhorts yo 
runs away, Fox-like, creeping inte 
his hole, ee. why is not his hand tc 
it.. Note fyrther, Keep it, faith he 
as a memorial of the ſolemn tranſation 
that have paſſed between God and yi 
Anſwer, Since God here is made part) 
concerne1; you that concern you 

| ſelv 


*% therein; had nced know when : 


nd how God appeared .unto you; 
ire elſe (if you be not wilfully blind) 
ou Will ſee all that ſtuff to be meer 
Inaginations, 1f-you cannot ſee them 
abe Deviliſh Inventions, the which 
deed they are; Now take this laſt 


dvice in theſe words : That you may - 
Mave recourſe unto it in Doubts and 


[emptations; what think you now, 
ther the Paper muſt be an Idol, 
wriſt? It is not Chriſt , therefore ir 
uſt be an Idol , then the Author 
Suſt be an Idolater; let them that 
oncern themſelves with it deny it if 
hey can : Hath not this a tendency of 
king void the love God through 
briſt Jeſtis, who is the way to God 
ut of doubt, and through his power 
nd wiſdom all doubts are reſolved ; 
ſho alſo 1s the ſuccourer of them that 
te tempted,and the deliverer of them 
ho are guided by him out of tempta- 
ons ; into his holy Name al] arg to be 


aptized, Dipped, Plunged,that Sin and 


iquity may be brought under, and 
nlumed by Fire and his holy Spirit : ; 
S which 
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which i is vg one 'true bapriſe, throughar 
by himwho is to increaſe in all his Bleſſe 
Office as Prieſt to Miniſter according to t 
neceſſities of all that come unto him, : 
proper to open. the-Myſteries that are hi 
from the Wiſe and Prudent 3 a Biſhop of 
overſee what is lacking in the Church, 
Shepherd to lead: his-Flock in an out ,-an 
toFeed them in Green Paſtures of Life a 
Peace, a Phylitian to heal the Woundec 
a Prince to give forth his Righteous La 
and Decrees in his Churrh 3 where his Rig 
tcous, Holy Laws are writfen in the Hear 
is to be read and ſpread before all , that a 
whoare met in his holy Name , may partak 
ofhis Divine Nature ,, and fo become Hei 
of his everlaſting Kingdom , which ney 
ſha]l have end : So Blxſſed are they who bt 
lieve in.God, and do. not make haſte, b 
wait patiently for the fulfilling of his pre 
miſe; that you may be delivered and ken 
from Worſhipping the Inventions-of men: $ 
In good will to all whohavea detire to Trut 
5 this given forth by. 


The 27th dayofthe. 
8th, Month 1673, 


Stephen. Smith 


” m—— 


—_— o—_—__—— 


«An Anſwer to a Paper 
called, The Goſpels 
_ Glory, 


| h Paper Intituled , The Goſpels 


 Glory,or the Covenant of Grace 3 
and Grace of the Covenant, 
Unfolded. 
And for the better underſtanding of 
them who Impartially defire to know 
the Truth as its in Jeſus, 1s this brief 
Anſwer given. | 
' The Bleſſed Goſpel of Chriſt , glad 
Tydings of Chriſt, The 
Tower of God unto Salvation Rom, 1; 
to every one that believeth; 16, 17. 
therein is the righteouſneſs of 
God revealed from Faith to Faith - 
This was preached unto Abrahane 
Which was hundreds of years before 
Moſes, and therefore fo long before 
FY.7. his 
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274 An Anſwer to a Paper 
his Writings : And the ſame bleſſed 
___—_ Golſpei they which are of 
Gal. 2.8. the ſame faith with bleſſed 
Abraham, are bleſſed with 
him in the knowledge of ; this is-in- 
viſibly. to be felt and ſeen, to expel 
the Clouds of darkneſs and error, and 
torent the vail thereof ; and to break 
down the Partition wall which is 
made up through ſin and iniquity; 
and thus to finiſh ſin and put an end 
to tranſpreſſion, and to bring inever- 
laſting righteouſneſs; and herein isſþþ 


_ the righteoujnels of the law fulfilled 


in them that believe, through the Go-Ms 
ſpel of Chriſt, he being the end of the 


law for righteouſneſs to them that be-hiv 


lieve : And in this inviſible glorious 
work 1n opening the underſtandings 
of them that beheve, 1s the glory 0 
| the Goſpel manifeſtly ſhew. 
2 Cor. 4. ed: But if our Goſpel be hid 
34 it is hid to them that are liſt; 
| in whom the God of the Iorldv 
hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, leaſt the light of the glorioui 
Goſpel of Chriſt, whogs the Image of God, 


ſhould 


 calfed the Goſpels Glozy. © 275: 
pould ſhine unto thets 5 ſo unbehef "is 
he caiſe why people have.,not the 
knowledge of - the Goſpel which the 
apoſtle was not ſhamed of, 1t being 
he power of God unto ſalvation, the 
wwer of a Saviour, the wiſdoniof 
zSaviour; Chriſt Jeſus the Heavenly 
(an: Tn his bleſſed ſpiritual* ap-- 
earance: for the refreſhing of every 
mly | bungering and thirſting. ſoul; 
fer His righteouſhels : Tal to! >the 
baldtivths rh, the Goſpei ep +71 
E Was predched of me is Gal. I, Tt, 
ot after. man; for T nei-. 12% 
"* received it of man," nei- 
ther was I taught it, but by the ITY 
ton of Jeſi T Chriſt ; ſothat the bleffed 
olpel 1s an 1award glorious « work, 
mrought” by the'Spmrit' all power: of 
briſk Jeſus, the foundation of all'the 
rophets'and Apoſtles; on which _ 
me believers-were-and/ are built ,* 
be - {aa and honour of God: 4 
wet. 2712 4 
And whereas be fith, the grace 'of 
be Covenant unfolded; therein he 
bows what birth he is of; which 
| S 3 might ; 


_ 276. * AnAnlwertoaPapey 
in making of Balads, then to be found 
ſo preſumptuous inaftirming the grace 
of the Covenant unfolded in that dark 
(ner ſtuff in that Paper.) 
_* The grace of God being an ini 
ſible appearance of Gods holy Spiri 
unto all mankind, which is teſtified tal 
Paul and Tits : For the grace of Gus 
that bringeth Salvation , hath appearediby 
to all men, (Teaching us, &c.) $oher 
was and is the univerſal love of Goc 
to al mankind ; not willing. that an 
ſhould periſh, but that all might knoy 
the Truth and be ſaved ; So in thafWe: 
the-grace of God appears unto all, thiWſi 
tenders of his love is therein ſhewe 
to all without reſpe& of perſons ; Th: 
in every Nation they that fear Goil 
and work righteouſneſs: through thifh 
bleſſed operation of the grace of hffll 
holy Spirit, ſuch are accepted of himiiſ 
$0 than they are inthe way of a bk 
{fing, who believe in God. and wa 
mn a full affyrance ; And truſt in bin 
for the knowledge. of the infallibMi 
jeachings of grace, whereby way W 
435 24 | mill 


he Apoſtle did unfold the love of 
God, from what he had handled, felt 
ken, of the mercies and riches of Gods 
neat love toall mankind therein, be- 
ng a true witneſs of the love of God 
trough the grace of his holy Spirit ; 
by and in which the good of all was 
and is ſought, but indeed there be but 
kw that doth regard-it, though" his 
hand of love be fſtretcht out all the 
lay long : There be ſo many falſe 
Teachers, who by good Words and 
kir Speeches deceiyes poor ſimple 1g- 
torant people, through their great 
flouriſhing words about the grace of 
God 3 out of the ſenſible feeling of its 
effed vertue and power 1n its in- 
Allible Teachings and thereby bring- 
hg Salvation : And though this love 
of God bath appeared to all, all have 
tot the knowledge thereof, as they 
ad and have, who are true believers 
n God: As ſaid the Apoſtle to 7:- 
kw, Teaching us, ſo true believers 

""$ Bap * 


Baptized by one bleſſed] - Spirit inte 
one body; and. therein \ being re 
ceived into"Gods holy Covenant 6 
grace, ; cafior but cry out; Oh the 
vertue of Chrilt Jeſus by whom comes 
grace and truth, which is of a healing 
nature; glad tydings indeed unta 
wounded Souls, and none can be fur: 
ther truly (enlible of the.unfolding 0 
this love of God,to the refreſhing and 
comforting of their immortal Souls, 
' but by the feeling of its vertue and 
power, to quicken, revive and raiſe up 
- out of (in and iniquity the cauſe of 
death. | | 
And in his Poetry he ſaith ; Gods 
works preach notredemption from Fell, 
the name of Chriſt there is not legible. 
Anſ.-And in and by all Gods power- 
*ful and glorious works; both within 


man and without, 1s, the bleſſed and' 


powerful] name of Chrilt to be read 
and underltood : So its Gods works 

alone that preach redemp- 
| 2Cor.5.19. tion from the power of 


Hell and death, and there- 


ynis Chrifts holy. name legible : But 


' oP 
4 | 


1 ſ 


* callevtheGolpels Glo. 579. [A 
4v1t 1s written R that which 7s born'o | 
is fleſh, and ſo a heap of fleſhly' 
works are in-that Paper, to the ſhame 
of the Author , in giving them that 
Title, &*c- And as that which is born 
fleſh is fleſh, ſo that which is born of 
the ſpirit 7s ſpirit 3 and theſe two births 
ze contrary , for the birth of 'the 
l:(h, though it may (peak great ſwel- 
ing words, and tell of the victory of 
Chriſt, and truumph in ſwelling words 
of his fame, as in that Paper; yet it 
king a worker of iniquity., it muſt 
ave that Sentence , depgrt from me 3 
It can in no wiſe inherit the Kingdom 
fGod, thouga 1t may glory and ſay, 
[have preached and dene many things, 
jet its produd 1s but ſpiritual wick- 
dneſs got in a high place, which the - 
ndignation of the Lord is againſt, (@ 
Wt muſt be caſt out ; he that can re- 
eve it let him. 
And thus much might be ſaid as to 
he words in that Paper ; but to all: 
mpartial readers this 1s ſufficient, to 
onvince them that that Paperis none 
if the Goſpels glory, nor none of the . . 
ths. ..-; "Cove-"" <- 
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Copmiant of race, neither is the Co 
venant of grace at all there anfolded 
But it is a meer parcel of conceiying 
from the ſame imaginary ſpirit , thi 
uſes to be Implayed about making o { 
| Ballads, 


ll 
ll 


And fo in true. Jove to all uni; 


whom this may come, I counſel yo 
to mind the fear of offending God 


that you may be made ſenſible of thi 
blefſed appearance of the grace offffs 


Gods holy Spirit , that you may he 


received into the blefled Covenan 


thereof, and therein be witneſs of i 


ſufficiency, in teaching what to deny 


and what to do, this being the mean 


ordained of God for the good of all | 


and all that becomes ſenſible of th 


infallible teachings of the grace offi 


God; fuch will not wonder at Silen 


Meetings, as many do who are ou 


of the ſenſe of Gods. love therein 
many fuch grow deſpiſers, and won 
"der, and cannot beheve the effecuz 
works of rhe grace of Gods holy $pi 
rit, though in the demonſtration ant 
power thereof, they be declared ant 

put 


calledthe Goſpets Glezy. 28x 
abliſhed from time to time : And 1 
Wiſh all to take heed of being exalted 
trough vain glory m fleſhly works, 
MW. which are attended with ſorrow 
ad miſer y,and will bring all them that 
et there to the end, but in the Lord 
 cyerlaſting glory. And mind the 
ying ofthe Apoſtle to the F pheſiqus, 
Mt God who is rich in mercy "for his 
eat love n herewith he loved us 5 even 
phe we were acad #$# fins , bath he 
wickred us together with Chriſt , 
m4ce.yee are ſaved: So mind the bleſſed 
zachings of the .grace of God which 
x pure, holy and perfect in every de- 
Wree, and this the mark which all 
fould. (et before them as they expe&t 
Mo run well in their Heavenly race, 
nd obtain the bleſſed peace of God 
o their Souls, which 1s the willot 
God; and in the knowledge thereof 
vive this Teſtimony, who,am what 
lam by Cods Grace, and therein a 
well wiſher to all who are truly (eek- 
ng after the knowlcdge © of Cod, in 
which love I reſt, 
The 11 th, day of the 
ub 13th, Month, 1674. - Stephen Smith- 
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A Teſtimony to the way 
of Truth and Life, 
. with ſeaſonable Ex- 


hortations thereunto. 
EL JOR «* | 


FT Hat which hath been of lowWnt 
KF degree and little eſteem with 
| mankind 3 now 1s the: LordWo! 
God exalting and will exalt and ſet 
over all ; the bleſſed Way, Truth and 
Life, Chriſt ' the ſame yeſterday, toff 
day, and for ever, the bleſſed way offi 
the Lord opened unto the 'wiſe in 
hagt, but ever was and 1s a miſtery 
(hurt and hid from the wicked ; the! 
_ Vultures eye hath not ſeen 1t, nor the 
_unclean (cannot enter into it 3 bat a 
Fountain is opened ( praiſe to - the 
Lord for ever) to waſh and to cleank 
from (a and iniquity, and: (o'to fit 
and prepare for the way of Truth Fr 
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fe. Bleffed - are hed laws truſt in 


heLord, and keep their minds ſtay-' 


dupon the bleſſed manifeſtation of 
is light, and love and mergy unto 
hem therein \ with-their eye ſingle 
nto the Lord, whoſe bleſſed ſprings 
f hife and true refreſhment, will in 
he Lords time and ſeaſon riſc m the 
carts of ſuch, to the great conſolati- 
Mn, and peace, and reſtoftheir Souls ; 
hom theSpirit of theLord will guide 
mto the knowledge and underſtan- 
ing the pure and unchangable Re- 
von whieh comes from above, where 
he true Worſhip which Chriſt did 
nd doth ſet up in the Spirit and 
[ruth, will be witneſſed : And this 
Wing poſſeſſed and enjoyed, all the 


ale Religions and Worſhips which 


re out of the way of Truth and Life 
ill be diſcovered ; and keeping low 
the ſilence of the earthly and (en- 
il wiſdom, wiſdom which is pure 
om above will be manifeſt, and 
rein the works: of the bleſſed day 
the Lord will be ſcen, whois work- 
7a reformation 1n the Earth, 11 re- 
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| 284 A-Tellimony tothe WF 
ſtoring the bleſſed language of Tru 
_ and ſetting up Truth, and Righteoulf 
neſs, and Mercy, and Peace; an; 
vring pg a people to a pure languag 
to ſpeak the Truth, from the guiding 
and leadings of the Spirit of Trut 
which was Prophefied of ; That i: 
. Lord would power out of his Spirit uf 
on all fleſh, Sons and Daughters : \ 
the glory of the Lord ſhall be reve 
led, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it togethe! 
Bleſſed are they who believe anlff 
truſt in rhe Lord, and patiently w: 
for the fulktilling of his promiſe, tor tt 
Lord will afſuredly ſtain the glor 
ing of all the fle(hly births 3 and crez 
and bring forth a ſpiritual birth, un 
which all his bleſſed promiſes ar 
And the Kingdoms of this Wolf: 
ſhall become the Lords and his Chrill 
and he ſhall reign for ever; and Wir 
will exalt his everlaſting Kingdoii 
and of the increaſe of his Gove 
ment there ſhall be no end: Tile 
peaceable Kingdom of the Son of Ii 
love, 1s in righteouſneſs, peace alWc: 
joy in his holy Spirit z whoſe Tab 
nal 


Vl 8 ; 


-nacle is with men, and the Ark and PUTS 
the Teſtimony, and the Mercy Seat 
over all his works. , where he doth 
commune With them.z he takes plea- 


fire in and makes known his good - 


will and pleaſure unto mankind, who 
receiving freely, communicates free- 

ly the good will and pleaſare of the 
Lord; here is the Wine and. Milk 
without, Money or Price: And the 
Spirit ſaith come, and the Bride ſaith 
come, and he that heareth ſaith come, 

and he that will come let him come, 
and take of the water of life freely: 
for-a fountain is open where life ma- 
nifeſts it ſelf freely; and the ſtreams 

ff Babylox are drying up, where the 
Whore with her guilded Cup of Sor- 
reries and Witchcraft hath ſat; a 
Wup of Wormwood and Gaul is fil- 
d Wing to her , and a Bed of Torment 
dol#ill be the portion of her Merchants, 
verifind all that receive her mark, and 
TiWear it on their forehead, or in the 
of Wand : So bleſſed are they who de 
e 1Wſcape out of Babylon, and (et. their 
[ abaces towards Z7oz the holy City, 
na_ | where 


2... a 
' wherethe ſubſtince 3 is injoyed, and 
- that which*was figured and typified 
in the Law and Covenant given forth 
'jn Mount Sinai , mn the Goſpel in 
Mount 92 is poſleſfſed the bleſfed 
Law and Covenant, in the Mind and 
in the Heart; Chriſt m us the hope of 
Glory , the Subſtance ; and herein 
that -which the Lord hath ordained 
for peace 1s witneſſed, andin and b 
this great Ordinance are all Ordi- 
nances neceſſary to Salvation: clear| 
underſtood : So blelled are they whe 
ceaſe from their own vain labour and 
works, and believe -and wait upo 
the Lord to partake of his glorious 
works, to expel the clouds of dark 
neſs, and to command his Light tc 
ſhine out of 1t in the heart to giv 
the light of the knowledge of thi 
glory of God , 1m the face of Jeſu 
Chriſt; here's the pure powerful foun 
dition which God hath laid for al 
mankind to beheve in and build u 
on, aud all that Jabour in darkneſs 
comprehend what the Light is, its a 


vain labour ; though Light do! 
{hin 


"*þ 


ine ins darkneſs}, yet-:dirkneſs can- . 
ot comprehend it; 'and Chriſt knew. - 
mat he ſaid, when he ſaid, T am the 
light of the WoÞld, though the World 
rough malice, envy 'and prejudice 
x ſo corrupted and darkened, that 
is become unto them a- ſtumbling 
me and-arock of offence ; yet he is 
x Light of the World, and doth 
cit the Candle of the wicked : but 
hen the , wicked are'lighted; and 
xir wickedneſs manifeſt , they of- 
n hate Light that makes manifeſt 
faly wickednef , and puts .out the 
andle, and (6 adds fin to fin in; gets 
covers to hide their tranſgrefltz 
:: And to ſuch 'the:: hands of the 
dis ſtretched: out in the love and 
cy to them, but all pain-ſayers of 
0 turh into vanity ; calling good 
1, and evilgood, light darkneſs;and 
Wkneſs they call light , and herein 
g7 reject loye and mercy, and 1im-+ 
ce hatred, and lay other founda» 
5 Which the Lord hath not laid, 
d ſo .labour in vain; and build in 
In, which are all tor the fire , and 
F  -:- 
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Lord hath ſpoken it. Oh that pe 
ple would conſider and be wile, ar 
not go on to proyoke the Lord t 
hut them out into utter darkneſs ; fe 
out of darkneſs people are invited 
turn to the Light , and from Satar 
 powerunto God, that they may hay 
a ſenſe and knowledge of his love ar 
mercy, who gives remiffion of ſinst 

_ them who truly and unfeignedly r 
pent of them, and forſake them, a 

_ proving themſelyes before: him in 
doing, and imbraceth that love an 
mercy and good will therein, and i, 
watching and walking in his lighky: 
there will be more light and unde, 
Randing given of his way, truth af, 
Hfe, the which he is making know. 
in the Earth and his Salvation amolhþ. 
his people. EEE LE — 
.- Therefore be admoniſhed not WW, 
provoke him, and harden your heal. - 
againſt his reproofs,for in ſo doing iſt; 
will be more and more confound. 
and your bonds of corruption in dai 
© Neſs will be made ſtronger, and why 


= Spirit hath done friving and 16D 
e light and counce] thereof bz taken 
vm you, then will you be left int 
iter darkneſs whete is weeping and 
wiſhing of Teeth : For of a Truth 
kt Lord is riſen in great power to 
jak down all the Pleaſant pictures 
id likeenefſes which mankind in their 
trupt willsand affeQtion have made 
[ Religions and Worſhips, and 
rough their dark inmagitiary works 
gein, they have oppoſed the Lords 
King known the tte Religion and 
þ true Worſhip which Chriſt did © 
x doth fet up in Ts Spirit of Truth; . 
dis tanding and reftiains firti and 
changeable. 
lknd therefore in the bowels of 
el] admoniſh all you who are not 
ve to a true ſenſe arid Experience 
the Lords good will and pleaſiire 
ping known his way, Truth and 
, bur are in ſonie teniderheſs in 
ting after the Lord for the kndw- 
: of his g60d will and pleaſure 
in: I defire- you to be perſwa- 
lo conſider whether you have be- 
T3 lieyed 


290 A Teffimony to the ' 
lieved in the Light that comes froj 
him, and Jeads to him 3 and if yo 
were true believers in God and in hi 
Chriſt; then you cannot deny the ma 
_ nifeſtation of love and light tha 
comes from him 3; for what is know 
of God is manifeſt in us, he ſhews il 
unto: Oh itsa good thing to waitupM 
en the Lord in Truth, with a fingl@ 
eye unto him who fits with light an 
underſtanding, of his bleſſed way-. 
Truth and Life; Chriſt that was be 
fore Abraham, and was in the bode 
which was prepared for him to df 
the will of his Father , in which b$ 
ſuffered without the Gates of Je 
ſalem by wicked hands, and role MW) 
gain and ſhewed 'himſe}f unto man 
hundreds of witneffes, atd hath mand: 
thouſand witneſſes this day of his ll 
ferings and reſurrection 3- who 18 tl 
ſame yeſterday, to day, and forevif 
a miſtery which is hid from WW* 
worldly. wiſe and prudent, who li 
in an exaltation above the pure, IF* 
manifeſtation of the Light of 0al* 
holy Spirit ; and ſo neglecting i" 


* WHayof Truth and Life. 297 
qe thing neceſſary, do live in the 
MWuny things where offence to the 
Milt 15 given dayly , and the movings 

{ Gods good Spirit 1s grieved and 

wenched 3 and then comparing them- 

ves with themſelves, and meaſur- 

;g themſelves by themſelves, they 

te not wiſe in heart; and therefore 

re they ſhut out from the knowledge 

f the way of Truth and Life. 

-Therefore I do perſwade all to wait 

wat wiſdoms gate for the opening 

hereof, that your hearts may be ſea- 
ned with grace; and then that 
ich hath been of low degree, as to 
te eſteem mankind hath had of ir, 
y the ſavour of Gods grace, 1t will 
> beloved and eſteemed, and exa]- 
d;and thoſe dark immaginary works 
lunch hath been lets and hindrances 
fthe knowledge of the Truth, Way, 
(d Life 3 they will be hated and dii- 
eemed : And things will be put in 
der by the true wiſdom, to the 
raiſe and honour of God, and to rhe 
eat peace and comfort of all the 
uly bumble in heart: And tous in, 
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a few .plain words is this Teſtimony 
of Truth given forth' for the Informa 
tion of the truly breathing and thirſt 
ing Souls after the Way, Truth and 
Life, and the righteouſheſs therein 
The which the Lord God Almight 
exalt more and more-unto. the break 
ing forth of the day. of his perfe@tloy 
unto all them that ſeek him wn Trutt 
and with an upright heart. 
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the 9th, Month, 
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"Which 1s the 


1GHT MEN. 


Exalted above the 


AWORKSs of DARKNESS. 


Bing an Anſwer to a 
BOOK ; Inticuled, The Fun- 
damentel Error of the Quakers 

Detefed. 


By an Author who wa con* 
cealed his Name: 


Werein is proved,, That men may 


| wot become Chriſtians by m_ 
the Light within. 


— 


Rom, 1, 18, 19. For the wrath of God is res 
vealed from Heaven againſt all yngodlineſs 
and unrighteouſneſs of men, who hold the 
Iruth in unngghteouſneſs : Becauſe that 
which may be of God is manife(t in 
| them, for God bath ſewed tt unto them. 
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fn Anſwer to a Book Tatituled, 
The Foyndamental Error of 
the Quakers derefted 3 Or, 
That men dv not Levonks 
Chriſtians by following the 
Lighr within, wichour Oar- 


Dh Teaching, Oc. 


Heſe are the works of the 
power of Darkneſs, torender 
the Light of Chriſt Jeſus of 

t ſelf inſufficient 'to lead inco Chri- 
lanity 3 wherem the Author of the 
dook hath ſufticiently manifeſted his 
olly, in undertaking to detett that 
or Error , Which 1s a fundamental 

ruth, ; 
Indecd he hath made a bold at- 
empt m tis dark comprehcafion, 
Zolng about to limit the Jeading 
{ the Light of Chriſt Jelus, which 
LiWS 
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ſhews plainly that he is not acquain- 
ted with the way thereof'; and in 
adyenturing to ſpeak and to affirm 
things ſo confidently, that he hath 
no' knowledge of; this beſpeaks him 
to be a raſh inconliderate man : But 
leaſt we ſhould know him , (like a 
Coward ) he hath concealed his 
Name. - And in our reaſonable and 
faithful confidence in Chriſt, the Way 
Truth and Life, we cannot give ſuch 
dark ignorant works better enter: 
tainment then they deſerves; and b 
giving of them their due entertain 
ment according to Truth , we have 
cauſe to believe the endeavors of ſuc 
dark immaginary Spirits will groy 
weaker.and weaker, and the turn 
ing of things upſide down (as the Au 
thor of that Book and his Generati 
on hath done) will prove a muſerabl' 
hard travel and labour, that will ea” 
 Ingreat ſorrow and trouble. * 
But to come to the buſineſs 1n : 
brief manner as may be, that Ima 
not be tedious to the unprejudice 
Reader: This ſhort anſwer 1s ce | 
Mena 
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mended , thewing th 
dark Spirit 3' by anſwering only ſome 
particulars ; Such manner of work as 
this having-been often anſwered b 
many worthy Servants of the Lord, 
the which are faithful witneſſes a- 
gain(t all ſuch dark works. 
By the way let it be remembred; 
1. That we truly own the holy Scrip- 
tures, and all true and effeQual out- 
yard Teaching in their place, as pro- 
ceeding from the holy Spirit. 2. That 
by the aſliſtance of the ſame Spirit 
only, the Scriptures, ec. . are truly 
to be underſtood.and be made profi- 
table. 3. This Spirit works imme- 
diatly in the underſtanding , where 
fver outward means becomes . ef- 
k&tul. 4. Divine Light and Inſpira- 
tion being all ſufficient to teach imme- 
Midatly,. it is not to be limited to out- 
ward means. 


Firſt, to prove the ſufficiency of 
the Light of Chriſt Jefus to lead into 
tme-Chriſtianity, either without out- 
ward teaching, or by it : The. Lord 
God of Heaven and Earth be his glo- 
r10us 
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\ - 298: TheLifeof Chtff Exalted 
- - rTiousand powerfyl outgoings in the 
Light, - being not to be limited ; take 
twoor three inſtances out of the Pro- 
phets concerning this bleſſed leader, 
the Light of Chriſt within, P/al. 97. 
T1.- Light is ſown for the righteous and 
ladneſs for the upright in heart ; and 
| Zig David, rejoyce in the Lord ye righ- 
feons, and give thanks at the remen- 
Brance of his bolineſs: The which 
many thouſands'do this day, (by the 
ſpringing up of this ever bleſſed Light 
within) even where outward Teach- 
ing is not; and by the effequal work- 
ing in its powerful operation in ſpring- 
ing up out of darkneſs, many who 
had thename of that they were not, 
were both convinced and converted 
and led into true Chriſtianity : And 
Tfaiah propheſying the coming of; 
_ Chriſts kingdom, faith ſa. 2. 5. ON 
honſe of Jacob, came ye, and let us walk 
in the light of the Lord; and in the 
55 Chap. 4 v. Behold T have given hin 
for a witneſs to the people, a leader ani 
crmandey to the people : And of this 
Covenant, this light promiſed to in- 
LO lighte 


® 


lighten theGentiles: Joh the great- 
eſt Prophet that was born of a woman, 
| God ſent to be a witneſs that all 
through him might believe, and this 
Teſtimohy of the true light that ligh- 
'teneth every man that comes into the 
| World, he had frem God who ſent 
| hitn, and not man's Teaching : And 
Paul (a1th, Gal. 1. 12. ſpeaking of 
the Goſpel : For I neither recerved it. 
of ma), neither was ] taught it 5 but” 
by the * Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt : So 
here men were made Chriſtians by 
| Chriſt the Light of the World, With- 
out outward Teackirig, ahd this over- 
throws-the affirmation of the Author 
of that Book , who ſaith; That men 
donot become Chriſtians by following the 
Light within, without outivard Fack- 
ime 5 But the Aithor may know 
OW that theſe men trive Chriſtians, and 
IRElmen; But 1 do affirm that there was 
never a true Chriſtian made by metis 
Teaching, without the leading and 
puiding of the Light of Chriſts Spirit 
vithin z' and that 1s by the leading of 
Chriſt within, that people are made 
true 
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true Chriſtians, and the gainſaying of 


the Truth is. the: cauſe there are (6 
many falſe Chriſtiats now adays, by 

. + reaſon of ſuch natural men as the 
_ - Author of that Book+:mamifeſts him: 
 ſelfto be,being ignorant of the Light, 
not knowing the way thereof ; nei- 
thet doth he know the fundamenial 

. principle of the people called Qui- 

| kers, the which is a manifeſt token of 
| - the groſs darkneſs that he is under, 
| In that he preſumes to call that error 
| - ' which heisaſtrangerto: But neither 
C. henor any elfe hath yet proved out 
| oppoſing the leading and guiding c 
the Light of Chriſt within , to its 
leadings and guidings m Teaching 
without : But we do oppole its bleſſed 
Leading withitt and Teaching with: 
out, to ſuch dark unchriſtian-like Spt- 
rits that doth not know the way 
thereof; who in ſuch like dark works 
in a high degree of pride and arro-jiſſco 

- gancy, are goitig about to limit and 
ſet bounds to the works of the Lord 
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-. So that which he a 


Darkneſs. 3or 
Ils a fundamen- 


that it is poſſible with God this day 
and time, as well as in days paſt, to 
lad by the Son of his love into true 
ward Teaching) of which Truth the 
Lord God Ws, 

living witneſles this day , and by his 
arm and power-he is raifing up more 
dayly, who are built upon the ſame 


les and the Primitive Chriſtians 
were built upon, againſf which work 
and foundation.-the gates of Hell can- 
not prevail. Eo 
This Covenant , this Light, this 
Witneſs, this bleſſed Leader, ( Gods 
bve, Gods gift to the people ) all 
bind that it did not only inſpire im- 


fople 3 by which Inſpiration people 
come TO underſtand when they have 


an accuſe them 3 by this love wick- 
&d people are made (enfible of their 
nckedneſs, though indeed , as it is 

written 
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tal Error, is a fundamental Truth 5 


Chriftianity ( with (or without) out- + 


raiſed abundance of 


foundation that,the Prophets ; Apo- 


nediatly the Apoſtles, but alſo the 


done evil, even when none withouts 


{© 303 TheLifeof Chit Exalted 
| : written, the Cafldle of the wicked it 
| often put out; yet many times they 
are overcome with the Light and 
Love of God therein, that thereby 
they forſake their evil (and turn from 
their wickedneſs;) and by yielding 
' their members ſervants . ynto | this 
righteous appearance of the grace 
of God, and by obeying the intal- 
lible teaching thereof, many have 
been converted. into the true Chri: 
ſtians faith ; and by the Ttuth (anGi- 
fied, and then juſtified through their 
\ . obedience to the Heivenly gift offiÞ 
God are-made true and living Chri-W" 
ſtzans, abiding the Baptiſnr of Chrilt/F' 
who Baptizeth with Fire and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ; and therein are confirmed 
and ſettled under the ſhadow of hiWug! 
wing, whole fruit is very precious 
and pleaſant: And it is by this Light: 
that the voice of the true Shepherd! 
comes to be known from the fall 
*hepherd z thus by grubbing up the 
root of the tree , the branches mul 
reeds fall with it. EY 
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| Page 4. He 6 9669 thus, viz. Tou 
now 7. was faid by our bleſſed Saviour, 
bat ſkrait is the gate and narrow is the 
uy that leadeth unto life, aud few there 
that find it: And T little doubt but 
hat air appearance at firſt of a greater 
hitneſs and narrowneſs in your way, 
en in theirs that differs from you ;, was 
temptation to ſome injudicions per- 
118 & '©> -, . : 
| Anſwer, If we were not in the fame 
nit and narrow way . that Chriſt did 
rak' 'of, where we are partakers of 
ods great love in that reft and peace 
hich he hath prepared for them that 
lieve, fear and love him, it were an 
ematter to go back again into the 
ad way; there be opportunities 
mwgh given beſides this great one 
en by this Author of that Book in 
groſs abominable Infinuations - But 
his the'manner of ſuch dark Spirits, 
pretend great love to the Souls of 
Wes, and are fiot in a capacity to pity 
[love their own. 
ut he ſaith , That might have beer' 
F had we conf dered 1 the ſtri< 


ne " 


0 o WEE nd: ib . FR — 
ORCS 226273, ARR. 2s alt a Bra ; | 
TOME. ESE: AE; by ——_ "Y 4 38 q : "YH. OE fg » _— 4 
be et 1 * ha, _ 4 LAKE LT ACS 4 q URS: eH " ; Man as "ox F $1... 490 A Tags» """** 

, : : IT , a» P FEST 7 NO "3, 
wo \* : Wnt, p ; _ - , "LIN a. IVY 
9 4 % p 2 , . , . 

: | F : ke D ; | 2 ra | 304 


' meſs and narrowneſs , conſiſting in out 
ward anfterities and incivilities, &« 
Agſwer, whither may a rambler pc 
when he is tnrned into the way of mi 
chief, and purſues his journey with 
out care of what will be the end of it 
But I perceive this1s his great troub] 
as it was Hamans, Mordicai would nc 
bow to him 3 we not going out of th 
faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt into th 
reſpe& of perſons, but faithfully keer 
ing his commands, and abiding in h 
Dodrine; the which 1s true what 
ever he wickedly ſuggeſts to the col E 
trary : This he accounts Incivilities anff a 
a piece of Superſtition of our own dF Þ: 
vi{iing 5; and that ſeveral orders amor x: 
the Papiſts have been built upon II fv 
fame bottom 3 (but mind) all this whil P 


bis name is concealed, ſhewing that I de; 
is not willing others ſhould know wi or 
bottom he 1s built upon 3 but whotl v 


are wiſe can expect any better ir me 
of {uch a corrupt tree that grows cr: 
on the root of [Immaginations ? ke bj] the 
nothing elſe for his bottom of all lik 
be bath (aid. ® tec 


4 


loofly and caſt off this yoak,, and that is 
in not governing your ſpirits , paſſions 
and tongues accortling to the Laws of his 
Kingdom, &c. And this he infers from 
\ ſome words he hath taken out of F4- 
ward Burronghs's Book, as thou curſed, 
thou beaſt to whom the Plagues of God 
are due, a reprobate,, a Child of dark- 
neſs thou art thou diſobedient one, &C. 
Anſwer, By this1t 1s manifeſt, that 
if that Author had been in the falſe 
Prophets dayes, he would have been 
as much offended with the rrue Pro- 
phets for calling the falſe Prophets 
greedy dogs, and dumb dogs, and many 
ſuch like words 3 and as David ſaid 
Tal. 49. 12. Man being in honour abi- 


or if he had beenin that day of Chriſt, 


meek , but in his reproofs of Hypo- 
crifie he was very ſharp, as appears 1n 
theſe words, Wo to you Hypocrites, 
likening them to whited Walls, pain- 
ted Sepulchresz and he ſaid to them 

0 4 who 


deth not, he is like the beaſts that periſh 3, 


who indeed was very humble and - 


' abovethe wooksorDatknefs. 405 
And he goes on in page 6, 7-in theſe *|'} 
words: Je have taken liberty to walk 
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' eſs and narrowneſs , conſiſting in on 
ward auſterities and incivilities, & 
Azſwer, whither may a rambler p( 
when he is tnrned into the way of mi 
chief, and purſues his journey with 
out care of what will be the end of it 
But I perceive thisis his great troub] 
as it was Hamans, Mordicai would nc 
bow to him 3 we not going out ofth 
faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt into ti 
reſpeCt of perſons, bur faithfully keep 
ing his commands, and abiding inh 
Dodrine; the which is true whatf 
| ever he wickedly ſuggeſts to the cor 
trary: This he accounts Incivilitiesa 
a piece of Superſtition of our ownd 
vi{ing 5 and that ſeveral orders amot 
the Papiſts have been built upon ti 
- fame bottom 3 (but mind) all this wh 
his name is concealed, ſhewing that 
is not willing others ſhould know w 
bottom he is built upon 3; but whot 
are wiſe can expe any better f 
of ſuch a corrupt tree that grows. 
on the root of Immaginations ? heh 
nothing elſe for his bottom of all tl f 
he bath ſaid. | 


1 


And he goes on in page 6, 7.in theſe + 
words i le have taken liberty to walk, 
loofly and caſt off this yoah,, and that is 
71 ts fee. uh. print p-- tos, paſſions 
and tongues according to the Laws of his 
Kingdom, &c. And this he infers from jy 
ſome words he hath taken out of Fd || 
ward Burronghs's Book, as thou curſed, 
thou beaſt to whom the Plagues of God _ | 
are due, a reprobate , a Child of dark9 "| 
neſs thou art thou diſobedient one, &c. - Ki 

Anſwer, By thisit is manifeſt, that 1} 
if that Author had been in the falſe 
Prophets dayes, he would have been 
as much offended with the rrue Pro- 
phets for calling the falſe Prophets 
greedy dogs, and dumb dogs, and many 
ſuch like words 3 and as David ſaid | 
Tal. 49. 12. Man being in honour abi= |"! 
deth not, he is like the beaſts that periſh;, ' | 
or if he had beenin that day of Chriſt, KO 
who indeed was very humble and - 
meek , but in his reproofs of Hypo- Wa 
crifie he was very ſharp, as appears Kol 
theſe words, Wo to you Fypocrites, iN 
likening- them to whited Walls, pain- 
ted Sepulchres; and he (aid to them 

| 2 who 


[ 706- The Life of Chaiſt Exalted = 
- who ſuppoſed themſelves to'be the 
Children of Abraham, and that they: 
had one Father, even God; But Chriſt. 
ſaid unto them, ye are of your Father the 
Devil: And he ſaid unto the Scr7bes 
and Phariſees, ye Serpents , ye genera- 
tion of Vipers , how can ye eſcape the 
damnation of Fell? And the Apoſtle 
Paul aith, whatſoever he be that preach- 
eth any other Goſpel then that which we 
have preached unto-you, let him be ac- 
curſed; Here is but a hint of muchthar 
might be ſaid, what the Language of 
the Spirit of Truth was 1n thoſe days 
againſt thoſe dark oppofite Spirits to 
the way of Truth; and there 1s no 
queſtion but Fdward Borronghs knew 
what Spirit of oppoſition he had to en- 
counter with , that by the Light of 
Chriſt Jeſus he knew what was the 
portion of that Spirit : But let the Au- 
thor of that Book, or any for him, 
prove if they can, that ever Edward 
Borrougis did do any wrong either to 
Man, Woman or Child, 
And ne faith, ({peaking of Chriſt) 
be kath ſtrily injoyned his followers to 


be 


. " 


above the wozks of Darkneſs. 307 


be LOT! and lowly in heart, to eſteem 


of no man, &c, and-not to judge, &Cc. 
Anſwer, But all this while this man 
that doth thus preſcribe from what is 
written, what others ſhould do, he 
himſelf doth not ſo; It appears by 
concealing of his name, he 1s not wil- 
Ing to be known; But ſure when 


he bethinks himſelf, he cannot ſuppoſe 


that the ſpirit of Truth: doth lead its 
followers to eſteem Hypocrites, and 
thoſe that oppoſe the way thereof ( a- 
bove them that are led and guided by 
t. 

And fure the Author by diſeſteem- 
ing of the Light of Chriſt, that ligh- 
teneth every man that comes into the. 
World, rendering it a natural Light, 
x he hath done in many places, is be- 
come very blind 1ndeed ; if he thinks 
the Spirit of Truth did forbid the 
jdgment of Truth : by theſe words 
of Chriſt Mat. 7. Judge not, that ye be not 
) judged , this he ſpake to Hypocrites 
;) (bar went about to pull out a mote out 
;; ff others eyes, and the beam remained 
3 n 


others better then themſelves, to ) ſpeakevil Y 


[| 308. The Lifeof Chiilt Exalted 
in their own ; ſaying, Thou Hpocrite, 

|  firſs caſt out the beans out of thine own 

| eye, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt 
out the mote ont of thy Brothers eye: 
But ſuch groſs darkneſs hath happened 
to many that do not believe in the 
Light, and not knowing the way of 
the Spirit of Truth ; yet for ſiniſter 
ends in great preſumption , undertakes 
to corre& them who are born of the 
ſame, and are in meafure acquainted 
with the way thereof; as that dear and 
faichful Servant of the Lord Edward 
Burroughs was, as may be ſeen by his 
works, which ſtand a witneſs againſt 
deceitful flattering Tongues : But this 
is the old way of the enemy and ad- 
verſary of the peace and happineſs of 
Souls, to cover his hatred and malice 
with ſmooth flattery in words : As faith 
: David 1n another caſe, Pſal. 55. 21. The: 
words of his mouth were ſmosther then 
Butter, but war was in his heart; bis _ 


words were ſofter then Oyl , yet were the 
as drawn Swords. 


But to ſpeak the Truth, by the lead 
ing and gujding of the Spirit of Truth 


Dl above the works of Darknefs. 399 k 
25 the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles |} 
did ; though 1n very ſharp reproofs to 
gainſayers,1s not againft true humility, 
nor a ſpeaking evil of any man. 

In Page. 11; The Author ſaith, Nez- 
ther you are not guilty of rejeting Gods 
pay and method of converting men to, Wh, 
md keeping them in the way of ſaving RN 
Faith, Repentance and Evangelical obe- A, 
dience 5 and of inventing and chufing Wal 
one of your own, &c. Which method he LSY 
inſtances out of two Authors, Edward ko 
Burroughs's Book, and one of W:/ia WG 
Tens. . 

The which is as followeth word for 
word. | 
the works of Edward Burrough, 
c[vbo you are pleaſed to ſtile that true 
Prophet in the Title page, which are | 
h publiſhed by you 3 there are theſe ſay- "E:0 
, Wings: In page 252, thus, HZ:s pure Spirit FI, 

is put into the inward parts, to be the kf 
tle and guide of life in all things : And E 
ipa1n, Orly by the teaching of the eter- 
val Spirit, is the living God known in 
the Creature. Again page 408. It 3s 
promiſed (laith he) that the Spirit ſhall 
+ - lead 


370, TheLife of Chaiſt Eraited 
lead into all Truth, aud ſuch do own the 
Scriptures , but not as their Teacher: 
/ ' for the anointing awells in them , and 
F they need no man toteach them , but az 
that anointing teacheth all things ; for all 
the Children of Gdd are taught of God, 
and need not any other Teacher, n0r need 
to ſay one to another, know the Lord :, and 
all ſuch own the Scriptures to be the Teſti- 
mony of that which they believe and have 
' received + And again in page 834. The 
only perfe# rule of Conſcience in the ex-+ 
erciſe to God is the Spirit of Chriſt , and 
not any other thing: And becanſe ſome-M 
thing befides the Spirit of God exerciſes 
the Conſcience; therefore it is that there 
are ſo many wayes and Sefds of Religion 
and kinds of Worſhip in Chriſtendom and 
amang Chriſtians, while the Spirit off 
* Chriſt only is not the rule of Judgment 
and exerciſe of Conſcience to, God and 
an: Again page 861. The judgment 
in that matter ( Hereſie ) muſt be juſt, 
- equal, holy, and (only) by the Spirit of 
C briſt which is infallible, and gives in- 
fallibility of Judgement and diſcerning 
Juto all caſes and things, 4 ; 
| 4 


* above the wozksof Darkneſs. 31 r Vial 

- Mr. Pen ſpends the fourth Chapter i 

of tis late Book 3 Intituled , Reaſor - 
104in$t Railing, to prove that the Light 
within, and not the Scriptures is the 
ule of Faith and praCtice, In page. 47, 
he faith , We dare boldly affirm in the 

ume of the Lord that the great reaſon of 
wr belzef concerning thennthe Scriptures is 
wt any outward thing ; but inward Teſti- 
mny recorded, and Eeavenly Amen that 
we have received from the holy Light 
vithin us, to the Truth and faithfulneſs 
if thoſe ſayings Again p. 48. Where- 
bre the Scriptures nre ſo far from being 
lhe great rule of faith and praFice ;, that 
the Light of « briſt within 4s, is both our 
parrant and rule for fagth and obedience 
them. Again page 114+ Let it be ye- 
werbred, (aith he, that Chriſt promiſed 
þ ſend the ſpirit of Truth to lead into all 
Imth; as much as to ſay, none 'are led 
mo the Truth, nor in the Truth, but by 
te holy Spirit of Truth; or that their 
mice is a lye, or they are led into a 
e, who are not led by the Spirit of Truth, 
bat alone leads into all the ways of Truth; 
there by Truth is not meant the meer 
po Letter 
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312 The Lifeof@ThaſtEralted I 
Letter of the Scripture, which notwith-W. 
ſanding is true : But the wing, powers 
ful Truth, Chriſt the Way, the Truth and 
the Life ; of which the Scripture is but 4 
record or declaration. And page 115, 
Meny may run into the praGice of ſveral 


' outward things mentioned in the Scri 
tures, to have been the praFice of Saints 
in former Ages, and yet not be led ini 
the Truth ; for all that is but Will-woh 
ſhip, imitation and unwarrantable. 

Now let all the wiſe in heart, whe 
do retain ſo much of ſenſe of the Spi 
. rit of Truths leading and operation 
thereof in them, as that thereby the 
are in ſome degree in a capacity tc 
judge of ſpiritual matters, and tha n 
have a deſire that God may not tak; 
away his holy Spirit from them : I lay, 
let all ſuch in the coole of the day, 
when all ſelf Intereſt is laid aſide, judg 
whether theſe men, Edward Burroughhg 
and William Pez , and all them wi; 
are of the ſame Faith and JudgmenF# 
with them, do deſerve ſuch ftrang 
contradicton as the Author of thi 


TOC 
Ie 


Book hath raiſed and 'made again 


them. : | 


above the wazks of Darkneſs. 313 | 
To be ſure their method (as he 
& it) isclearly agreeing with Chriſt 
d his Apoſtles : Chriſt Jeſus the Light 
'the World, the Way , Truth and 
fe, did dire his followers to take. 
xd to the Spirit. of Truth that re- 
weth the World of fin, ec. and he 
unſelled them to take that for their 
ude 1nto all Truth : And ought not 
| Chriſtians to be followers of Chriſt 
cir Lord and Maſter z and how is it 
ſible that any ſhould fellow Chriſt, - 
cept they be led by the Spirit of 
mth in themſelves ? And he that ſteals 
may their minds from that guide, 
15a Thief; and as Chriſt ſaid, The 
ref comes to ſteal, to Murder and to 
Witroy; but I am come that you may 
we Life , and that ,you may have it 
we abundantly. 
And the Apoſtle Paxl 1s very open 
Md plain in his Teſtimony concerning 
"Wis matter, in theſe words , The things 
f God knows no man , but the Spirit of 
Wood ; by this the deep things of God 
"We ſearched out ; And are there not 
any deep things of God contained in 
Scrip- 
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Scriptures > The which is not poſh 
to be underſtood and ſearcht out i 
any other Spirit , but only and alo 
by the Spirit of Truth ; therefore thi 
muſt needs be a ſufficient teacher 
mankind without the Scripture, as 
was to Abel, Enoch,and to Abraham a 
the holy men of God long before the 
was any of the old or new Teſtanelf 
written. 

And it was the great love of Gc 
in the moving of his holy Spirit in tho 
faithful Servants, by whom tho 
weighty things as are recorded in thi 
Scriptures of Truth were given forth 
And it 1s the great Jove of God in thi. 
moving of his holy Spirit in its leading 
and teaching of his people , throug 
which the many Types, Figures, Pr. 
pheſies, and many hard ſayings comdi: 
to be underſtood; and a clear diſti 
guiſning comes to be known betwee 
the Jew outward and the Jew inwar( 
between the Law outward and the La 
of the Spirit of Truth inward, and b( 
tween the ſhadow of good things, an 
the good things themlclves; and all 
betwee 


ove the woxks of Darkneſs. 315 
een the Spirit and the Letter, the 
rer and the Form, ec. 

And for want of fearing God, and 
ng heed to the motions of his 
ſled Spirit of Truth ; that is the 
ſe there are ſo many heaps of Op1- 
xs about the Scripture; therefore 
that all learned men in the Spirit of 
th do ſo highly eſteem the teachings 
reof'., as abſolutely neceſſary. to 
and peace: And all whoſe minds 
converted by the Spirit of Truth, 
| are ſpiritually' exerciſed therein, 
feeling the life and peace that flows 
m 1t unto their Souls; this confirms 
, ſettles them, and makes them un- 
reable and unchangeable in their 


th in the power of the Lord, who 


h been thus merciful in opening this 
ntain of life and love, where a 
hing and cleanſing comes to be wit- 


Wed, and entrance miniſtered into 


7Ar 
La 
] bt 


n 
al 
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kingdom of God, and of this day 

is breaking forth and {hining 
rer and clearer : Edward Purronghs 
tman of Gad, was a faithful fafitu- 
It 1n the hand of the Lord, and his 


works 
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works do demonſtrate the fame 
thraſh and cut down hypocrifie : 
painſayers of the Truth: and faithful 
of God unto mankind : And in the 
ceflion of this bleſſed work and ſerif 
in the everlaſtirfy and unchangealj 
Truth, the Lord hath raiſed up ll; 
Pen with a Teſtimony : And in 
continuance therein unto the end 
his days he will receive the ſame Crc 
of .Immorta] Life; and their TM 
monies which the Author calls till 
method faken out of their Book: 
faithful and true, and doth and will 
pear (o to al] that are in the leaſt df 
. ned by the Spirit of Truth. 
But in contradiRion of thoſe fa 
ful and true Teſtimonies of Ed 
Burrough's and William Pen's, the 
thor of that Book undertakes to| 
ſcribe a method and way, the whid 
calls Gods method and way ; this 
ing a long ramble too tedious to tile: 
ſcribe, I ſhall draw up the ſcope +, 
tendency thereof. 7 
That (Page 15.) after Chriſt aſcWpr; 
#r: into Heaven, he ſent the holy Sy 


- 


won his Apoſtles, and immediatly in- 
ſpired them with a clear knowledge and 
waderftanding ofit.CAnd again page 24.) 
Although the firſt pronmlgator of the Go- 


from Chriſt to teach it unto others 3 yet 
Wiſterward Gods ordinary way and method 
of tr anſmitting the knowledge and faith 
of the Goſpel downwards to others ſuce 
eſſrvely, was by ſuch mens teaching it to 
nthers, as had themſelves learned it of the 


DoFrine as they did. (Again page 28.) 
And there is great reaſon why the ſame re- 
Wierd ſhould be given to what the App- 
Hes and Evangeliſts wrote, as to whats 
they ſpoke 3 as long as they either wrote 
be ſame DoGrine, or Hiſtory upor 


fa 
dn 
he 
to Whbe [are after it is writtez as it was be- 
nclfere, for 3ts being writtew doth not alter 
Us ſhe nature of it - And therefore men tuft 
o tiheeds be as much concerned in their belief, 
pe hr disbelief, obedience or diſobedience 40 
it, when it is communicated to them by 
 aſceÞriting, as when it is ſo by preaching 3 
y Seal had almoit ſaid, or by fwd 
Fo 
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ſpel-were exabled by;mmediate Revelation | 
Apoſtles, or others that taught the ſqme 


the ſame evidence ; for the DoGrine is 


318 The-Life of Chaiſt Exalted 
Revelation.) (And again page*33;.).] 
ſpall conclude what IF. have. ſaid in- this 
propoſition, to ſhew that the ſame regard i, 
due to the Dorine of the Apoitles, when 
written , ( as nowitig) as when it waz 
preached by them ,. by. remembring. you 9 
this great Truth, that every man fhall be 
tryed or judged at the laſt day , by the 
Law he hath been under. The Gentile 
that arc or have been without a written 
Law, ſhall be judged without any ſuch 
Lap, and the Jews which are wider 4 
written Law, they ſhall be judged by it, 
Rom. 2. 12, Ever ſo thoſe that are un- 
der the Goſpel written will be judged by 
| that, &c.. 7 
Thus then I take the ſubſtance of, 
his method to be, that the Apoſtles 
were immediatly Inſpired and from im-ſ, 
mediate Revelation:z the New Teſta- 
ment was written, and fince that imme 
mediate Revelation and Inſpiration of 
the Spirit hath ceaſed; and thoſe 
writings now are become the rule 0 
faith and prattice: And that this Go- 
ſpel written,as he calls it, hath been ſuc-l 
ccſlively tranſmitted to others as hey 
| have 


ave learnt it; afid that this-wfritten 
Goſpel (as he calls it) muſt be the rule 
nd Judge in all matters of faith and 
jractice , Without immediate Teach- 
ng or Inſpiration. EY 
W This then being the method of the 
'Muthor of that Book, to exclude im- 
nediate Revelation, and (et up Tradi- 
jon 11 the room. WL 
But this he hath manifeſted by his 
rriting, that he is nor 1n the line of 


) 
| 


d righteouſneſs; if he had been 


lilliens Pex atid Edward Burroughs + 


0ſt who can expe& any better fruit 
com a Plant that hath fo little (ap 


nd life from the root, and ſpring 


lh it. 

Page 41. (he ſaith,) That Chriſt doth 
aliebter all whom: be doth inlighten in 
eor more of theſe three wayes. t. Fither 
1 Natural Light. Or 2. by Superna- 
"Fra! Revelation. Or 3. by outward 
Wiech, or writing, or example , &c. 


þ,4 Would 
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vcceſhoh in the holy Spirit of Truth 


here, he would niever have oppoſed” - 
he Truth of what was ſpoken by 


{Light; Truth and Holitieſs to nou- | 


a 
» _* RE ones. ooo $0 On 1g 
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4 2 


unlikely the Author of that Book 


arrogant Spirit : So poſitively to ca 
demn the ſufficiency of the Lights lead 
ing within” into Chriſtianity 3 with 
out autward Teaching : Since he is a 
ſuch aloſs, not knowing what Light 
is. that Chriſt doth inlighten peop 


with. But inpage 43. there he faitt 


That though ( briſt do inlighten all m 
with natural light, a little before iti 


them whom he doth inlighten ; 1t is (on 
way, even what he imagines, where 


he contradicts himſelf; but what wa 
he knows not : The Vulture's eye hat 


not ſeen the way thereof, neither calf 


the natural man receive the things 


_ the Spirit of God : To be fure the Ay 


thor of that Book hath not attained t 


A. B. C.m the way of Chriſtianity, a 


1s manifeſt by his dark conclufion, thi 


Chriſt the Þ ight within men, 1s a nan 


ral [ ight. a 
Let all rhe wiſe in heart judge ho 


[ 


© Would not all that are in their wi 
Judge that this Author of the Book haſh 
better to have been quiet then (© profi 
_ fumptuouſly in his high flown, prou 
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above the wozks of Darkneſs. 421 
gſhew the way of; God , who is (o 


Mr out of it; not knowing the out- (if 
Woings of the Lord God who is Lighr, bl 


BY : li 


Whoſe outgoings were from Ar fy 
Weverlaſting, nor ſo much-/as the fir F 


lWinciple of the Oracle of God, which by 
S Light ; and therefore he hath not 1 
t Woken as the Oracle of God : And 
oifterefore in ſaying he would ſhew the 
tWFethod and way of God, he hath ma- 40 
"Fieltly declared his Ipnorance and pre. wy 
tiYimption : But ſuch unlearned men as ok 
"NF is undertake to judge the Quakers 
reMndation for error ; and after they 


wave done, they are to ſeek what it is: bl 
nat let him or any who are of his mind « " 
 caliove if they can, that ever any O#a- + |; 
s Or in their Writings have ſaid, That _ ! 
: was by the leading of a natural Þ[ ight | 
d tWlout , or with outwerd Teaching, by | 


', With ever any one true Chriſtian was 4k 
 thile. No, no, we do kn that 1 
14ſt the true Light that Lighteneth j 


lt that comes into the World, dothit - 'Þ 
i a ſupernatural and Divine Light | 
ok Mirein they that believe and wait - | 
Wn God , receive Spirit , Life and - 

X 2 _ Power 
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Power to become Sons of God.) Andi 
that he both hath and can by the power- 
fal drawings thereof, bring them (who 
wait in the manifeſtation thereof in 
themſelves) into the true Chriſtianity 
And that the outward Teſtimony or de 
claration that was, or is given fort] 
unto the Sons and Daughters of mer 
fram the immediate motion and flow 
ings forth. of the Spirit of Truth; had 
and hath this effect, even to bring int; 
this name, the Light of Chriſt within, 
and from Satans power unto God, hall, 
the teaching of God within, as well , 
without, by them who ſpeak as h 7 
Oracle, might be effectual to guide int 
Chriſtianity : And that the powerfiſh, 
drawings of the bleſſed Light of Chr 
withm, hath been the only motive 
move many to conlider their ways a 
to turn at the reproofs thereof intotRe, 
4 narrow waythat leads if, 
to the Ne of Chriſtianity. 
But I do ask a queſtion concern 
the Gentiles, that both were and : 
without an ontward written Lalh, 


þ 


UL 
4% 
Ne 


fince they muſt be judged as 
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feh Law 3 for tranſgreſſing of what 
Law muſt they be judged? it cannot 
be denyed but that God hath given 
them a Law to walk by, and that it is 
for the tranſgreſſion thereof that they 
come under condemnation , and muſt 
be judged. Before this queſtion be 
anſwered in Truth , that Goſpel muſt 
de known that is preached in every 
creature which 1s under Heaven, 

\ Page 37. The Author faith, we that 
have the Dofrine of Chrift and his A> 
pſtles brought down to us in the Scrip- 
wes, may according to Scripture Dia- 


k3, be ſaid to have Chrift and his Apo» 


Fles 5 as truly as it wo of the Jews 


i» our Saviours deys on Earth, that they 
bed Moſes and the Prophets ; for it was 
ly baving in the Scriptures what they ſaid 
wa hid » thad they were Foyer fo bave 
bers 5 and by hearing and believing the 
"ſcriptures of the New Teſtament, we may 
6 well be ſaid ta hear and believe Chriſt 
id his Apoſtles, &c. 
Anſwer, That ever ſuch a ſtranger 
WE Chriſtianity ſhould be fo impudent 
yto ſay, I will ſhew you the method ##d 


\ 
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| way of God, that doth not know hinr 
{elf one ſtep therein, as'appears by his 
dark arguing. The Jews had the wri- 
ting of Moſes and the Prophets, and no 
queſtion but they did believe them to 
| be ſo; but what did they profit by 
them? when out of that Faith andfſj 
Spirit through which they are profi 
table, they did teſtifie of Chriſt, and 
were a witneſs to the righteouſneſs off 
God,as ſatth the Apoſtle;when by the 
they judged Chriſt ought to die, Chriſt 
did ſend the hard-hearted Jews wha 
went aboytto kill him, to Moſes andif® 
\. the Prophets 3 ſaying, 7oh. 5. 39, 40 
Search the dcriptures, for in them 
think ye have eternal Life, and they ardff 
they which teftifie of me, and ye will nl 
come to me that ye may have life : Andif 
mind. what the Apoſtle ſaith, Xo22.3.1 28" 
But now the righteouſneſs of God withoulſ 
the Law is manifeſied , being witneſſeq 
by the Law and the Prophets 3' while 
righteouſneſs the faid Jews did no 
know, though they had heard wha 
Moſes and the Prophets ſaid of it : Buff 
mind the cauſe of their not hearing (F 


. 4.” 
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2 to underſtand, Neh. g. 20. Thou gaveſt 
dſo thy good Spirit to inStru@ them, but 

the cauſe of their blindneſs was even 
their rebellion againſt Gods” Spirit: 
And Stephen ſaid to the Jews AGs 7.51: 

Je ſtiff-necked and uncircumciſed in 
eart and ears, ye do always refist -the 
Holy Ghoſt; as your Fathers did, ſo do 

z- Soit's very clear, though the Jews 
Mad Moſes and the Prophets writings, yet 
dy not taking heed to the Inſtruction 

of Gods Spirit in them, they were with- 
wt the knowledge of them; and thus. 

tis with the generality of thoſe called 
Miriſtians, they haveſome of the wri- 
-M0gs which gives a relatipn 'of Gods 
o&geat love to the World in his heavenly 
\nd$"1d powerful gift of his holy Spirit ma- 
12Wifeſt in the fleſh to bruiſe the Serpents 
;W2d,and to deſtroy the Devils works : 
o Wit By diſeſteeming the bleſſed ap- 
icFarance of, the Light of the Spirit of 
no&iuiſt inmart, as the Author of, that 
vhaſfook doth'in calling it 2 zatzral [7ght; 
Bufſcing thus in unblief, . their: fooliſh 
> (nts are darkned:So though they have 
Mc: New Teſtament , as it is called 
X 4 by 
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by many that do.ndt know the Law 
and the Teſtimony, though they have 
ſome part of what was writ concerning 
Chriſt the Way, Truth and Life o 
Chriftianity : Yet by their quenching 
and grieving the immediate motions q 
Gods holy Spirit in them, they are as 
clearly void of -the knowledpge of the 
end and tendency of Gods great love 
in and by the motion of his boly Spirit 
that gave forth thoſe writings with the 
ſeveral bleſſed Teſtimonies therein, 
even as the hard-hearted Jews were of 
the Law and the Prophets when theylll | 
were it the gainſaying and rebellion ' 
againſt Gods holy Spirit. But ſuc 
kind of (ſmooth teaching, as the Au: 
thor of that Book, . who1s unlearned 1 
the bleſſed Teaching of the Spirit o 
* Truth , is very pleaſant to nnlearnec 
people in the things of God ; but the 
Scripture-is fulfilled in many of them 
AQGs 13. 41. Behold ye deſpiſers, ani 
wonder and periſh, for 1 .” a work 1 
your days, a work, which you ſhall in ni 
wiſe believe, though @ man declaro it un 
TW | 
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 Soits very clear, and that in aTtrue. 
ſenſe, that people may have the writings 
and not have Chriſt nor his Apoſtles, 
neither be in their Doctrine; but in 
lieu thereofthey may have the Spirit of 
Antichriſt, and DoGrine of Antichriſt, 
and the ravening Woolves nature, 
though they may have the Sheeps 
clothing. 
_-Far$F, The Scriptures we muſt needs 
highly own, in that they refer us to 
(and exalt) Chriſt and his immediate 
teaching of his-Divine Light and Spi- 
rit within, as being ſubſervient thereto, 
where they are received therein, | 

But ſince a great part of the work 
of the Author of that Book is to main- * 
tain the Scriptures, being a rule of 
Faith and Practice ; and to gainſay the 
ſufficiency of the Spirits teaching with- 
out the Scriptures, or its immediate 
teaching now adays, without ſome out-+ 
ward teaching, Fs 

I do -ask whether the Authority be 
In the Spirit that ſpoke the words , or 
in the words when ſpoken or written ? 
if none can deny but the a 
| ot 
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both was and is inthe Spirit: And 
Iſeiab by the ſame Authbrity of Gads 
bleſſed Spirit, he can work a ſaving 
change in people, either with or with- 
out what is written ; therefore It 1s 4 
high degree of preſumption in going 
about to limit the bleſſed holy Spirit of 
God, as the Author of that Book 
doth. 

- But what Authority or effe& had the 
* true Prophets words in the falſe Pro- 
- phets mouths; this ſad” effe&,. they 

ſtole away the hearts of people from 
the living fountain, and put them upon 
a vainJabourin making broken Ciſterns 
that could hold no water. 

And what authority , profit or ad- 
vantage have the 'true. Miniſters and 
Apoſtles of Chriſts words now in the 
Ele Teachers mouths, with their mean- 
ing upon them : Even this ſad and la- 
mentable effet'; they thereby ſteal a- 
way the hearts of people from the ſenſe 
of the immediate motion of Gods holy 


Spiritin'them,and to gainſay its power- 


ful teathings 3 and the univerſal love 
of God tt the moving oF his. ads 
holy 
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holy Spirit through all the: World ; in 
its convincing and reprovingthe World 
of fin, &c. And then to ſet them upon 
vain. aud unprofitable ſervice : Firſt, 
' E having turned their hearts and minds 
out of the way that the holy Spirit of 
Truth leads in, and then ſet them upon 
a vain labour and travail in ſeeking, 
but never finding ; till at length they 
conclude with the Devils Do@trine,that 
there 1s no way out ofa body of ſin 
and death on this ſide the grave: And 
ſuch flattering and deceitful Teachers 
are ina high eſteem and account among 
a flattering deceitful people. So all 
may mind, that we do not oppoſe the 
inward Teaching of the Spirit of Truth, 
7 to what outwardly hath been taught or 
l written from the bleſſed motions there- 


ed - ans 


© Wof, or that may be taught or written 
FP by the motion of the ſame : But we do 
* Hoppoſe the true Teachings thereof, to 
= Withe falle Teaching of all immaginary de- 


© ceitful Spirits, who under a pretence 
} Eof loveto Souls, domake Merchandize 
” Wofthem, hoe 
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And that being the great hinge on 
Which his work depends, in con- 
cluding the Scriptures to be the rule 
of Faith and Praftice , excluding the 
- Immediate Teaching: of the Spirit, and 
the all-ſufficiency thereof. I do ask 
whether Faith be a fruit of the Spirit, 
or of the Scripture? or whether a true 
_ Chriſtians praQtice in living peaceably, 
lovingly, juſtly, and holy, and merci- 
fully, and ina clean life and converſa- 
tion in long ſufference, patience, good- 
neſs, brotherly kindneſs, ec. bea 
fruit of the bleſſed Spirit of God, or 
of the Scripture 2 And fince it cannot 
be denyed, but that Faith and praCtice 
in a true Chriſtian holy Converſation, 
1s 2 fruit of the bleſſed Spirit, and that 
the Scriptures ſay the ſame, 

Then are not all the gain-ſayers of 
the immediate Teaching, Opperation, 

Revelation and Divine Inſpiration of 
- Gods holy Spirit of Truth, a grand 


caule that there is ſo little fruit of the} - 


Spirit brought forth in Chriſtendom ? 
And whether that be not the gauſe of 
{0 many heaps of Sets, Notioniſts and 
Opt- 


above the works of Darkneſs, 33x 


Wrath, Malice, Murders, Witchcrafts, 
Sorceries, and all other abominations 
that might be mentioned , committed 
in all the World ; (the Lord gives the 
humble in heart true Judgment, but 
the proud he doth reſiſt.) 

But in Page 42. the Author ſaith, 
Chriff indeed or God Creator, as he is 
deſcribed in the beginning of that Chap. 
a & Joh. 1.9. Doth enlighten every one 
or | that cometh into _ ba Frog ye 
el faculty of reaſon and underſtanding , 

4 ene ho ow that ik is 4 Gall, 
n, | 41:4 that he is to be worſhipped, and that 
at il Pt 7s peaceable, and the difference betweers 
moral good and evil, in many things: 

of ff Fut however this may poſfibly be a light 
mn. | ficient to dire the Feathen to as much 
of | 4s God expetts from them, ( if they live 
nd #Þ to it) to whom: he affords no other Light, 
hefſl yet this Natural Light is not ſufficient 
12 fo dire@ thoſe that live under the Goſpel, 
of Þ to believe, and do what they are bourd to 
nd believe, and do upon pain of Damna- 
- fl tion, CC. 


Opinions among them, and of ſomuch - 
Pride, Luſt, Hypocrifie, Fraud, Deceit, 
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_  *.. Anſwer, He hath clearly manifeſted 


men are to be brought under that are 


hating of the Light; how, blind are 
they, who have ſuch low thoughts-of 
. thy way thereof? accounting the Light 


the God of aling the hath blinded 


- in ſhew, for the Chriſtian in Truth: 


_ 
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converſation , and is not aſhamed to. 


Ls ie wa 


his ignorance of the Goſpel, and what 


made true Chriſtians, as if the Light 
of Chriſt within had not Goſpel in it, 
or could not miniſter Goſpel: But by 


of Chriſt natural, yet ſufficient to di- 
rect the . Heathen as much as God ex- 
pects. of them. 


" Such 'is the eſteem of them whom 


their minds, taking. the Jew outward 
for the Jew inward, and the Chriſtian 
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And the wild Heatheniſh life and con- 
verſation of the Chriſtian in ſhew, 
for Chriſtianity, if they do but only in 
words own the Scriptures to be their - 
rule of faith and praftice. And the. 
crue Chriſtian that brings . forth the 
fruits of Gods holy Spirit in life and 


ST CC a, ap CY 


confeſs to the immediate motions of it 
inits bleſſed leadings and teaching to 
love 


* above the woksot Darkneſs. 335 
1 bours as themſelves; and lives in true 
t}f fear and watchfulneſs, that they may 
el not grieve nor quenck the immediate 
tt motions of Gods holy Spirit in them ; 
but are careful to live up to the reaſon 
and underſtanding that Chriſt hath illu. 
minated or inſpired them with, and te 
eſhew the evil and to love the good, 
being ſhewed it by the Light of Chriſt ; 
and that God ought to be worſhiped in 


x- Spirit and Truth, and is in the perfor- 


mance thereof according to Gods will, 
m Econfeſſing to the bleſſed holy Spirit 
d of God to be the rule of Life, Faith 
d Epractice. Such a faithful and true Chri- 
n Nſtian as this, having ſuch an account 
1: to give, as is given by Edward Pur- 
N- Wrovgh and William Pen of the ſutticiency 
w, ofthe pure Spirit of God, to be the 


1r Wrerſation.., 
1e. Such true Chriſtians are very ſlight- 
Ne | 


j eſteemed by ſuch private iImmaginary 
pirits as the Author of that Book 1s 
nanifeſt to be of in all his works of 
larkneſsin that Book. Bit I had ra- 


to _ ther. 


love of God above all.and their neigh- 


in Edge of all matters of life and con- 


\ / 
ibs! 5 


\ | ensof their own Spirit, and lives out 
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ther be a Chriſtian, and though I an 
called Heathen ; then to be a Hea- 
then, and yet to be called and accoun- 
ted a Chriſtian. 

In Page 61. the Author ſanth , 4ys- 
ther place miſnnderſtood and miſapplyed i 
by you, is Joh. 16. 13. When the Spirtt 
of Truth is come , he will guide youff 
into all Truth ; which is not 4 promiſe 
0 ſending the OIpirit to guide all Chri- 
f hong by its immediate motions : But g ! 
promiſe to his Apoitles , for they only 
were then preſent with Chrift at his 
Paſſover, S&C. 

Arnſ. Irideed the imniediate mioti- 
ons of Gods holy Spirit, is the great 
trouble of them who follow the moti- 


_ of the way of the knowledge of the ho- 
ly Spirit of God, which is Light andf 
Life. But I ask, in caſe people are not 
to follow Chriſt and his Apdſtles intc ? 
the true Faith and practice of Chr 
ſtianity, by the immediate motions ol 
Gods holy Spirit of Truth; by tiff 
motions of what Spirit are they to be 
led and guided ?. fince there 1s ſuch va 


riet) 


dbove the wokks of Darkneſs. 235 
riety.of Secs and: Opinions in the mo- 
tions of their private Spirits, which of 
them is to be followed; 
": But ſince the-Author hath Kenited 
the immediate ,motions of Gods hol 
Fpirit only unto.che Apoſtles : I doas 
nto what Spirits motions were peopl 
Baptized , and-Itd into the- body. © 1 
WChrifiianity?. or .are. they now to be | 
i kd into the ſame ;- and . how -can Chri- 4 
1: Eltians have the Crown of Immortal Life | 
4B: Part had: in finiſhing, his conſe. of * + ; 
1) Bite well , and he ſaid, that was not leifl i 
vis for. him alone, . but alſo for all. thens = 
bs lave the appearance of our; Lord Jer 44 
5 Chrifh,; And whq can be a follower | 
f himin the way, .if they-do not take 
ed to the immediate motions of Gods' "| 
boly.Spirit,. as he did according to the 
deaſure and manifcſtstion thereof 1 in 
very one 2. And again,- ; - +.,- 
ry: What can ſet people free from the 
NOW irit of bondage, or, from the ſpirit of 
DifÞ:ror or corruption, and deceit, and 
's OFjpocrifie ; but the immediate, moti-. 
Bins of Gods pure holy ſpirit in them? 
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But ſuch is the dark work of the 
Author of that Book, even to gain- 
fay, and limit the immediate motions 
of Gods holy Spirit, and to ſet up the 
private ſelfiſh imaginary Spirit which 
1s not in unity with the Light and Spi- 


rit of Truth. 
But if thepromiſe of Chriſt was only 
to give that gift of the immediate mo 
tion of Gods holy Spirit unto the Apo 
files; then to what end did he counſe 
the Churches to Pray in the Spirit 
toSing in the Spirit, and to perſevere 
and go on 1n the Spirit, and not ta 
quench and grieve the Spirit,and abun 
dance more to this purpoſe in Exhor 
tations to the Churches to follow th 
ſpirit, and mortifie the deeds of th 
fleſh by the ſpirit : Had not Chriſtian 
need to have the immediate motionſ® 
and help of Gods bleiled ſpirit in thi 
work, nd to be their rule of life an | 
guide in judgment, that all wicke | 
malitious ſpirits under the cover of th(iÞ 

; Prophets, Chriſts and the: Apoltla 
words, may be judged down, let all tif 


wile 1n heart conſider this and lay it il 
heart, Wh 


above the wozksof Darkneſs. 337 
What a ſad tendency ſuch unprofi- 
ble talkers and teaching hath, in op- 
"Wpofing the immediate motion, and 
\eaching, and guiding of Gods holy 
piritz and whether ſuch Agents and 
rops in the, Divels kingdom and 
ower of darkneſs, be not a lett to the 
| lefſed works of the Lord ? who fits 
Won his Throne, and faith , behold 7 
ke all things new. And whether 
ch dark works as ate manifeſt in that 
Kok, be notthe cauſe that there are ſo 
any mockers now adays at the im- 
tdiate motions of Gods holy ſpirit, 
and through his ſervants, according 
their ſeveral meaſures and (ervices 
erein ? But ſuch is the work of all 
Wk ſpirits, to pretend love to peoples 
n This : But in the dark to work againſt 
'oreat love and mercy of God in 
zimmediate motions of his holy and 
ſed ſpirit, for the bringing of ſouls 
face and happineſs, and everlaſting 
in his heavenly gift, the which 1s 

Eternal. 
bat by what hath been written , as 
re, the whole drift, ſcope and cen 
TE dency 


f 
of th 
polti 
- all tl 
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"wil 


$338 TheLifecf Chiiſt Exalted 
dency of the Authors ipirit in that 
Book may be ſeen, where ſeveral parÞ 
ticulars might be anſwered with th 
ſame ſharp reproof, as that which i8 
anſwered hath : Such works have bee 
anſwered over and over again, as ma 
be ſcenatlarge in abundance of Books 
but one more eſpecially I refer thi 
Reader to: And that is a Book Intitlec 
The Chriſtian Quaker and his 7. vi 
Teſtimony vindicated, Cc, By Geord8 
hitehead and TWilliam Pen : Ani 
' though the Author of that Book hai 
concealed his Name, and covered bj 
ſpirit of Error with ſmooth words (told 
| out of the Scriptures, yet by the ligſ 
of Chriſt Jeſus be is ſcen clearly,thoug® 
he calls that Light Natura] , and li 
a fooliſh builder hath buile withoſÞ 
the Corner-ſtone : By the Light 
Chriſt his building 1s ſeen to be rail 
from no other foundation and groun® 
but meer imaginations : And that | 
muſt be caſt down into the pit of dar 
neſs out of which it was raiſed, 

| So though he may complain, as 
doth in the beginning of his Boc 


am=gþ 


above the works of Darkneſs. 339 


f the entertainment others have had 


+ the like endeavours: Yet unto the 


-Mruth and wiſdom of God in all who 

Wave not loſt the (ſenſe of his holy ſpi- 
\ Mit from them, I do appeal whether this 
e not an entertainment according to 
ruth. 

And though he hath pretended his 
ork to be in.love to ſouls; yet it is 
S-nifelt im the Light of Chriſt, to have 
lis tendency ; even to deprive ſouls 
the infinite benefit of the fenſe and 
joyment of the immediate motions 
[Gods holy ſpirit, and to make void 
cir Teſtimonies who are planted into 
1 ſame : But to Prevent the Enemies 
orks , is this written in love to Truth 
id Rightcouſneſs, and all people who 
lire after the ſame. 


orpleſdon in Surrey 
re latter end of the 


ſh, Month, 1677. 


Stephen Smith; 
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 IWorlas vain Mart! 

_ and Paſtimes, &C. 
B ſpiration of the Almighty giving 
them underſtanding ; that 1 


reading the Scriptures of Truth (th 
Holy-mens Teſtimonies Y they may b 
underſtood, and deliverance witneſlec 
from them who wreſt them to the 
own deſtruction. 

\ There is indeed a time for al thing: 
as ſaid Solow, who in that wiſdo 
given him, knew that God create 
man upright, but man found out man 
Inventions : And all that Mirth wherc 
by Gods righteous ſpirit 18 grievec 

they who live in it; they incrcal 
thelr c own ſorrow. 


\ + ? \ b 


Leſſed are they who feel the In 
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The Rejoycing and Melody which 
— E David had in his heart to the Lord 
— [who gave him 'power over his foes, 
Pſal. 30. Aud girded him with glgdneſs: 
But what 1s this to them who are over- 'v 
come with their foes, the luſt of the 4d 
eye, tae luſt of the fleſh and pride of A 
life : All ſuch have not a true know- 1 
[edge of that joy and melody which l 
David witneſſed, as being girded with ; 
Inf gladneſs by the Lord; who ſaid, My ſort | 
10 ard all that is in me praiſe the Lord, "| 
* Ul and let every thing that hath breath 0 
tif praiſe the Lord: And figuratively he 
/ bE makes mention of outward Inſtruments; 
{{cQ all which are but Types in compariſon 
hell of that heart that 1s prepared and put 
 Finto a right frame,ceven asa well Tuned 
WY lnſtrument to makeMelody to the praiſe 
and honour of God (this is the ſub- f 
ſtance_) ſhewed forth by holy peoples 
praiſes to the Lord for his work of deli- 
F yerance; as 1s recorded in the Scriptures 
of Truth : When the Children of Iſzae/ 
were delivered, and their foes deſtroy- 
ed: Then ſang Moſes and the Chil 
dren of I(rael:; (and this was the fub- 
Y 4 ſtance 


542 A Teſtimony agafnſt the Wozlds 
ſtance, 3he Lord ſhall reigh for ever and 
ever ) A And Miriam with the women 
went out with Timbrels and Dances in 
a Heavenly Melody unto the Lord who 
had dehvered them. 

*.- But 'the wicked and org who 
hate to be reformed, they have -no- 
thing to do to take the name 'of the 
Lord in their'mouths: And' none but 
wicked Infiruments dare bring thoſe 
Scriptures to ſtir youth up to be Pro- 
digals,: and to" ſpend their Portion of 
precious time in riotous living in keep- 
ng company with fome' who wallow 
in pride and idleneſs Sodors (ins; and 
except ſuch Prodigals do-turn- whiilt 
the door. of: mercy doth' open ,' and 
they find a-reception into the Fathers 
houſe; by a trueunfeigned repentance; 
- they ſhall never witneſs that Melody 
OT Muſick ( whereby the Soul is made 
to leap for joy, )* which the Prodigal 
obtained through 'a true repentance, 
and returned to his Fathers houſe ; he 
had not that Muſick and Melody among 
the Harlots, nor when he kept Swine 3 
ming that, ſre the generation of the 
1 E- L wicked 


wicked; Job. 21. 11. They ſend forth 
their little ones like a flock, and their 


_ not go about to cover your evil works 


vain Birth and Paſtimes. 5343 - 


Children Dance : They take the Trmbrel 


i ard Harp, and rejoyce in'the ſound of 


the Organ: They ſpend their dayes in 
IVealth, and in a-moment go down to the 


grave : Therefore they jay unto God, de 


part from us, we"deſire not the know- 
ledge of thy wayes : What is the Almigh- 
ty that we ſhould ſerve him, &c. See 
here you wicked generation of proud 
prophane perſons, who (tir up the Juſt 
of the eye, 'the luſt of the fleſh , and 
the pride of life one:in; another, by 
your light frothy behbayiours in your 
wicked Inventions, Oh for ſhame do 


by the inſtigation of wicked Inſtru- 
ments, who wreſtthe holy mens words; 
which if perſiſted in, will be to their de- 
ſtruftions', and of all thera that follow 


| them. therein. See what the Prophet 


Armas pronounced to them that chant 
to the Viol, &*c. And are at eaſe, wo 
to them, Amos be ' © wb 
'* And concerning compariſons in the 
ſound of Inſtruments, being certain or 
4 2 Ih uncertain 


| . 343) ATellimony agafnfk, 8c. 


uncertain 3 this makes not at all for 
your purpoſe who extol that Muſick 
by which the Lord is diſhonoured, and 
the ſeed of life grieved and burdene d, 
ſo for ſhame leave off your lightne(: 
and vanity, leaſt you be left as them 
who are filthy to be filthy ſti], and you 
ſeek repentance,as Eſau did with tears, 
. andeannot find acceptance. 

And (ee the effefts of wicked Dan- 
cing, Mat. 14. 6, 7. But when Herod's 
birth-day was kept, the Danghter of 
Herodias danced before them + Now 
| read and ſee what effe&ts her brave 
Dancing procured ; weigh theſe things 
 youthat have Children that are Light 

and Airy, and reſtrain them from that 
wicked pradtice, leaſt they add ſin un- 
toſin, and bring woe upon them, as 
you may ſee Herodias Daughter , who 
a2ded one wickedneſs unto another. 


S tephen Smith. 


To 


To all Bios: and pricf at all 
concerned with them in a Book * 


Intituled, A form of Common 
Prayer, for Gods bleſſing up- 


on His Majeſty and His Do- 


minions, and for the averting 


Gods Judgments, Printed this 
year 1678, 


A 


and by Fire, againſt that oppoſite ſpirit 
that hath led into all rebellion againſt 
the motions of his holy ſpirit , 


Nſwer, The Lord God hath fig- 
nally ſhewen his great diſplea- 


bleſting, and his ſaving health among 
the people : Yet for his great name 
ſake, and in his love, mercy and 
pity, he did put a ſtop to thoſe Judge- 
ments, and hath P1Ven ſpace and time 


ſure by Sword , by Plague, 


wheTe- . 
in he is making known his way of. 


OL 
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of repentancez. and through many 
faithful Servants hath the Lord mani- 
feſted his good pleaſure, that all who 
are erred from the-way of bleſſing in 
life and peace, that they might return 
unto him and wait upon him 'who 1s 
Lord of 'Heaven and Earth, for his 
teachings and inſtractions 1n- his holy 
Covenant of Life and Peace : But how 
regardleſs have you been of the many 
and frequent Teſtimonics that have 
been faichfully in the 'moving of Gods 
holy ſpirit of Truth, given forth againſt 
the (welling and groaning abominati- 
ons of the times? So that inſtead of 
hearkning and obeying the motions of 
Gods holy ſpirit, you have proceeded 
in vexing and gricving the ſame in a 
moſt high degree; 'you have abuſed 
the Servants of the Lord God : And 
through your pride 2nd preſumption 
you have drawn the heavy diſpleaſure 
of the Lord upon you, whoſe dreadful 
judgments do hang over you and will 
not be averted or turned from you by 
any feigned ſhew of faſting made up 1n 
the will of man, contrary to the good 
will, mind and pleaſure of God. 12 


To the Biſhops. 347 
. In that which is called the order. for 
Morning Prayer,are theſe words 3 Kent 

your hearts and not your. garments, and 
turn unto the Lord your God, for be is 
gracious and merciful, Ke. - 


Anſwer, To them that do in Truth 
and in unfeigned repentance open'theit 
hearts.unto him, with a faithful refigna- 
tion'of hearr, ſouland ,body unto the 
pure manifeſtation of his holy Law of 
his pure ſpirit of life ; unto ſuch he hath 
ſhewn himſelf very gracious and mer- 
ciful,in ſettihg.them tree from the Law 
of fin and death : But how often'do you 
. repeat thoſe words, and yet keep your 
hearts whole in the friendſhip of the 
Vorld, in the luſt of the eye,. the Juſt 
of the fleſh, and pride of lifez you 
have been {ſo far from renting your 
hearts, that you have not ſo much as 
rent your garments ; are not the gar- 
ments of your own righteouſneſs(which 
1500 better then filthy rags) whole up- 
on youz; and 1n that Toathſam' garment 


% 


you appearing before the Lord ,'-who 


ſeeing your loathſomneſs and hypo- 


criie 1n 1mputing the righteanſneſs of 


Chriſt 


348 A concliifive Poſtſcripe 
Chriſt unto yon, whilſt you are really 
and truly whole in your loathſome gar- 
ments of your own righteouſneſs ; 
where the righteous judge both of the 
quick and the dead, beholding you as 
you are in your loathſome garments, 
he will never agree with you in your 


accounts, whilit you account ſo falſly. 


of your Intereſt in the righteouſheſs of 
_ Chriſt, and yet whole in the garments 
of fin and iniquity , doing the things 
you ſhould not do, and leaving un- 
done the things you ſhould do; would 
you when you reckon with your Ser- 


vants agree with them in ſuch account, 


and allow of their doing lo all their life, 
and leave them to account of your 
riches; and that you are bound to 
give it them; ſure its time to be aryake- 
ned from this miſery of ignorance: 
And take notice of your following 


words, Though we have rebelled againſt 


him, neither have we obeyed the woice of 
the Lord our God, to walh in his Laws 
which he ſet before 1s. (Now mind) was 
ever your: hearts rent from this condi- 
tioaz do not you perlilt in your re- 
| | bellion 


_. © tothe Bilhops. ” 249 
bellion and ſo grieve Gods holy ſpirit, 
in . keeping your heart whole, in 
perſecuting them who are led by it: 
. [| Are not the Prieſts whole im their ſinof 
preaching tor Hire and for filthy lucre 
ſake, they tell lyesin Hypocriſje, pro- | 
miſing that to'peopie, which neither 
| they nor the people have right unto, q 
* | whilſt they are Servants to fin : Come | 
down from theſe barren mountains of 
imaginations, and rent oit thele filthy _ 
garments, and rent your hearts from 
theſoevils, and follow the example of 
them who are really 1n this work,- and 
from the Lords acceptance have found 
him gracious and merciful, and in the 
righteous government of his holy ſpirit ] 
of Truth, the knowledge of his way of 
Truth 1s known 1n this World, and in | 
walking. therein there is that hope ma- 1 
nifeſt by Chriſtsrighteouſneſs in us, of 
having Eternal life with him in that 
World which is without end: 

And you ſay, Dearly beloved Bre- 
thren, the Scripture moveth us in ſundry 
places, to acknowledge and tonfeſs our 
manifold firs and wickedneſs; and that 


Fe 
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| Lefire the face of Almighty God our hea- 


venly Father, but confeſs them with aw 


beakle, lowly ; Ponees and obedient 
beart, &E. A, 

Anſwer , Here you «cktiowledge 
your ſelves-to be. falleri from the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians guide , and moreover, 
in the - ſervice ahd work of the. Lord 
they did ſpeak as they were. moved by 
Gods holy ſpirit,” arid -did declare the 
pleaſure, and. will of God as that gave 
utterance 5 and by his holy ſpirie they 
were made Miniſters, riot coveting any 
mans Silver or Gold, or, Apparel,- nor 
they did not move for any. filchyJucre 
fake 3 but how. have. you erred and 
ſtrayed from this way, being Ioſt as 
to a true and ſaving knowledge-of the. 
motions of Gods, holy. ſpirit : .And in. 
this loſt Eſtate every private ſpiritis ſer 
a work, and imaginations dreams. do 
tell their ſeveral conceivings of what 
was given forth by the moving of Gads 
holy ſpirit; but-having erred from the 


. way of the ſpirit of God, and being 


ſtrangers thereunto , they are ako 
ſtrangers 


we ſhould not diſſetnble and cloak then 
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ſtrangers to what was given forth by the-Spl= 
rit of God; thus being in error , they don't 
know the Scriptures nor the power of God : 
And thusbeing become firangers to the mot1< 
on of the true Chriftian Spirit, in the Worlds 
earthly ſenſual Spirit they move, and ſay, the 
Scripture moveth, and under this cover you 
can difſerable and. cloak your fins , ctoaking 
your ſelves under the failings of the holy men 
of God, as they are recorded in the Scriptures 
of Truth, but are far enough off their ſorrow 
and repentance by which they obtained favour 
with God again; And thus you go on cloak- 
ing your ſins,and oppoling the motions ofGods 
holy Spirit , under a pretence of the Scrip- 
ture moveth us; and under this cover yoil 


{can diſſemble -your fins in pertecuiing and 


ſpoiling the Goods of them who have truly 
teſtified of the motions of Gods holy Spirit is 
them, againſt all the evil motions of the eng= 
my.in all his flattering deceitful works and 
wayes : And to this motion of Gods holy 
Spirit you muſt bow if ever youcome to know 
the way of Truth, you muſt come to the mo- 
ving of the Spirit of Truth in you, even that 
Spirit which reproves the World of tin , the 
which Chriſt Jeſus ſet up to be a leaucs and a 

guide into all Truth : In this Spirit th. Lord 

God is to be worſhipped, it's this Spizit that 

convinceth of fin, that is the way out of fin, 

that is it which mores in the heart againſt fin, 

and 
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3nd fo to confeſs and ackiiowledge fin, andy 4 
to repent and forſake lin, and this 1s the way 4 
fo obtain mercy and forgiveneſs of fin. And}, 
by its leading and guiding to abſtain'from thelſ;, 
appearance of evil, unto this Spirit of Truthſg 
you muſt bow, and take it for your leader, iff; 
ever you come truly to call God Father , atdſh,, 
he owas. you tobe his Sons. A 
In your Confeifion you fay , Almighty axd ag 
moſt merciful Father, we have erred and ſtrayed, 
Frow thy wayes like loft ſheep , we have followed ni 

800 wich the devices and deſires of our own hearti, 
we have offended againſt thy holy Laws, we hav 
left undone theſe things which we ought to bail 
done, and there is nd bealth in us, &c, 
Anſwer, And when do you intend to do 
otherwiſe, ſince you have appointed this fort 
of words to be always faid. Oh turn for ſhame 
unto the true Spepherd and Biſhop of youi 
Soul 3 and don't comie till with this ſad un- 
profitable fiory before the Lotd, (Mind) if: 
man offend againſi the Laws of the Nation 
if it be but once he is 1yable to the puniſhment 
that is preſcribed by that Law, or if a Servant 
ſhould but oncedo the thing he ſhould not dofſly,, 
and leave undorie the things he ſhould do, thi 
would incurr his Maſters diſpleaſure 3 but ifhi 
ſhould continye doing ſo, he would turn hi 
out of his ſervice and account of him as he is al 
unprofitable Servant : How then can you al 
pc to be heard and received of the Lord, wid: 
| ard 
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arealwaycs doing chat you ſhould not do, and | 
Flcaving undone that you ſhould doz you may 
YEwcll ſay you haye no health in you, neither 
Fre you like to have , ſo long as you continue 
"Yin theſe ſad practices: And in that you do 
WFoffend Gods righteous Law , how can you ex- 
pc& but to be puniſhed by the righteous Judge? 
Indeed yqu have done that which you ought 
ot co have done; ip that you have cauſed to 
"Fuffer ſo many innocent people, both by long 
"Elmpriſonment, and ſpoiling of their Goods 3 
"un that you haveſhewn no more mercy to them, 
how can you 'expe&- to receiye mercy at the 
and of God, ſeeing, thoſe ſufferers have been 
"E p:ople fearing God, and hoping for his mercy 
$n, whom he Lord takes pleaſure , and in his 
*Þ1caſure he hath ſuſtained them, wherein many 


ave been faithful and true witneſſes, where- 

Dt many havedeparted this World under thelr 

"8: veral coofinements in peace; and many re- 
Fins living to this day. confeſhng and teſtis. | 

ying to the mercies and favour of God in the 


V % 


"Frauitcftation of the Law of the Spirit of Life 
"Fo Chriſt Jeſus, which ſets free them who walk 
Sp co it frpm the Liw offin and deaths And 
"Pat there js' great peace in Meping this holy 
- $-2w, this hath been, and is the Teſtimony of 
Wi:cm who arc, and have been led by the Spirit 
f Truth, witneſſing unto the Way , Truth 

"nd Life , the way of peace and happinels: © 
Fd thus in the good will of God in good 


$9.4 


F 334 A concluſive Poſtſcript 


will :oall mankind, in patient ſuffering under 
your wills who have followed too much thef 
devices and deſires of your own hearts, and 
thereby having reje&ed the counee! of: the 
Spirit of Truth ,” you chave' provoked the 
Lord, as you ſay iu thefe words: We have pro. 
Voked thine anger, thy wrath is waxed hot, and 
tby beavy diſpleaſure is ſore kindled againlt us, 
You have confeſſed to the Truth , and when 
Fou come to feel the weight of your many 
tranſgreſſons againſt Gods holy Law,then you 
will wiſh you had been fſerious- in what you 
'  haveſaid, and that you had broken off your 
fins by a true and unfeigned repentance : And 
for this end hath Gods holy Spirit ſtrove with 
you many wayes; but ſee by your own con 
feſhhon how evilly you have requited this love. 
' Your words are, We ſinful people of this lan 
do acknowledge before thee," to thy glory and os 
own ſhame and confuſion, that never any Nation 
under Heaven bad more experience of all thc in 
ftanccs of thy goodneſs, and the methods of mn 
_ amendment ; nor yet did ever any more ſhamſul 
ty abuſe them, when thou gaveſt' us great ail 
boug proſperities, gpe fed our ſelves to the ful 
waxed fat and wanton, and kicked againſt thee 
when "tho threweſt us into horrid confuſion! 
from which we ſaw then little hope of ariſing 
evenin the time of that diftreſs did we treſpaſs yi 
more againſt thee, whex by miracles of mercy tho 
hadſt turned our captivnties , we ſoon return 
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' Anſwer, This isa very ſac miſerable condi- 
tion indeed, much to be lamented 3 you had 
need conſider it and be in Truth humbled for 


itz and to foiſake that evil Spirit that hath 
been your leader in thaſe horrid praQtices, and - 


to wait upon the Lord for the leading and 


' guiding of you out of thoſe evils, that you 


may have a better account to give unto the 
Lord in the day of account, as Hezekiab had 
when the Prophet 1ſaiah was fent' unto him 
with this Meſſage from the Lord : Saying, 
Thws ſaith the Lord, ſet thine bouſe in order for 
t bou ſhalt die aud 1ot live ; then Hezekiah tur- 
#ed bis face toward the wall and prayed unto the 
Lord 3 and ſaid, remember now O Lord I be- 
ſeech thee, ' bow 1 have walked before in Truth, 
ond with a perfet heart; and have done that 


which is good in thy fight, and Hezckiah weph 


ſore, And the Lord heard his prayers, and fee- 


Ing his tears, he was very gratious and mer= 


«cifu] untohim, as you may read : Now com- 
pare his confeffion with your confeſſion; and 
fecing you have no better account to give, 
you may well be aſhamed and confounded at 
che thoughts of-what acceptance you can 


think to have, and reward at thehand of the 


Lord: | 

\ And youſay theſe words , The Communion 
Service, the Pricft landing at the Lords Table 
ſhall ſay ; Our Father, &c. Anſ. 


 #e folly, to our vomit, and to our wallowing iz | 
our former or greater filt bineſs 5 Cc. 
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Anſwer» flere you maniteſt your ſelves as 
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deep in the appoltalic from the Communion 
and the Lords Table, as they were.in, who 
put | Light'-for Datkneſs, (and Darkneſs for 
Light-:) You here 'plainly ſhew from whence 
you hed your Ordination and Learning; the 
leaſt in the School of Chriſt that hath. learned 
of him, neither Shepherds or Fiſhermen, « ſees 
- over thedark works. It's.-but in vain for you tg 
think to make this ſervice paſs; no,that Dark- 
neſs 3is nmuch vanquiſhed by the the.breaking 
forth o fthe Light. of .Chriſt.out of Darkneſs, 
by which the Table of God, and the Table of 
Devils is known, and the Cup of God, - and 
- the Cup of the Devihand at the Table of God, 

and:iwith the Cup:of God , many thirſting 
Souls are (atished, and do exuly bleG and -praile 
the Loxd, knowing that we cannot partake of 
the iTable of God, and the:Fable of Devils; 
or of the Cup of God-and of the Cup of De- 
vilsz and thexcfore are fully Gatibfied at the 
Table of God and with the ble(fing,z and here- 
'in do blefs the Lord who hath led many from 
the North, South, Eaſt and Welt by his good 


Spirit-hereunto: And thus being led by his 


holy Spirit, we can truly fay, our Father who 
doth feed us in all our tryals and afflictions 
with his bread of Life, and nouriſh us with his 
Cup of Bleſſing; to him be prone and honous 
for ever. -* 
Oh Nation of England, how r wyoigh 
18 
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true repentahce? And in that Faſt that is ac- 
ceptable unto him , that thee mighteft have, 
been found in turning from the evil of thy do» 
ings, and in anſwering the Lords juſt requi- 
rivgs, in doing juſily, ahd walking hurhbly, 
and ſhewing mercy in remembring the. meck, 
and them who fear the Lord; in whom. the 
Lord takes pleafure ,” and in renting . of: your 


falſe coverings, and have put off your loath- 


fome clothing, the which.you conſels you are 
under, and to have rent.your- hearts in. deed 
and in fruth, and to have. abſtained.from the 
appearance of Evil, and to have let the. op- 
prefled go free : Had you choſen this Faſt,and 


truly turned to the Lord, and in ſimplicity 


to have waited upon him 'to have known his 
mind and pleaſure in his ſore and grievous and 
never to be forgotten Judgments, with which 
-he did viſit you, by Sword, by Plague, and 
by Fire: (Oh how- can you ealily- paſs :over 


| the remembrance thereof.) If I ſay you had 


conſidered your ways, and by abſtaining from 
the appearances of evil, you, had truly turned 
unto the Lord ; you might then hayeexpe&ed 


to have found favour of him, and in his.coun- | 
(fl and wiſdom you might have been dire&ed 


fo have been eſtabliſht in the fear of the Lord, 
aud in his righteous way to have been con- 
: | firmed; 
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Find hath the Lord been unto thee, in .ſend- + 
ing his Servants with warning after warning, 
even warning thee to break off thy fins. by. a 
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- and andre the covering of the work | 
of his righteous Spirit you might have been 
preſerved,. as you pray In. thefe words 3 From 
all evil and miſchief, from ſin, from. the crafts 
 . ##d ofſanlts of the Devil,, and from thy wrath, | 
and from everlaſting Jamnation; good Lord ih 
diver us. 

.* But curn unto your confeſl] 10n, and take a 
view of it, and ſee how ſhoxt you have come 
- "ofthis Fall, the which js well pleafing unto 
the Lord.z, and how inftcad of waiting upon 
the Lord to know his way made known in the 
Earth, you. have gone on in your way of 
gricving and vexing his good Spirit,- and pro- 
voking the Lord God againſt you. | But what 
will be the end thereof ? 


| The 4th. day of FI & 
Month, 1678, 


Stephen Smith 
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